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REVIEW | Merry Kiss Cam

“Arsenic and Old Lace” Performed in Manion
ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

“Merry Kiss Cam” 2022

uws-promethean.com — December 8, 2022

Imagine having the 
Panama Canal in your 
basement while finding 
out an usual, zany family 
dynamic. “Arsenic and 
Old Lace” premiered in 
the Manion Theater at the 
University of Wisconsin-
Superior Holden Fine 
Arts building on Nov. 
11. This play featured 13 
actors like Sheri Tesareck, 
Rob Larson, and Kathy 
Laasco, and was directed 
by retired UWS professor 
Cathy Fank.

This is the first alumni 
play that the UWS The-
atre Department put 
on after the COVID-19 
pandemic cancelled “The 
Octette Bridge Club” last 
fall.

The story of “Arsenic and 
Old Lace” follows Mor-
timer Brewster, played by 

Rob Larson, as he discov-
ers a body hidden in the 
window seat. From there, 
Mortimer grasps for his 
sanity as he finds out 
that his aunts, his uncle, 
and even his estranged 
brother are crazier than 
he thought. All while 
trying to reassure his new 
finance Elaine Harper, 
played by Sydney Adkins, 
that everything is alright.

“Arsenic and Old Lace” 
has impacted Fank to 
dedicate a show, which 
broke one of her self-
imposed rules. Fank said, 
“I have never been fond 
of ‘dedicating’ my work-
ing on production to 
someone, but this year I 
am breaking that rule. In 
August, university theater 
alum Jessica Gast lost her 
valiant battle against ovar-
ian cancer.” A composite 
of support came from the 
director, stage manager, 

and assistant stage man-
ager. 

The set for “Arsenic and 
Old Lace” was built by 
Communicating Arts 
Professor Sue Wegan, 
her COMM 350 Creative 
Collaboration class and 
her COMM 180 Intro to 
Technical Theatre class. 
Additional help came 
from Wegan’s COMM 122 
Theatre Appreciation class 
with some of the props.

“Arsenic and Old Lace” 
was written by Joseph 
Kesselring and premiered 
on Jan. 10, 1941, in the 
Fulton Theater on Broad-
way. The film based on 
the play was written by 
Julius J. Epstein and Phil-
lip G. Epstein and opened 
in 1944.

“Arsenic and Old Lace” 
performed on Nov. 11, 12, 
18, and 19 at 7:30 p.m., 
and Nov 13 and 20 for a 2 
p.m. matinee.

The UWS Theater Depart-
ment will have auditions 
at the start of the spring 
2023 semester for Ros-
sini’s Cinderella opera. 
Auditions will be paired 
with an opera workshop 
class.

Riize Michele
mriize@uwsuper.edu

It’s the holiday season 
so you know what that 
means. That’s right, 
Christmas movie season. 
“Merry Kiss Cam” star-
ring Katie Lowes (Jess), 
Jesse Bradford (Danny), 
and UW-Superior’s very 
own Tom Hansen (an-
nouncer) tells the story 
of a Duluth bar owner 
(Danny) who goes on a 
date with a local artist 
(Jess) to a University of 
Minnesota Duluth hock-
ey game and they fall for 
each other after sharing a 
kiss for the kiss cam. 

They become a lucky 
charm for the Bulldogs 
and the rest of the story 
follows the progression of 
their relationship. 

Overall this movie is pret-
ty comparable to Hall-
mark Christmas movies 

but does a better job at 
building up the relation-
ship, getting you invested 
in their relationship and 
including humor at the 
right time. The entire 
movie takes place in the 
Duluth area and includes 
many scenes shot at well-
known Duluth locations. 

There’s also many refer-
ences to local attractions 
that makes the movie a 
must watch for any Du-
luth area residents. 

“Merry Kiss Cam” is 
available for streaming 
exclusively on Hulu so all 
you need is a Hulu sub-
scription to watch it. 

Overall the movie was a 
fun watch with a corny 
but interesting love story, 
and some funny mo-
ments. 

Final Rating: 6.9/10 

Prestin Douville
pdouvill@uwsuper.edu

The set to ‘Arsenic and Old Lace’
Photo by Riize Michele

REVIEW | Black Panther II
“Black Panther: Wakanda Forever” 2022

“Black Panther: Wakanda 
Forever” is the latest in-
troduction into the Mar-
vel Cinematic Universe. 

Marvel and “Black Pan-
ther” fans alike were 
left wondering in what 
direction Marvel would 
take the character after 
the tragic death of “Black 
Panther” lead Chadwick 
Boseman, who passed 
away in November of 
2020 after a long battle 
with colon cancer. 

“Black Panther: Wakanda 
Forever” stars Letitia 
Wright (Shuri), Lupita 
Nyong’o (Nakia), Danai 
Gurura (Okoye), Win-
ston Duke (M’Baku), 
Dominique Thorne (Iron 
Heart), and Tenoch 
Huerta (Namor). 

The film follows the 
people of Wakanda fight-
ing to protect their home 
from the rest of world, af-

ter the death of their king 
T’Challa (Boseman). 

The film had its obstacles 
—  most notably the 
death of Boseman — but 
the film does a great job 
advancing the story in 
a way that is respect-
ful to Boseman and also 
doubles as an emotional 
tribute to him. 

The film also does a good 
job developing the char-
acters from past projects 
and introducing interest-
ing new characters, most 
notably Namor, and Iron 
Heart. 

Ryan Coogler continues 
to prove that he is one 
of the best directors at 
Marvel, and this film is 
making lots of people 
interested in his future 
projects both inside the 
Marvel Cinematic Uni-
verse and beyond. 

Final Rating: 8.4/10

Prestin Douville
pdouvill@uwsuper.edu

that’s depicted is some-
one who lives around the 
Twin Ports.

Although “Trauma 
Queen” is a love letter 
to the people that have 
affected Koch’s life in a 
positive way, Koch felt 
isolated when she started 
the series, stating, “These 
were created during a 
time where I was very 
isolated so I think the 
solo subject really cap-
tures that feeling. It is a 
show about nostalgia and 
childhood memories; it is 
about struggle, it’s about 
all different aspects of 

life. There’s a lot of joyful 
things inside. There’s a 
lot of dark things inside. 
It’s kind of an experience 
itself that you can take on 
a rollercoaster, and hope-
fully help you look a little 
deeper inside yourself.”

“Trauma Queen” will be 
available throughout the 
rest of the semester in 
the Kruk Gallery. Un-
fortunately, as of Nov. 
18, the adult sized pillow 
fort with projections was 
closed down as it was only 
available for a limited 
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Koch’s show had multiple people come and go during open-
ing night of the gallery.
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KUWS airs 91 Jazz 
Street from 7 p.m. to 
10 p.m. and then the 
Dean’s list from 10 p.m. to 
1 a.m. Whether students 
have experience working 
at a radio station or just 
getting their foot in the 
door, KUWS welcomes 
all. 

“I went there 
with no radio 
knowledge,” said 
Adam Demuth, 
a fifth-year 
student here at 
UWS. Demuth 
has been work-
ing at KUWS 
since his first 
year of col-
lege. In his fifth 
year at KUWS, 
Demuth is the 

director of sports broad-
casting. 

The radio station teaches 
students skills they can 
apply to their careers. 
KUWS is flexible to ac-
commodate student’s 
busy schedules. “As a 
student, you can basically 

choose your hours,” said 
DeMuth. If interested in 
applying at KUWS, visit 
their webpage, uwsuper.
edu/kuws. The on-campus 
radio station has a lot 
to offer for students to 
gain experience in radio 
broadcasting. 
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UWS students participated in gingerbread house making contest 
which was sponsored by YAC.
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