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Wisconsin Point
brings back Ishkode
(Good Fire)

Ella Hill
ehill12@uwsuper.edu

Ishkode or “Good Fire” returned
to Wisconsin Point 150 years later,
on Nov. 5. The Wisconsin Point
fire restoration project has been in
development for about three years,
with the goal of restoring tradi-
tional practices back to the Point
and controlling vegetation. “Today
we're here to commemorate an event
at least 150 years in the making,”
opened Mayor of Superior Jim Paine
at the burn.

In partnership with the Superi-
or Fire Department, Fond du Lac
Band of Lake Superior Chippewa,
The Nature Conservatory, and Lake
Superior National Estuarine Re-
search Reserve. The burn was on the
Allouez Bay side using Wisconsin
Point Road, the Bay, Bird Sanctuary
access road, and a man-made fire
break with two drop tanks at either
end of the burn location. 25 certified
firefighters were on scene from Su-
perior, Fond du Lac, Bad River, and
the Nature Conservancy brought the
burn boss.

“We [Superior and Fond du Lac
Fire Department] should be able to
burn on a fairly regular basis. Small
areas as we move through, just as
habitat management as well as the
cultural significance,” said Chief
Camron Vollbrecht, the Superior
Fire Chief. “They [Fond du Lac Peo-
ple] burned out there, they lived out
there, and they used fire to manage
their backyard if you will.”

Chief Vollbracht continued by
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Superior firefighters standing in circle at Wisconsin

Point on Nov. 5
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Fond du Lac elder and fire operations specialist Vern Northrup and Superior Mayor Jim Paine holding torch made by Northrup

at Wisconsin Point on Nov. 5
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saying that the goal is to normalize
and continue to bring Ishkode back
to Wisconsin Point in segments in
partnership with the parks depart-
ment and foresters. Along with con-
tinuing the practice to other areas,
specifically the Superior Municipal
Forest.

“We were always told that if this
Point did light on fire without like
someone managing it like a pre-
scribed fire. The fire would con-
tinue to go all the way around and
probably burn down the city,” said
Valerie Ross Zhaawendaagozikwe.
Zhaawendaagozikwe was a student
researcher for Minnesota and Wis-
consin Points and is a University of
Wisconsin-Superior student.

Zhaawendaagozikwe was moti-
vated to do this project by her pas-
sion for environmental science and
her Indigenous heritage. “[About
the first sample found] Oh my God,
we are holding a piece of like a tree

that one of our ancestors peeled

for our canoes. This is insane,”
Zhaawendaagozikwe hopes that it
empowers students and community
members to learn more about fire
ecology and the benefit of Ishkode

for local forests.

Mayor Paine hosted a viewing
of the Ishkode at the Bunge Dock
across the Allouez Bay for people
to view the fire and hear from the
researchers, Chief Vollbrecht, and
the mayor. “To light this Point on
fire and resort it to the way it has
been for hundreds and hundreds of

years,” said Mayor Paine, “action is
what matters... that is a land ac-
knowledgment.”

Ishkode will continue to return
to Wisconsin Point, and the City
of Superior will continue to send

updates on when those burns will

website.

occur. For more information, The
Nature Conservancy and The Na-
tional Park Service have information
on the process, practice, and benefits
of Ishkode for local forests.

For references and more infor-
mation please go to the Promethean
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The future at the
University of Wiscon-
sin Superior (UWS)
is nursing. Starting
in spring semester of

Point on Nov.5
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2026, UWS will have
a Registered Nurse
(RN) to Bachelor of
Science in Nursing
(BSN) run by Dr. Lor-
raine Smith aka “Dr.
Lo.” The degree is a
collaboration with the
BSN@Home program
offering fall, spring,
and summer courses
that are designed to
adapt to working nurse
schedules.

“Our entry into
nursing isn’t just a
new degree. Itis a
promise to our nurses,

The future is nursing

to our hospitals and to
our communities that
UW-Superior will be a
part of the solution to

our region’s healthcare

needs,” said Chancel-
lor Dr. Renée Wachter

at the RN to BNS press

conference. “It’s (the
BNS) proof that we
listen, we respond,
and we deliver mak-
ing UW-Superior the
educational anchor of
the North.”
UW-Superior has
partnered with local
two-year institutions
to create a seamless
transfer process after
a student completes
an associate degree
through dual enroll-
ment. Through the
BSN@Home students
can enroll through a
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home campus through
seven schools in the
UW System. The
home campus will be
where students receive
academic support,
advising, financial aid,
clinical placements,
and complete a cap-
stone project entirely
online.

Dr. Lo is excited
to lead this program at
UWS. “I got Yellow-
jacket fever from day
one when I came here,
and it has been with
me ever since,” Dr.
Lo said. “I think that
what you have here
at UW-Superior is so
special”

Through the online
system, students can
complete clinicals at
home or in the Twin
Ports. Lo stated that
these clinicals count
as a BSN Capstone.
“Capstone experience
is really a community
engagement experi-

it in this region is that
you will be able to see
an improvement in the
health of the popu-
lation of which they
live.”

For more infor-
mation on the RN to
BSN program at UWS,
check out the website
at www.uwsuper.edu/
programs/rn-to-bsn or
the UWS admissions
office. Current UWS
students should reach
out to their academic
advisor.

Chancellor Renee Wachter
giving a welcome, Nov. 10,
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ence,” Dr. Lo contin-
ued by saying, “Theres
a lot of different
clinicals and so having

in Swenson Hall.
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