
The University of Wis-
consin Superior hosted 
the 2024 Upper Midwest 
Athletic Indoor Track 
and Field Championship 
on Feb. 23 and 24.
 
Both the women’s and 
men’s track and field 
took home first place at 
the UMAC meet. It’s the 
second time in a row 
for the women and the 
eighth time in a row for 
the men. 

The women’s team had 
a slim lead over North-
western on Friday but 

won by a convincing 
margin on Saturday. 

Halle Barker won the 
conference championship 
in the 5,000-meter race 
with a time of 19:02.59. 
Although that is the only 
event the women came 
first in, they picked up 
key points in every event 
helping them to the con-
ference championship.

The Yellowjacket women’s 
team set seven personal 
records and three season 
bests to finish off confer-
ence meets.

On the men’s side, the 

Yellowjacket men’s team 
racked up over 100 
points on both Friday 
and Saturday.

Ethan Westimayer won 
the 400-meter dash on 
Friday. Michael But-
terfield earned three 
individual titles from 
the two-day conference 
title meet. Nate Ohman 
picked up two conference 
titles during the week-
end as well, his second 
title came from winning 
the weight throw. Jason 
Thomas not only won the 
conference championship 
but also set a personal 
best in pole vault. 

The Yellowjackets had 16 
personal records set at 
the meet. 

The next meet for the 
men’s and women’s team 
is the Virginia Beach 
Spring Break Invita-
tional.  

Both the men’s and 
women’s basketball team 
punched their ticket into 
the Upper Midwest Athlet-
ic Conference postseason 
tournament.

The UW-Superior women’s 
basketball team looked to 
lock up a NCAA tourna-
ment bid via the UMAC 
postseason tournament. 

After a 17-8 finish to the 
regular season and a 13-1 
conference record, the 
Yellowjackets would have 
the opportunity to host two 
games on their home court 
in the tournament. 

They would draw first the 
team that gave them their 
only conference loss that 
being North Central Uni-
versity. The Yellowjackets 
would get out to a quick 
start ultimately holding a 
10-point lead to end the 

first period. The Rams 
would take back that lead 
in the second quarter go-
ing into halftime with the 
score being 36-32. In the 
third quarter, both teams 
traded buckets before 
Elise Besonen hit a buzzer 
beating three to give the 
Yellowjackets a seven-point 
lead before the final frame. 
The Yellowjackets would 
ultimately put the game 
away winning by 13 points 
72-59 behind Besonen’s 28 
points and securing a sec-
ond home playoff game. 

The Yellowjackets would 
host the University of 
Minnesota Morris in the 
championship game. The 
Cougars took out the Uni-
versity of Northwestern to 
advance to the champion-
ship game.

In the regular season, the 
Yellowjackets played the 
Cougars twice and pulled 
through both times.

The Yellowjackets and 
Cougars traded buckets to 
open the game with UWS 
taking a four-point lead 
to the second quarter. The 
two teams drew even in 
the second frame with the 
Yellowjackets up at half. 
Morris would take the 
lead in the third quarter 
but Katie Dobson would 
make a tough jumper to 
tie the game going into the 
fourth. The Cougars would 
hold the Yellowjackets to 
10 points ultimately tak-
ing the game 69-60. With 
the Yellowjackets loss, the 
team would miss out on 
an NCAA tournament bid 
and finish the season 18-9. 

Over to the men’s side, the 
team looked for an op-
portunity at the NCAA 
tournament through the 
UMAC postseason tourna-
ment. 

After a seven-win opener 
to the season, the team 
finished the regular season 
at 17-8 with a conference 
record of 9-5 which ulti-
mately clinched them a 
second-place finish and the 
opportunity to host at least 
one playoff game. 

The Yellowjackets would 
get to face North Central 
University to open the 
tournament and in their 
regular season matchups 
UWS would win both but 
only by one and four in the 
respective games. 

The Yellowjackets and 
Rams would trade buckets 
throughout the first half ul-
timately to a 25-25 tie with 
six minutes to go in the 
first half. A late shot clock 
jumper by J’Vaun Walker 
would allow UWS to take 
momentum into halftime 
carrying a 38-29 lead into 
the second half. 

The Yellowjackets would 
continue to build their lead 
throughout the second half 
ultimately leading the game 
by as many as 16 points. 

But the Rams would not 
go down without a fight 
ultimately getting the 
game to three points. A 
last-second three-pointer 
would not fall for the Rams 
giving UWS the win 80-77, 
behind Max Briggs’ 19 
points.

The Yellowjackets ad-
vanced to their second 

straight UMAC champion-
ship getting their rematch 
with conference juggernaut 
Bethany Lutheran College. 
The Vikings advanced to 
the championship game 
after defeating the Univer-
sity of Northwestern. 

The Yellowjackets and Vi-
kings traded buckets before 
Bethany Lutheran pulled 
away and ended the first 
half leading 29-22. 

The Vikings kept building 
their lead before ultimately 
winning 77-58 and ending 
the Yellowjackets season. 

UWS was led in defeat 
by Josef Fahrenholtz’s 21 
points. The Yellowjackets 
ended their season at an 
overall record of 18-9.

Both teams wrap up the 
season and look forward to 
the 2024-2025 season.
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SPORTS

UMAC Indoor Track and Field Championship Recap

Yellowjacket Basketball Falls Short in UMAC Postseason Tournament

@Virginia Beach Spring 
Break Invitational

Mar.13-17 
@Saint John’s Invita-
tional

Mar.28
@Hamline Invitational

Apr.6
@Saint Mary’s Invita-
tional 

Apr.13
@Phil Esten Challenge

Apr.19
@Holst Invitational

Apr.20
@Rider/Bolstorff Invita-
tional

Apr.27

Track and FieldMen’s TennisWomen’s SoftballMen’s Baseball
Up Next in Sports

RussMatt Central Florida RussMatt Central Florida 
Invitational Invitational 

Mar.10-16Mar.10-16

@ Northland@ Northland
 Mar.22-23 Mar.22-23

@ Saint Mary’s (Minn.)@ Saint Mary’s (Minn.)
Mar.26 Mar.26 

@Martin Luther@Martin Luther
Mar.29-30Mar.29-30

@ Crown@ Crown

Apr.5-6Apr.5-6
@ Macalester@ Macalester

Apr.10Apr.10
VS North Central (Minn.) VS North Central (Minn.) 

Apr.12-13Apr.12-13
VS Minnesota Morris VS Minnesota Morris 

Apr.20-21Apr.20-21
@ St. Scholastica @ St. Scholastica 

Apr. 24 Apr. 24 

34th Annual Gene Cusic 34th Annual Gene Cusic 
Collegiate ClassicCollegiate Classic

Mar.10-15Mar.10-15
vs Northlandvs Northland

Mar.22-23 Mar.22-23 
vs Martin Luthervs Martin Luther

Mar.28-29 Mar.28-29 
vs Crownvs Crown

Apr.5-6Apr.5-6
at North Central (Minn.) at North Central (Minn.) 

Apr.12-13 Apr.12-13 
at Minnesota Morrisat Minnesota Morris

Apr.20-21Apr.20-21
at UW-Eau Claire (DH) at UW-Eau Claire (DH) 

Apr.24Apr.24
vs Northwestern (Minn.) vs Northwestern (Minn.) 
(DH)(DH)

Apr.26-27Apr.26-27
vs UW-Stout (DH)vs UW-Stout (DH)

Apr.30Apr.30

@ North Central (Ill.)@ North Central (Ill.)
Mar.11Mar.11

Orlando, Fla.Orlando, Fla.
@ Hampden-Sydney@ Hampden-Sydney

Mar.12Mar.12
Orlando, Fla.Orlando, Fla.

@ UW-La Crosse@ UW-La Crosse
Mar.12 Mar.12 

Orlando, Fla.Orlando, Fla.
@ Piedmont@ Piedmont

Mar.13 Mar.13 
Orlando, Fla.Orlando, Fla.

@ Franciscan@ Franciscan
Mar.14Mar.14

Orlando, Fla.Orlando, Fla.
@ Northwestern (Minn.) @ Northwestern (Minn.) 

Apr.13Apr.13
@ Bethany Lutheran @ Bethany Lutheran 

Apr.20Apr.20
vs Crownvs Crown

Apr.21Apr.21

Evan Ludwig
eludwig@uwsuper.edu

Carter Lansdale
clansdal@uwsuper.edu
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Apr.20

Women’s Tennis
@ UW-La Crosse@ UW-La Crosse

Mar.12Mar.12
@ Illinois Wesleyan@ Illinois Wesleyan

Mar.13Mar.13
Orlando, Fla.Orlando, Fla.

@ Franciscan@ Franciscan
Mar.14 Mar.14 

Orlando, Fla.Orlando, Fla.
@ Ohio Wesleyan@ Ohio Wesleyan

Mar.14Mar.14
Orlando, Fla. Orlando, Fla. 

@ Cornell@ Cornell
Apr.6 Apr.6 

@ Saint Mary’s (Minn.)@ Saint Mary’s (Minn.)
Apr.7Apr.7

@Northwestern (Minn.)@Northwestern (Minn.)
Apr.13 Apr.13 

@ Bethany Lutheran@ Bethany Lutheran

Women’s Basketball Team Taking the Court Against 
North Central at Mertz Mortorelli Gymnasium.                       
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J’Vaun Walker going up for a Layup Against North 
Central at Mertz Mortorelli Gymnasium.
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2024 UMAC Indoor Track and Field Championship at 
Dr. Lydia C. Thering Fieldhouse

	                        Photo By Carter Lansdale


