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Alumni Surfs Lake Superior

Waves crash down hard 
as the cold winds blowing 
from the Northeast leave 
faces numb. 

Peter Birschbach, a 2021 
graduate from the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin-
Superior drops down the 
face of a wave, his feet 
planted sturdily on his 
eight foot surfboard. 

He rides the wave until 
its power ceases and the 
whitewater dissipates, 
then quickly jumping 
back onto his board, he 
paddles out to do it again. 
Birschbach has been surf-
ing Lake Superior since 
the spring of the CO-
VID-19 pandemic in 2020 
and has kept up with it 
ever since. 

“I wanted to start because 
it looked like a great 
workout and appealing 
lifestyle, as well as a way 
to connect with nature,” 
Birschbach said.

Some of the best waves 
on Lake Superior can 
be found between mid-
September and early April 
when winds of 18 to 19 
miles per hour are more 
common. 

While this seems like it 
would be a miserable time 
to be in the water, surfers 
are prepared with their 
five to seven millimeter 

thick wetsuits, gloves, and 
booties.

There are a number of 
reasons as to why people 
are drawn to surfing, 
whether it be for the ex-
ercise or the desire to try 
something different.

Birschbach maintains his 
love for the surfing life for 
a couple of reasons. “My 
favorite part is probably 
that while I’m doing it I 
don’t care about anything 
else in the world, and the 
feeling of riding a wave 
is an incredible feeling,” 
Birschbach said.

With a growing number 
of individuals taking to 
the lake in recent years, 
the surfing lifestyle has 
begun to grasp the Twin 
Ports area. 

One of the most popular 
areas to surf is along Min-
nesota’s North Shore, and 
while many surfers make 
the trek to designated 
beaches along this stretch 
of lake shore, Birschbach 
tends to explore more of 
what Wisconsin has to of-
fer on the south shore of 
the lake. 

Oftentimes finding re-
mote locations with little 
to no other surfers pres-
ent, allowing him to build 
an even stronger connec-
tion to the icy blue waters 
of Lake Superior.
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Birschbach holding his surfboards on Lake Superior.
Photo provided by Peter Birschbach

The University of Wis-
consin-Superior has a 
variety of student clubs 
and organizations, one 
of which is the UW-Su-
perior Marksmanship 
Club. 

According to the Pept-
omist, the Marksman-
ship Club has been 
around campus since 
1929, but now the club 
is no longer considered 
an intercollegiate sport. 

Still, the Marksman-
ship Club competes in 
the Western Intercol-
legiate Rifle Conference 
alongside other univer-
sities including Pur-
due, Michigan Tech, 
Michigan State, among 
others. 

The captain and 
president of the UW-
Superior Marksman-
ship Club, Aik (Hayk) 
Arzumanyan is a com-
puter science major. 
Arzumanyan oversees 
recruitment and helps 
ready the team for 
competition. 

vThe Marksmanship 
Club does not teach 
personal protection or 
military shooting of 
any kind. Rather the 
club focuses on techni-
cal precision and focus, 
mental and physical 
awareness of calmness, 
and process instead of 
action, all skills es-
sential to this Olympic 
sport. 

The club uses highly 
specialized equipment, 
including the same 
type of small caliber 
target rifles as used 
in the Olympics and 
canvas suits intended 
to provide some sup-
port while steadying 
15-pound rifles for 60 
shots.

The coaches, Todd 
Blomfelt, Glen Novack 
and Chad Lampi are all 
former competitors and 
experienced instruc-
tors. They teach firearm 
safety, the commands 
of the firing line, and 
proper positions to 
achieve high scoring 
targets. 

The Marksmen Club 
meets every Tuesday 
at 5:30 p.m. For more 
information about the 
club and how to join 
contact either Arzu-
manyan, aarzuman@
uwsuper.edu, or Blom-
felt, tblomfe1@uwsuper.
edu.

Precision Point Accuracy at UWS

Wisconsin Rifle Deer Season Follow-up 

With the 2022 Wiscon-
sin Gun Deer Season 
wrapping up, statistics 
from the Wisconsin 
Department of Natu-
ral Resources website 
indicate that the state’s 
overall harvest was up 
by 14.4% from the pre-
vious 2021 season.

Hunters from all 
around the state 
flocked to the woods 
beginning on Saturday, 
Nov. 19, with the hopes 
of harvesting a white-
tail deer, which many 

of Wisconsin’s hunters 
found success.
 
According to the Wis-
consin DNR website, 
the overall number of 
registered harvests in 
the Northern Forest 
Zone where Douglas 
County resides, was 
56,482. With this sta-
tistic, 35,597 of those 
deer were antlered, and 
20,885 were antlerless. 

In total, the number of 
harvests for the 2022 
Gun Deer Season was 
over 200,000 deer.  

According to the Wis-
consin DNR website, 
“Preliminary figures 
show that hunters 
registered 203,295 deer 
during the 2022 gun 
deer season, including 
98,397 antlered and 
104,898 antlerless deer.” 

Each of the four deer 
management zones saw 
an increase in harvest-
ed deer from the 2021 
season. 

According to the Wis-
consin DNR website, 
“All four deer manage-
ment zones showed 
harvest increases from 
2021 for both ant-
lered and antlerless 
harvests. The Central 
Forest Zone (+30.6%) 
saw the most signifi-
cant increase, with the 
Northern Forest Zone 
(+19.3%) also seeing a 
considerable increase.”

The 2022 Wiscon-
sin Gun Deer Season 
ended on Sunday, No-
vember 27.
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The woods during the 2022 Wisconsin Gun Deer Season
Photo  by  Jake Zimmer
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 … The United States Declares War on Japan in 1941. 
This historic event occurred at 12:30 p.m.

 President Franklin D. Roosevelt took stage in front of a 
joint session of Congress and delivered his famous “Day 

of Infamy Speech” to the world. In his speech, FDR asked 
that Congress declare war on Japan and officially bring 

the United States into World War II. 

Just the day before on Dec. 7, the Japanese had launched 
a surprise attack on the United States Naval Base at Pearl 

Harbor which killed 2,403 people. 

At 4:00 p.m. President Roosevelt signed the declaration 
of war after Congress unanimously voted in support of 

war.

The only person in Congress who voted against war was 
Montana Congresswoman Jeanette Rankin who was the 
first woman to hold federal office in the United States.

 The United States remained at war with Japan until Sept. 
2, 1945 when Japan officially surrendered on the 

USS Missouri. 
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Marksmanship members in their prone position practicing.
Photo  by  Rene Williams

Buzz Your Way Over to KUWS

For students at the 
University of Wiscon-
sin-Superior that are 
interested in working at 
a radio station, KUWS 
91.3 FM is the place. 

KUWS is a student-
run radio station here 
on campus associated 
with Wisconsin Public 
Radio. 

Located on the third 
floor of Holden Fine 
and Applied Arts Cen-
ter, the KUWS radio 
station allows students 
to learn about the radio 
broadcast industry. 

KUWS offers several 
recording booths and 
ultramodern equip-
ment for students to 
learn how to use. This 
equipment will en-

able students to record 
professional-sounding 
projects to air on 
KUWS. “We broad-
cast locally produced 
student programming 
weeknights from 7 p.m. 
to 1 a.m.,” said Paul 
Damberg, the northern 
regional manager for 
WPR. 
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