
The whole campus was in 
a frenzy due to the an-
nouncement of President 
Joe Biden requiring chang-
es in the daily rhythm 
across the campus. 

One thing on many stu-
dents’ minds, especially 
those that depend on the 
meal plan every day, was 
the question of what they 
were supposed to eat if the 
entire Yellowjacket Union; 
Caribou Coffee, Sono Latin 
Cuisine, Brick Oven Grille 
and of course The Union 
Cafe were all closed for the 
major event. 

Without much time and 
a little bit of secrecy the 
Chartwell team was forced 
to think quickly, being 
told only the day before 
the visit. Katrina Goehring 
found out on the Monday 
two days before but said, 
“We told the managers and 
kind of started planning 
and then Tuesday we could 
tell our staff.” 

The plan was to set up 
headquarters in Swenson 
Hall for the day and have 
a major helping of bagged 
lunches like those reminis-
cent of picnic day at school 
which included a sub, 
chips, choice of fruit and 
either a soda or water. 

The staff was left with one 
day to prepare all these 
options and even though 
they were given a large 
workload and little time 
Katrina and manager of 

catering Sarah Croucy said 
the staff was, “...excited and 
felt it was a great honor 
but were a bit disappointed 
they wouldn’t be able to see 
him.” 

The staff ’s excitement 
showed in everyone’s will-
ingness as Croucy pointed 
out, “The team just went 
straight into what they had 
to do to make the experi-
ence go smoothly.”

The number of students 
that came through was 
less than what normally 
runs through the cafete-
ria as they fed a bit over a 
hundred students lunch 
that day. That number was 
a little less than they had 
planned for and they were 
left with some leftovers. 

Just like all the leftovers 
they usually have at the 
end of the day, they donat-
ed the remaining non-per-
ishables to the Ruth House 
Community center in 
Superior. 
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Tuesday March 1, Pres-
ident Joe Biden gave his 
State of the Union address 
at the capitol building in 
Washington, DC. The next 
day the President flew to 
Duluth International Air-
port to make his first ad-
dress about the Bipartisan 
Infrastructure Bill at the 
Yellowjacket Union (YU.) 

That Wednesday, March 
2, the YU was shut down 
for security purposes and 
the days prior were filled 
with the moving of furni-
ture and setting the seating 
and stages needed for the 
presidential visit. This was 
the first time a president 
visited the University of 
Wisconsin-Superior, since 
former President John 
F. Kennedy visited UWS 
during his 1960 primary 
election campaign that was 
covered in the April 1st, 
1960, issue of The Pept-
omist.

During the event, Wis-
consin Senator Tammy 
Baldwin described how 
important this bill is to the 
Great Lakes region with 
$1 billion dollars going 
towards our infrastructure. 
The bill itself is described 
to go towards our bridges, 
like the Blatnik and Rich-
ard I. Bong bridges that 
connect us to Duluth. The 
bill also promises to fund 
roads, ports, dams, access 
to high-speed internet, 
replacing local lead pipes, 

and restoring local native 
land.

Biden spoke about how 
this bill will create local 
jobs to help boost the 
Twin Ports economy and 
how it will modernize and 
strengthen area infrastruc-
ture. Nationally, 1,500 
bridges and 65,000 miles of 
roads are set to be fixed. 

UWS student John Cano 
acted as a campus ambas-
sador behind the main 
stage, he thought that 
access to high-speed inter-
net was a complete game 
changer. “Like it’s cool that 
one goal of this bill is for
everyone to get broadband 
in areas where the internet 
is still almost unreachable. 

“Like that’s a huge game 
changer for everyone. 
It allows everyone to go 
to school or even learn 
skills from the internet 
that wouldn’t normally be 
accessible to them.”

According to the Presi-
dent the United States is 
ranked 13th in the world 
for its infrastructure, 
something that President 
Biden believes can change 
due to this $550 billion 
bill. Wisconsin and Min-
nesota together will receive 
a combined total of $12 
billion in funding. $8.4 
million is expected to be 
spent in the Twin Ports 
region. Across the ports of 
the Great Lakes it’s estimat-
ed that 4.13 million jobs 
will be created.

President Biden finished 
his speech with a message 
addressed to the world, 
and more specificly Rus-
sia in its efforts to divide 
the United Nations (UN) 
through its invasion of 
Ukraine. “No one can split 
the United States.” Pres-
ident Biden highlighted 
how in the UN 141 coun-
tries voted to help Ukraine, 
while only some abstained 
like China and India.
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Biden spoke about Bipartisan Infrastructure Bill

“I told you Superior was 
moving up in the world,” 
said Superior Wisconsin 
Mayor and University of 
Wisconsin-Superior alum-
nus Jim Paine (‘07) said as 
the first speaker at Pres-
ident Joe Biden’s visit to 
the UWS on March 3.  Just 
one day after his State of 
the Union Address, Biden 
came to Superior to deliver 
remarks on his bipartisan 
infrastructure law, a bill 
that Biden promises will 
help improve America’s 
infrastructure. 

In his address, Paine 
recounted Superior’s need 
for infrastructure, and 
the goals the city hopes 

to accomplish with the 
funding. “After decades of 
decline we are rebuilding 
this city…we are rebuild-
ing roads and bridges, 
we are building the most 
innovative broadband net-
work…and we are cleaning 

the greatest of the Great 
Lakes all with the biparti-
san infrastructure bill that 
President Biden and this 
congress managed to deliv-
er to cities like Superior all 
across the country,” Paine 
said.

Biden made a stop at the 
historic Blatnik Bridge 
before the event, the bridge 
connects to Duluth, where 
33,000 vehicles travel daily. 

Speaking next to Duluth’s 
Mayor Emily Larson, Paine 
emphasized the need for 
infrastructure funding in 
both cities. “We don’t do 
any of this work alone, we 
do this together,” Paine 
said.
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Mayor Jim Paine Opens Ceremony 

Presidential motorcade at security checkpoint in Lot 2
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Bomb Squad unit parked outside Yellowjacket Union.
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Campus rooftop security.
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Students were directed to use 
alternative routes around 
campus to avoid engaging 

with security measures.
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Protesters lined up on Belknap Street during Biden’s speech.
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Superior Mayor Jim Paine
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President Biden
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Brianna Vigil: Well actually I was there. I was represent-
ing the student government association as vice president 
as well as a rep from the emissions office. So, I was blessed 
and honored to even be invited there. It was amazing to 
even see these officials that we see on social media in per-
son, living in the flesh.

Pratham Mundra: It was very chill, especially what I have 
seen in my country. It’s more chilled here. It was a lot of 
fun for a once in a lifetime experience.

Reghan Paulick: It was cool that the president was able to 
be here on campus, but it was a pain in the ass to commute 
around campus with classes. 

Many of  the students sitting behind Biden were members of the Student Government Associa-
tion. At the center in a brown coat sits student body president Christian Quadros.
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Students representatives on the second floor of the YU.
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Chartwells set up in Swenson
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The visit by President Joe 
Biden brought a lot of at-
tention to the Yellowjacket 
Union on March 2. Behind 
the press line multiple 
professional news stations 
were ready to report about 
the Bipartisan Infrastruc-

ture Law that will help 
improve bridges and roads 
in the North Land.

The press was only allowed 
to enter the back of the YU 
within certain boundaries. 
A stage was set up to allow 
film cameras to be set up, 
tables with the universities 
guest Wi-Fi and password 
and a small open area was 
opened to allow those with 
other cameras to walk 
around and take pictures 
from multiple angles.

Before the speech began, 
all the news stations were 
hustling around, trying to 
get their equipment set up. 
When each news station 
was lead inside everything 
was searched by the Secret 
Service. They were taking 
cameras out of the case 
and turning them on to 
make sure that they were 
real cameras. 

The press also had a pass 
that each person received 
after getting checked in.

WDIO, Fox21, Duluth 
News Tribune, Superior 
Telegram, and KBJR6 were 
some of the local news 
stations that arrived. 

Along with the Promethe-
an, both the Spartan Spin 
and KUWS (our campus 
radio station) had entry. 

Even news stations from 
other Wisconsin Cities 
came all the way up to 
Superior; WPR (Wisconsin 
Public Radio), WTMJ-TV 
from Milwaukee, WBAY-
TV from Green Bay, and 
WEAU from Eau Claire. 

The White House’s trav-
eling Press Corp was also 
there with reserved seat-
ing.

Rene Williams
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There was a massive 
number of departments all 
working together both on a 
federal and state level.

“I know there was [law en-
forcement] from both sides 
of the bridge because he 
landed in Duluth… they 
were all standing outside 
the building during the 
event.” 

“Wisconsin DNR provided 
a lot of wardens that were 
stationed around the YU 
at all the entrances and 
exits, there were a lot of 
road troopers that were 
also providing access or 
shutting down roads for 
the motorcade… I believe 
even UMDPD did some 
work on it...” This meant 
that communication would 
be tricky. 

Eickman’s workaround was 
simple, “A lot of it was just 
good old footwork…a lot 
of it was phone, it felt like 
I was on my phone for 3 
days straight.” 

The closest thing that came 
to a threat that day was a 
group of protestors who 
set up in the Burger King 
parking lot just outside of 
the YU. This was a worry 
for Eickman as the presi-

dent would drive past the 
lot when he left. 

The secret service men-
tioned that the decision of 
what to do with protestors 
was up to local depart-
ments as Secret Service 
only had jurisdiction over 
federal laws. Superior Po-
lice Department decided to 
monitor the situation.

The protesters eventually 
cleared out on their own 
behalf before the president 
left. Talking about poten-
tial threats and stress Eick-
man said, “The stress is all 
possibility. Nobody wants 
to be that police agen-
cy that is working when 
the president gets hurt... 
Nobody’s talking about us 
after the president’s visit 
well then, we did our job.” 

Eickmans believes the 
university presented itself 

well during the event, “I’m 
proud of the university as a 
whole on pulling this thing 
together in the short time 
that we did. The secret ser-
vice agents had said more 
than once that most places 
get like a week to prepare, 
and we got 72 hours and 
we got it done. I made a 
comment to one of the 
Secret Service agents about 

thanking them for the 
assistance and being here 
and he openly laughed in 
my face, and he said that I 
shouldn’t be thanking him, 
he should be thanking us 
for all the help we gave 
them to make it happen.” 

“He said we were by far 
one of the most flexi-
ble agencies he had ever 
worked with in the whole 
university not just our 
police department.”
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The press set up in the eating areas around the Brick Oven’s 
diner seating.
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Superior High School’s band played for the event and later personally met the President.
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Duluth Mayor Emily Larson
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Biden greeting people after his speech was delievered.
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Minnesota State Patrol cars formed part of the cordon.
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Several outlets had video 
cameras on-site.
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