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COMMENTARY | Gov. Tony Evers 
Speaks to Students in Open Discussion

A celebration of dances 
and stories of tradi-
tional Native American 
cultures were show-
cased here at University 
of Wisconsin-Superior. 
 
People gathered around 
the Maawanji’idiwin 
- The Place Where We 
Come Together on 
Oct. 10 for Indigenous 
Peoples’ Day. 
 
The Indigenous Cul-
tures Resource Center 
(ICRC) Native Nations 
Student Organization 
(NNSO) invited stu-
dents, faculty, and the 
community to celebrate 
indigenous people from 
different cultures. 
 
“We have our own rich 
traditions and cultures. 
That’s why Indigenous 
People’s Day is so 
important. because we 

want it to be a celebra-
tion and actually show 
our culture; we’re still 
here and we have been 
here,” said President of 
Native Nations Student 
Organization Dillion 
Krisik. 
 
Minnesota has rec-
ognized Indigenous 
People’s Day since 
2014, with Wisconsin 
following suit in 2019. 
Previously the day was 
known as Columbus 
Day. 
 
“He’s kinda described 
as the man who came 
over in 1942, sailed the 
ocean blue, founded 
‘America’. Even though 
there were plenty of 
people here who re-
sided here already,” 
said Krisik. “So those 
statements you often 
get taught in school 
‘he founded’ kind of 
make it seem like he’s 
brought over all of 

these nice things. we’re 
not trying to forget 
him. He happened and 
he is a part of history, 
but we’re also trying to 
make it known that he 
shouldn’t be seen as a 
hero.” 
 
During the celebration, 
dances such as grass, 
jingle, fancy shawl 

as well as intertribal 
dances were showcased, 
giving those who aren’t 
familiar with the cul-
ture a chance to be 
involved. 
 
NNSO holds meetings 
in Swenson 1030 every 
Monday at 5 p.m. for 
chances for any student 
to be more involved. 

 
“We’re a welcoming 
space. We want all sorts 
of people to come in 
here and be comfort-
able. but it’s also pro-
viding a space that’s 
welcoming for people 
that are non-indige-
nous as well,” Krisik 
said.

Students Gathered for Indigenous People’s Day
Drew Kerner
akerner@uwsuper.edu

Native Nations Student Organization, Chiwaagamin Singers, and some local community 
members from the Red Cliff band of Ojibwe group photo.
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SGA Election Results
This fall’s election focused on the vacant seats 

that are currently present within the Student 
Government Association. This time around, 

three student have earned a seat with the SGA.

First Year Student Senate Department
Georgia Youngblood

Department of Communicating Arts; Music; Vi-
sual Arts; and Writing, Literature, and Language

Daniela Castiblanco Diaz

Department of Justice; Social Inquiry; and Hu-
man Behavior and Diversity 

Mose Kunau

The SGA gives students a voice in some of the 
decision making that can happen around campus.

One of the recent accomplishments from the 
SGA was this year’s fall break, which happened 

Oct. 27 and 28.

It is important to get to know your SGA repre-
sentative as they hold seats that represents all 
departments on campus. The SGA’s office is 

located at YU 156 and can be reached at 
senate@uwsuper.edu.

Student Loan Forgiveness
Applications are open through Dec. 31, 2023, for 

students to apply for student loan forgiveness.

Students can recieve up to $10,000 in debt relief or 
even $20,000 if student is pell eligible. Borrowers 

are expected to remake payments starting Jan. 2023.

This is a one-time debt relief that is provided by the 
U.S. Department of Education under the 

Biden-Harris Administration.

Debt Relief Applications can be found on the Federal 
Student Aid website. (studentaid.gov)

Wisconsin Gov. Tony 
Evers paid a visit to the 
University of Wisconsin-
Superior to converse with 
students about what col-
lege students would like 
to see done more in our 
state government. 
I was invited to take part 
in this discussion which 
had a range of topics cov-
ered from women’s work-
ing rights to LGBTQIA+ 
protection in both rural 
and urban areas.

This roundtable conver-
sation took place at YU 
Meeting Room 204 on 
Oct. 18, lasting 30 min-
utes. With 16 students 
being apart of the conver-

sation, not everyone had a 
chance to ask Gov. Evers a 
question.

“I feel like the conversa-
tion went in a good direc-
tion with what was dis-
cussed,” said Josh Porter, a 
student who attended the 
discussion. “Especially the 
mental health issues that 
were discussed. I think 
the most valuable part 
was giving students the 
opportunity to have their 
voice heard by someone 
who is in a position to 
make a difference.”

Another student, Zoe 
Tietz, brought up con-
cerns for K-12 funding 
in the state of Wisconsin, 

as she’s currently work-
ing towards a degree in 
education. I brought up 
concerns for chances 
of higher education in 
the more rural areas of 
Wisconsin, as I have seen 
friends and past class-
mates struggle to adjust to 
living in a bigger city with 
bigger schools. 

Gov. Ever’s team came 
prepared with a general-
ized list of issues that 
they were already aware 
of being in the minds of 
college-aged students, like 
legalizing marijuana and 
the importance of mental 
health. Our select group 
of students challenged the 
idea of mental healthcare 
by going further stating, 
“It’s difficult to receive the 
mental healthcare I need 
with insurance restric-
tions.”

Other areas of concern 
that students brought up 
were a lack of younger 
people running for 
political positions, envi-
ronmental  justice, and 
non-traditional student 
resources.

Drew Kerner
akerner@uwsuper.edu

Evers speaking to students about their areas of importance 
in Wisconsin.
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