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Mark MacLean is the 
Director of Internation-
al Admissions, over-
seeing recruiting and 
admitting on-campus 
international students. 
MacLean has been 
working for the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin-
Superior since 2004. 

MacLean has lived in 
eight different coun-
tries before beginning 
work at campus. He 
even has a Master of 
Arts in Teaching Eng-
lish as a Second Lan-
guage (ESL), from the 
University of Illinois at 
Champaign-Urbana. 
MacLean has taught 
English in Czech Re-
public, Costa Rica, 
Ecuador for 18 months, 
and South Korea. 

MacLean’s goal for 
many international 
students is to be pre-
pared and positioned 
for a successful career 
in their field. 

It’s always MacLean’s 
hope and advice that 
students take owner-
ship over their experi-
ences. Student orga-
nizations, on-campus 
employment, research, 
athletics, outdoor rec-
reation, are just some of 
the opportunities out 
there for international 
students that are on-

campus. “We also live 
in an amazing area, 
and I hope to see stu-
dents get off campus 
into the community 
and have the experienc-
es that drew so many 
tourists to our region,” 
said MacLean. 

According to the In-
stitute of International 
Education (IIE) Open 
Doors report, it was 
announced that nation-
wide, international un-
dergraduate enrollment 
decreased 4% from 
fall 2020 to fall 2021. 
However, at UWS, en-
rollment increased by 
almost 12%. 

MacLean mentioned 
many different chal-
lenges he faces in 
his job including, 
evaluating academic 
credentials from ever-
changing educational 
systems around the 
world, helping interna-
tional students navigate 

the process of applying 
for student visas at U.S. 
embassies and consul-
ates, and processing the 
surge of international 
applications in recent 
years. “We received 
more than 600 interna-
tional applications for 
fall 2022 compared to 
less than 200 in fall of 
2019,” said MacLean. 

MacLean finds his job 
enormously gratify-
ing saying, “Personal 
growth comes from 
immersing yourself 
in another culture.” 
MacLean has helped 
more than a thousand 
international students 
enroll at UWS. The 
most popular majors 
for international stu-
dents are in computer 
science, biology, and 
the various offerings in 
the School of Business 
and Economics, includ-
ing transportation and 
logistics management. 

Akimi Baba is an 
international student 
from Taito-ku, a town 
in Tokyo, Japan. Baba 
has always had a dream 
of studying in the 
states, yet it was Aug. 
30, 2022, when she first 
visited the U.S.
 
Baba was a little girl 
when her mother told 
her, ‘I want you to 
study in a different 
country,’ however, she 
didn’t have the oppor-
tunity until now. 

It took guts to study 
in a different country, 
especially one where 
Baba didn’t know the 
language all too well.  
On top of that, Japa-
nese and English have 
different grammatical 
structures adding onto 
Baba’s struggles.

Baba faced many cul-
tural differences, one of 
which is how you greet 
one another. In Ja-
pan people don’t greet 
acquaintances and 
say things like, “How 
are you?” In America, 
people often smile at 
strangers and even 
slight acquaintances 
when you see them. 
In Japan, people tend 
to look away immedi-
ately when they make 
eye contact, and rarely 
smile.

Baba said, “I really like 
the way we do things 
here in the states.” Baba 
likes the kindness and 
friendliness in Amer-
ica. 

UWS graciously helped 
Baba as she transi-
tioned to the states. 
“I am not as good as 
speaking English as 
other international 
students, so I feel that 
the kindness of the 
teachers and students 
here give me the oppor-
tunity to improve my 
English,” Baba said.

At times, Baba truly 
misses Japan, especially 
her family and friends. 
“There are 17 different 
time zones between Ja-
pan and the states. It is 
difficult to even call my 
family,” said Baba. “I 
love my hometown, but 
now I live near Tokyo. 
It is also a very livable 
area.”

Baba is majoring in 
business administra-
tion with a minor in 
communications, while 
her major was commu-
nications at her Japa-
nese university.

Baba isn’t quite sure 
where she sees herself 
in ten years, yet she’s 
happy with her deci-
sion to move to Amer-
ica and excited for the 
opportunities her new 
journey provides.
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Students can see where the flags are of all of international 
students that have attended UWS.
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Sustainability Club Brings O2GO to Campus

This semester, the 
Sustainability Club 
introduced the O2GO 
Container Program, 
allowing students a way 
to be more sustainable 
while dining out on 
campus. “We want to 
replace the single use 
plastic containers to the 
reusable container, so it 
lessens the assumption 
of plastic consumed,” 
said Vice President of 
the Sustainability Club 
Tamami Igeta.

With the current con-
sumption of single use 
plastic containers in the 
Yellowjacket Union, the 
Sustainability Club set 
up a black collection 
box for students to de-
posit green plastic con-
tainers that Chartwells 
will wash and reuse.

The Sustainability Club 
used their club budget 
from the Segregated 
University Fee Al-
location Committee 
(SUFAC) to order the 
O2GO containers and 
drop box.  

O2GO Container 
Program started with 
a company aimed to 

make the United States 
a sustainable place 
called OZZI. Accord-
ing to their website, 
OZZI is “... designed for 
college and university 
campus dining centers 
as well as all facets of 
business and indus-
try…”

All students need to do 
to participate is signup 
with the QR that you 
can find at any Sustain-
ability Club tabling, 
order lunch or din-
ner using their jacket 
points, and return the 
sustainable container 
to a black O2GO box 
located in front of the 
Brick Oven Grill. “One 

is as an incentive where 
the more points that 
are connected onto 
your jacket points. The 
more times you use 
a reusable container 
the more things that 
you can get to be more 
sustainable from the 
Sustainability Club,” 
said Igeta.

The Sustainability Club 
also has a free store 
in Old Main 131 and 
holds weekly meetings 
in YU 203 between 5-6 
p.m. on Fridays. You 
can join the Sustain-
ability Club at either 
one of their meetings 
or on JacketHub.
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After students return their empty O2GO boxes they can collect 
a new coin at the Brick Oven Grill.
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