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18 month son, husband, 
mother, and grandmoth-
er. 

“We just put everything 
fast in the car and we go 
away.” Shypulia’s fam-
ily left Kherson at 8 a.m. 
Feb. 24. “We followed the 
navigator to where to go 
and if you see something 
in the sky, just say beef 
and we will stop some-
where. As we were driv-
ing, we kept looking in 
the sky.” Their first night 
as refugees was spent on 

the church floor in Kher-
son where they slept on 
the floors with blankets 
provided by the church. 

Their next stop was on the 
Ukrainian border with 
Romania and Moldova 
where they stayed for five 
days in a motel and had 
to split into two groups to 
cross the Romanian bor-
der. One being Shypulia, 
her son, and her mother. 

The other was her hus-
band and grandmother 
who had to wait 24 hours 
to cross the Romanian 
border since she didn’t 
have a passport. They 
later reunited in Romania.

By Mar. 6, Shypulia’s fam-
ily was in Budapest, Hun-
gary, where they stayed at 
one of her Instagram fol-
lower’s house. “They gave 
us a cozy house, opportu-
nity to wash our clothes 
and even prepared some 
food.” Shypulia updated 
on her Instagram. 

One of Shypulia’s lan-
guage students invited 
them over for their next 
stay in Milano, Italy, 
where they arrived on 
Mar. 12. By Mar. 14, 
Shypulia’s family arrived 
at the Ukrainian Embassy 
in Barcelona, Spain. The 
Red Cross later settled 
them in Lloret de Mar, 
Spain, which is just north 
of Barcelona. 

Zhanna Shypulia has 
been teaching Russian as 
a foreign language since 
2015. Her career started 
as private lessons but has 
since grown to an online 
course. 

Her Instagram (@rus-
sian_up) has almost 36K 
followers and is one of 
the biggest accounts to 
teach Russian. Ukrainian 
support, Russian language 
courses, and her other 
socials are all linked in 
her Instagram.

Zhanna and her family at one of her follower’s house in Budapest.
Photo provided by Zhanna Shypulia
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Dillion Krisik: So, I have friends in Russia, I even visited 
Russia a while ago. But I have to sympathize with Ukraine 
as this war obviously sucks. War sucks. I believe that we 
need to sympathize with the Ukrainians, but we also can’t 
demonize the Russian people as my friends over there 
want peace. Like there are also protests going on in Russian 
cities demanding no war and stuff. So, it just sucks that 
people are present for stupid s--- like this because nobody 
is going to win really in the end of it. 

Brady Radloff: I’ve been keeping a close eye on that to just 
understand about what’s more is going on. I mean a lot of 
us are from the US, but we don’t know what they’re going 
through. Most of us haven’t fled our country or can even 
understanding how they can feel. It seems more like Putin’s 
war and not the peoples. These are people that know what’s 
going on and they have family living right across the bor-
der. I mean they could be having dinner one day and one’s 
country is bombing the other. 

Alex Skoraczewski: I think that a lot of people are forget-
ting that, like, it’s the people that get hurt at the end. But 
the Kenyan delegate for the United Nations said something 
about how when elephants fight and how it’s the grass that 
suffers. I think that is an important perspective.

With COVID cases 
declining in Superior, the 
testing site in the Marco-
vich Wellness Center 
(MWC) will close its 
doors to the general pub-
lic April 1. The site will 
continue to be open to 
University of Wisconsin-
Superior (UWS) students 
and faculty. 

Since the pandemic 
started in March of 2020, 
nearly 32,000 COVID-19 
tests have been per-
formed on campus.

Community members 
can still get tested for 
COVID at the Lake 
Superior Community 
Health Center, Walgreens 

locations across the Twin 
Ports, the DECC (Duluth 
Entertainment Conven-
tion Center), Essentia 
Health System, and St. 
Luke’s. 

People can also order free 
at-home COVID tests 
from The United States 
Department of Health 
and Human Services at 
www.covidtests.gov

UWS students and fac-
ulty can continue using 
the MWC test site after 
the ususal online pre-
registration.

Links are available on the 
university website as well 
as in Chancellor Renee 
Wachter’s email notice 
sent out on March 24, 
2022.

MWC COVID testing site 
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Zhanna Shypulia
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TV cameras were staged on top of risers for the broadcast 
of the President’s speech.

Photo by Jean Germano

Sophia Schwartz: (not pictured): Putin’s a $@#%!

Street Level Ministries 
is a group of college age 
students who meet every 
Monday at 6:00 p.m. for 
a bible study. They aim to 
bring life to the Universi-
ty of Wisconsin-Superior 
community and the Twin 
Ports.

“This group is a great way 
to get to know other stu-
dents, get to know who 
God is, grow in faith, and 
find real and tangible 
ways to serve the com-
munity,” Chelsey Moss 
said. 

Moss, a Street Level Min-
istries leader, expressed 
how much joy this group 
brings to her own life. 

To her it is incredibly im-
portant that one feel they 
are part of a community.

“There are really so many 
amazing and creative 
ways to get involved in 
this ministry. There is a 
place for everyone here,” 
Moss said.

“Street Level Ministries is 
a great way for students 
to get creative and ex-
plore their own talents 
while also bringing life 
to the community,’ said 
Moss. 

At Street Level Ministries, 
students can help serve 
the community by help-
ing in the coffee trailer 

and handing out free cof-
fee to people passing by. 

Another way students can 
get involved is by being 
a part of the Street Level 
Ministries radio station 
or magazine. 

The group also goes on 
mission trips, recently 
they traveled to Tennes-
see over Spring break 
to help repair a flooded 
community. 

“I am excited to go with 
my group and really 
make a difference in Ten-
nessee. One way we will 
be serving is by helping 
repair some of the dam-
ages to homes that have 
been ravaged by the 
flood,” Moss said.

In addition to Monday 
night bible study, the 
group has a campus 
church that meets every 
Wednesday night. 

There are people available 
to give students rides to 
each event said Moss. 

“I hope everyone who 
walks in the door can 
gain a sense of commu-
nity and belonging,” Moss 
said. 

Street Level Ministry 
events aren’t limited to 
students who attend 
UWS. Any college aged 
student is welcome to 
join.

Street Level Creates Spirital 
Community on Campus
Chloe Poaletti
cpoalett@uwsuper.edu

Student Views: What is your reaction to the 
Russian invasion of Ukraine?


