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The 2023 Bois Brule River 
fishing opener down-
stream from U.S. High-
way 2 to Lake Superior is 
Mar. 25, and anglers from 
around the Midwest will 
travel to the northland for 
it. The Brule River is in 
Brule, Wis., and is famous 
for its trout fishing.

Kaden Bergman, a senior 
at UW-Superior, has been 
an active fishing angler of 
the Brule River for three 

years. Bergman learned 
about the Brule River 
from fishing the Name-
kagon River, which is in 
Bergman’s hometown of 
Hayward, Wis.

 “I really loved putting 
on the waders and get-
ting out into the stream, 
it’s a completely different 
experience. I started look-
ing for more places to go 
fish, and through talking 
to people on the river, 
the Brule kept on getting 
suggested,” said Bergman.  

With the Brule River 
being a 37-minute drive 
from the UWS campus 
students can make the 
drive to experience the 
famous Brule River. 

“The Brule is a really 
tough river to fish, but 
the rewards are worth the 
days you go home empty-
handed. The Brule is a 
great river to go fish for 
Steelhead Trout, one of 
the hardest fighting and 
largest freshwater fish that 
the Lake Superior area 
has to offer. 

They’re hard to catch, it 
took me until this fall 
to catch anything worth 
keeping, but there’s a 
sense of pride when you 
finally get one in the 
net,” said Bergman. “The 
Brule also has some re-
ally great scenery, and it 
changes from clay banks 
to boulders and sand as 
you move further north 
towards the Mouth. 

Even if I don’t catch a fish, 
it’s worth the drive over 
just to spend a day out-
doors.” 

According to the Wis-
consin Department of 
Natural Resources the 
Brule River is 44 miles 
long, beginning in Solan 
Springs, Wis., and flows 
into Lake Superior. 

The spring steelhead run 
is what attracts fishing 
anglers. Not only do the 
steelhead run in early 
spring, but the Brule Riv-

er will also have a run of 
chinook salmon and lake 
run brown trout in late 
summer early fall, accord-
ing to the Wis. DNR. 

The Brule River has op-
portunities for all that 
are looking to explore the 
great outdoors. 

If interested in fishing the 
Brule River, go to the Wis. 
DNR webpage for fishing 
rules, regulations, and 
Wis. fishing license. The 
2023 fishing season opens 
May 7.
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area for the Birkebeiner 
that will be long re-
membered. 

According to the 
American Birkebeiner 
website, the 2023 Slum-
berland American 
Birkebeiner “Spans 50 
kilometers from Cable 
to Hayward for Skaters, 
and 53 kilometers for 
Classic Skiers.”  

This year, there were 
almost 4,000 skiers 
who participated in the 
Birkie Skate race event, 
with around 1,700 par-
ticipants in the Birkie 
Classic race event, with 
many more partaking in 
the week’s other skiing 
events. 

Founded in 1973, the 
Birkie is one of 20 
international ski mara-
thons that make up the 
Worldloppet Circuit. 
The race consists of 
17 waves, eight skate 
waves, six classic waves, 
and three special waves. 

According to the 
American Birkebeiner 
website, “The goal of 
wave placement is to 
place participants of 
similar abilities together 
to minimize passing 
and encourage a smooth 
flowing race.”

This year, there were 
almost 4,000 skiers 
who participated in the 
Birkie Skate event, with 
around 1,700 partici-
pants in the Birkie Clas-
sic event, with many 
more partaking in the 
week’s other skiing 
events. 

The 2024 Slumberland 
American Birkebeiner 
will be held on Saturday, 
Feb. 24. 

For more information 
pertaining to the his-
toric event, as well as 
2023 race statistics, and 
upcoming registration 
information, informa-
tion can be found on the 
American Birkebeiner 
website at birkie.com. 
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Local angler nets a Steelhead from the Brule River.
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Skiers working their way down Railroad St. in 
Hayward, Wis.
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If you’re looking for a way 
to get outdoors but don’t 
have the right equipment, 
Superior Adventures 
Gear Rental has you 
covered. 

Nestled in the back of 
the Marcovich Wellness 
Center, Superior Adven-
tures offers members of 
both the UW-Superior 
community, as well as 
the surrounding Superior 
area with outdoor equip-
ment. 

Ranging from camping 
gear such as sleeping bags 
and tents, to water travel 
equipment including 
canoes, kayaks, stand-up 
paddle boards, and win-
ter sports equipment such 
as skis and snowshoes. 

The rental center offers 
a daily rate, a three-day 
rate, as well as a seven-
day rate. 

Those who are associated 
with the UWS commu-
nity receive a discounted 
rate on equipment. 

According to Sean Mon-
nier, the Recreation 
Program Coordinator 
on campus, the center is 
currently in the process 
of being renovated. 

“A lot of our camping 
equipment was, you 
know, from the nineties 

and early 2000s, so now 
we’re updating all of that 
stuff, so we’re getting 
brand new equipment,” 
said Monnier.

Monnier also went 
mentioned that there 
are some other changes 
coming as well. “Our 
ski bindings are being 
updated, and we have a 
skate sharpener that we’re 
going to start offering,” 
Monnier said. 

For more information 
regarding rates and the 
equipment that is of-
fered, visitors can visit 
the university’s website, 
the MWC front desk, or 
stop into the rental center 
in MWC 1438, Mon 
through Fri, from 3 p.m. 
to 6 p.m.
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Finn Purnell, working at the front desk at at Superior 
Adventures.
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A fever swept across 
northwest Wiscon-
sin this past month, 
affecting over 10,000 
people. No, it wasn’t 
another COVID vari-
ant, but what is known 
throughout the cross-
country ski commu-
nity as “Birkie Fever.”
 
The Slumberland 
American Birkebeiner 
is North America’s 
largest cross-country 
ski marathon, held its 
annual “Birkie Week,” 
which began on 
Wednesday, Feb. 22, 
and ended on Sunday, 
Feb. 26. 

This multi-day cel-
ebration, which was 
filled with fun, com-
petition, and plenty of 
snow, drew skiers and 
spectators from all 
around the world to 
the Cable-Hayward 


