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REVIEW | House of the Dragon

Coffee and Cinema Sparks Film Conversations
ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

“House of the Dragon” 2022

uws-promethean.com — November 10, 2022

Grab your popcorn and 
a cup of joe for Coffee 
and Cinema, a free event 
featuring food, coffee, and 
of course, movies, here on 
the University of Wis-
consin-Superior campus. 
Alison Wielgus, associate 
professor of media stud-
ies in the Communicating 
Arts Department, created 
the event in hopes of con-
necting the UWS com-
munity through conversa-
tions around film. 

“Each event is going to 
feature a movie that will 
be presented in col-
laboration between the 
Communicating Arts 
department and a differ-
ent department or office 
on campus. We’re trying 
to schedule them around 
special events, during 
the school year or other 
calendar events,” Wielgus 
said.

Each film will be intro-
duced by Wielgus and 
a faculty member on 
campus who has com-
pleted research relating to 
the film or is interested in 
topics and themes the film 
proposes. Upon viewing, 
audience members can 
then join in on an infor-
mal discussion around the 
movie. 

“The goal of Coffee and 
Cinema is to create an 
event that is welcoming 
to students and faculty on 
campus that has a lower 

barrier of entry than a 
formal lecture. We want 
to allow people to have 
slightly deeper conversa-
tions about film attached 
to other issues, but also 
to bring together differ-
ent groups on campus as 
we have a tendency to be 
siloed in our own build-
ings and groups,” said 
Wielgus. 

“I think it’s a really fun 
event for all people 
whether you’re a com-
municating arts major 
or not. It’s a great way to 
not only see films you 
may not have watched 
on your own and learn 
about specific aspects and 
themes of the film,” said 
Bria Skow, a student and 
frequent attendee of Cof-
fee and Cinema.

The event is modeled 
after the cine-clubs and 
cinematheques that began 

in the early 20th century, 
where viewer discussion 
was often encouraged 
upon viewing a film. Cof-
fee and Cinema continues 
this practice of shared 
viewer experience, and it 
encourages participants to 
watch films more closely 
to how they were intend-
ed to be seen, especially 
after the pandemic lim-
ited viewers to watching 
movies in their homes. 

“I feel like during COVID 
we got used to watching 
films on our phones or on 

our laptops in our homes, 
and it is so nice to enjoy 
films together with other 
people,” said Wielgus. 
“One of the things I heard 
from so many different 
groups on campus was 
how frustrating it was 
that the university felt 
really disconnected, and 
that is something that 
was especially exasper-
ated by COVID because 
it was hard to actually see 
people in public.”

Several films have already 
been screened as part of 
the program, including 
“The Prince and the Pau-
per” in conjunction with 
the music department 
and “Candyman” with the 
Jim Dan Hill Library. The 
next film in the program’s 
series is “Arsenic and 
Old Lace” which will be 
screened on Monday, Nov. 
14 to coincide with the 
opening of the campus 
play of the same name. 
Wielgus will be joined 
by communicating arts 
professor Brent Notbohm 
to introduce the film and 
discuss the process of film 
adaptation as it relates to 
the play. 

“Film is nothing if not a 
medium that brings in a 
lot of different fields and 
approaches and disci-
plines. I think a lot of 
times when we’re in film 
classes, a lot of people are 
looking at cinema from 
the filmmaker’s mind, 
and it’s interesting to 
view it from the mind of 
someone who has been 
researching the topics 
discussed in the film,” said 
Wielgus. 
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Over three years after 
the disappointing series 
finale, “Game of Thrones” 
is back. HBO’s newest se-
ries “House of the Drag-
on” starring Rhys Ifans, 
Matt Smith, Milly Alcock, 
and Emma D’Arcy was 
looking to recapture 
everything that was great 
in the original “Game of 
Thrones” series and it’s 
safe to say that they did 
not disappoint. 

Taking place about 200 
years before the events of 
“Game of Thrones,” the 
“House of the Dragon” 
follows Princess Rhae-
nyra and the rest of the 
Targaryen family as they 
battle each other for the 
Iron Throne. 

The series does a great job 
implementing things the 
“Game of Thrones” fan-
dom has grown to love, 
including the politics, 
action, gore, interesting 
characters and plot taking 
place in the vast fantasy 
world Westeros. 

The series is a breath of 
fresh air for fans who 
were disappointed with 
the final season of “Game 
of Thrones” and an IMDb 
audience score of 8.6/10 
backs this claim. “House 
of the Dragon” is a must 
watch for any fan of 
“Game of Thrones” or 
HBO Max subscriber as 
the show will keep you at 
the end of your seat and 
leave you wanting more. 

Final Rating: (9.1/10)
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Students snacked out and conversed about “Candyman” 
(1992) at the last Coffee and Cinema in HFAC.
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OPINION | University Piano Recital Enrique Graf

The University of Wiscon-
sin-Superior holds a series 
of recitals from talented 
people for the music 
department. Tuesday, Oct. 
18, was the night of clas-
sical sounds, as UWS held 
its second series of recitals 
in the Webb Auditorium 
in the Holden Fine Arts 
building.

Inside the Webb Audito-
rium, an all-black piano 
stood out solo on stage for 
the Uruguayan American 
pianist Enrique Graf. 

I was astounded because 
this was my first time 
inside the Webb Audito-
rium.  The entire perfor-
mance was executed with 
an exacting aspect that I 

felt was stimulating and 
refreshing.   

Graf remarkably used no 
sheet music, and his selec-
tion of musical pieces 
were of both classical and 
jazz musicians like Wolf-
gang Amadeus Mozart 
and George Gershwin.

During an intermission, 
Graf talked to the audi-

ence which gave them a 
snippet of his life experi-
ences from around the 
world.

I was blown away by his 
pre-intermission perfor-
mance. Music apprecia-
tors can follow Graf on 
his musical journey on 
Instagram @enriquegraf.

Riize Michele
mriize@uwsuper.edu

UWS Jazz band during warm-ups.
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Do You Like Jazz? 

The University of Wis-
consin-Superior campus 
hosted the Tri-State Jazz 
Festival on Thursday, 
Oct. 17, in the Thorpe 
Langley Auditorium. The 
concert consisted of live 
performances from the 
UWS Jazz Ensemble and 
the Tri-State Honor Jazz 
Band. 

The Tri-State Festival 
became its own event in 
2007, where talented high 
schoolers from across 
the northland combined 
their talents to put on a 
performance for the com-
munity. Students began 
practicing together to 
learn from one another 
and to further increase 
their band skills while 
having a bit of fun. 

“Honestly it was a You-
Tube video I found 
in fifth grade. My dad 
showed me a guy playing 
a saxophone and I knew I 
wanted to play,” said Ka-
leb Beack, a Denfeld High 
saxophonist.

Haven Anderson, another 
musician from Denfeld 
plays the piano, drums, 
and violin. “I have a little 
nerves, but I have been 
looking forward to this 
since last year’s festival 
so it makes sense,” said 
Anderson. 

The night’s performance 
showcased many solo 
acts, both Anderson and 
Beack included. Begin-
ning with the UWS 
students warming up the 
crowd led by Greg Kehl 
Moore, the jazz program 
director. 

Aidan Anderson, a third 
year student at UWS has 
been playing the trum-
pet for nearly a decade. 
“Music keeps me going, 
listening to what I love, 
and playing the stuff I 
love with the people I love 
is indescribable,” Ander-
son said. 

The evening concluded 
with roaring applause, 
celebrating the passion 
for jazz and each other’s 
musical skills. 

Jackson Mittlstadt
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Enrique Graf speaking to audiences during recital.
Photo by Riize Michele

REMINDER
The play “Arsenic and Old 

Lace” is set to premeire 
Nov. 11.

Tickets are $5 for students 
and will perform until 

Nov. 20.


