
Cheerleaders throughout 
the years have been the 
pinnacle for many young 
adults in high school and 
college. 

In recent times, cheer-
leading has started to 
fade away, especially at 
the University of Wis-
consin-Superior. Abi-
gail Bourque is here to 
change things around. 

Bourque is the UWS’s 
head cheer coach, while 
also managing her time 
to study for her
history education major.

“It’s been hard to get 
the club back together 
because there are people 
who don’t know what the 
cheer club is like due to 
COVID and not seeing 
the group in action at 
games,” Bourque said. 

Bourque said that this 
year the group has had 
a great turnout so far, 
having around 20 girls 
showing up for each 
practice.

 “The group has re-
ally caught on fast to the 
cheers, which is exciting. 
The stunts have been 
lacking, but stunting 

can be quite hard both 
physically and mentally.       
We just need to build that 
trust in each other.” 
 
“I decided to join be-
cause my friend said, 
‘Hey I’m going to join 
the cheer club, you 
should come to a meet-
ing with me.’ So I went 
to the meeting, fell in 
love, and decided I 
wanted to do it,” fresh-
man and new member 
Elizabeth Prudlow said. 

Although it is still early 
in the season, Prudlow 
already has her favorite 
parts of cheer. 
“My favorite part of 

cheer is, well, all of it. I 
love going to the games, 
cheering for our school 
and teams, the people in 
cheer are all so positive. 
It’s all around fantastic,” 
said Prudlow. 

Both Bourque and Prud-
low have some hopes 
and goals for the season. 
Prudlow said, “One of 
the biggest things I am 
looking forward to this 
season is cheering with 
all of my friends and get-
ting to watch the games.” 

“My biggest goal for this 
season is for the club 
to be recognized by the 
community,” Bourque 

said. That being to be 
respected and show that 
we represent UWS. That 
way when people see us 
they think of UWS and 
how good the college is 
all around.” 

If you have any ques-
tions, you can email 
Bourque at abourque@
uwsuper.edu, or you 
can simply show up to a 
practice.  

Practices are held Mon-
days, Thursdays, and 
Sundays at the Marco-
vich Wellness Center in 
the dance studio from 7 
p.m. to 9 p.m.
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PROFILE | Ty Proffitt

Majoring in exercise 
science with a minor 
in sports management/
coaching, Ty Proffitt is 
one determined senior 
this fall semester at the 
University of Wisconsin-
Superior. 

Originating from Fair-
banks, Alaska, Proffitt 
enjoys numerous hobbies 
such as hunting, fishing, 
and his favorite, hockey. 

Proffitt plays forward on 
the UWS men’s hockey 
team, but his debut 
started in his home state 
of Alaska where he played 
junior hockey. 

While playing, his team 
drew crowds of thousands 

of people, which brought 
out the best in him. 
“Playing in front of that 
many people is exciting. 
There’s nothing better 
than celebrating in front 
of that many people,” 
Proffitt said. 

In Superior, he doesn’t 
get the luxury of having 
that many fans, but gets 
to play in National Colle-
giate Athletic Association 
(NCAA) division three 
hockey which is very 
competitive. 

Playing hockey for any-
one can take a massive 
toll on the body, but Prof-
fitt is a perfect example of 
a player that isn’t afraid to 
use his body to his advan-
tage.

“I have shoulder problems 
dislocating it a couple of 
times, also my nose has 
problems,” said Proffitt.

He is willing to endure all 
of this because, for Prof-
fitt hockey is his greatest 
passion in life.

Proffitt played for the 
Fairbanks Ice Dogs, a 
North American Hockey 
League team that his 
father, Rob Proffitt is the 
general manager of. 

Once he is done with col-
lege a career in managing 
a sports team is a huge 
possibility for Proffitt in 
the future.
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Cheering for a Comeback

“We’ve adopted the 
phrase: ‘Try, Fail, Fix’ 
and constantly use that 
as our process,” Upper 
Midwest Athletics Con-
ference Coach of the Year 
Mooney said.

On a game day, Pare-
des wakes up and grabs 
breakfast at Big Apple 
Bagels and goes to class. 

After class, he does 
homework and plays a 
couple of games of FIFA 
before heading to the 
field. 

Paredes has been playing 
soccer for about 15 years 
and was named to the 
UMAC honorable men-
tion team this season.

His youngest memory 
playing this sport as a kid 
is playing forward at the 
time and scoring three 
goals in a game. 

It was Paredes’ dad, Polo 
Paredes, who taught him 
about soccer at a young 
age. 

“He always pushed me to 
try and become the best 
version of himself,” Alex 
said about his father, 

Polo Paredes, who also 
played college soccer. 

If Paredes played any 
other position it would 
be forward. 

He says he was pretty 
good at it when he was 
three.

Much like his favorite 
professional athlete, 
Christiano Ronaldo.
 
Paredes admires because 
of the work ethic and 
discipline on and off the 
field Ronaldo has shown 
for many years. Paredes palms a soccer ball in front of Buzz in the MWC. 
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Cheer practice in the Marcovich Wellness Center.
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In the consolation game 
of the tournament a poor 
shooting performance 
from Lawrence would 
cost them losing 80-43 to 
Central. 

This game would set up 
the tournament cham-
pionship between the 
Pioneers and Yellowjack-
ets. Going into halftime 
the Yellowjackets held a 
ten point lead but would 
squander the lead ulti-
mately losing 77-68.

This game would see six 
technical fouls, four for 
the Yellowjackets and 
two for the Pioneers. 

“It was a good game 
up until the technical 
fouls and without those 
impacting the game I 
think it could have been 
an outcome in favor of 
the Yellowjackets,” said 
Alex Wilber who was 
in attendance of the last 
game of the tournament. 

Although unsuccessful 
in the Merrill Thompson 
Classic finale, the Yel-
lowjackets competed 
well in two early season 
games against out of 
conference opponents.

THOMPSON CLASSIC 
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Ty Proffitt, a forward for men’s hockey in Wessman Arena
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