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COMMENTARY | iFan Game Day for UMAC Track & Field Championship

While many of us were 
taking a break from 
school for spring break 
the representatives of our 
Yellowjacket spring sports 
were getting to work in 
the southern states. 

One athlete went alone 
to North Carolina to 
compete as a thrower in 
the Division III track and 
field Nationals. 

He had to deal with diffi-
culties as soon as they left, 
being stuck in the airport 
for upwards of 30 hours 
in line with about 200 
people, the flight lifted off, 
and they had to wait for 
another. 

Gage Stankiewitz intro-
duced himself in a big 

way this season as the 
freshman earned a Yel-
lowjacket Athlete of the 
week for his performance 
at the national competi-
tion, finishing 12th which 
was the same as his pre-
competition ranking. 

Coach Glen Drexler said 
about the meet, “It wasn’t 
the finish we wanted, but, 
this was a great opportu-
nity and a great introduc-
tion to what nationals is 
all about, the door was left 
open for Gage to advance 
and to be an All-Ameri-
can, but, with the limited 
preparation we were able 
to do, Gage did very well.”

That was not the only 
hiccup as Stankiewitz 
explained, “I think I 
could’ve done better; I 
had sprained my ankle 

two days before… while I 
was throwing during the 
reverse I came down on 
it weird and it’s the worst 
sprain I’ve ever had.” 
Stankiewicz with the help 
of his family and room-
mate still found the will 
to compete in the tour-
nament filled with older 
students. 

Stankiewitz felt he was 
representing all of Supe-
rior, being the only UW-
Superior (UWS) athlete. 

“It felt more individual 
but I think we have a 
chance to bring more 
of us down... I plan to 
continue going and then 
we could actually score 
points in the meet.” 

This desire to do his best 
in these meets is shown 

through how much 
he wants to continue 
improving and eventu-
ally break the records of 
UWS’s great throwing 
past. 

Two of these records were 
set by his grandfather and 
a cousin. Bill Hudspith, 
his grandfather, holds the 
discus record throw while 
cousin Fauston Wirtz has 
the hammer throw title. 

Stankiewitz believes with 
the help of the amazing 
coaching staff at UWS 
that exceeded all his ex-
pectations he can keep the 
records as a part of the 
family lore.

Though with his name on 
the top, which his fam-
ily, including his grandpa 
and cousin, would be very 
excited for.
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iFan.tv’s coverage of the 
Upper Midwest Athletic 
Conference Indoor Track 
and Field Championships 
would last a total of two 
days. That being Friday, 
Feb. 25 and Saturday, Feb. 
26. iFan was responsible 
for getting the camera 
coverage of the UMAC 
event along with com-
mentating over it.

“While I myself was not 
competing, the feel-
ing reminded me of the 
unforgotten days of high 
school athletics, where 
I’d mentally prepare for 
whichever game or event, 
I would be partaking in. 
This feeling was some-
thing very similar, as I 

knew that soon I’d have to 
perform. The only dif-
ference was that no one 
would be watching me 
directly but would instead 
be listening to what I had 
to say.” wrote Jake Zim-
mer.

“Immediately upon our 
entering the press box 
area, Craig had his equip-
ment and programs set up 
and ready to broadcast; 
unfortunately for both 
him, us, and the athletes, 
the event had gotten post-
poned another half-hour, 
the second postponement 
of the afternoon. Despite 
our run-in with time and 
coordination difficulties 
we were ready to learn 
the iFan broadcast meth-
ods from Craig. While 
rapidly clicking through 
the software program he 
uses, Craig insisted the 

equipment isn’t difficult to 
navigate; but while see-
ing the swiftness in which 
he magically produces a 
commercial, switches a 
graphic, or cuts to a dif-
ferent camera angle, I was 
struck with a bit of ner-
vousness.” wrote Adam 
DeMuth.

“I was the most hesitant 
to try commentating as I 
had zero prior experience 
in doing so. However, 
Craig was very support-
ive and would give set up 
questions to answer to 
ease my way into speak-
ing. I know I still need a 
lot more experience in 
this area of covering a 
sporting event, but I was 
starting to warm up to 

it the more I did it and 
know that the more expe-
rience I receive the better 
I’ll get at it. Though most 
of my time was divided 
between producing and 
camera work,” Ryan Mar-
cyjanik wrote.

“During high-school, 
I had spent countless 
evenings broadcasting 
live sporting events with 
the school’s Media Pro-
ductions Department. 
Because of my previous 
broadcasting affiliation, 
I had some experience 
working in a similar en-
vironment, and I felt the 
program (and the entire 
set-up) was relatively fa-
miliar. Having spent four 
years out of high school, 

however, I found myself 
questioning my own abil-
ity running a different 
software after years of not 
broadcasting. The only 
semblance of confidence 
I had was derived from 
my position broadcasting 
sports games for KUWS; 
and although radio is dif-
ferent from the live video 
iFan produces, I thought 
I could at least manage to 
run the broadcast’s com-
mercials.” wrote DeMuth.

“While my stay was short, 
I felt that what I experi-
enced was something that 
would stick with me for 
many years, as this was 
a unique opportunity,” 
finished Zimmer.
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Stankiewitz goes to Nationals as lone UWS shot put competitor

The Yellowjacket men’s 
hockey team had its season 
end Feb. 24 in the Wiscon-
sin Intercollegiate Athletic 
Conference semifinals, but 
for a group of players, 
hockey will continue.
 
Coltyn Bates, Troy Mac-
Tavish, and Jordan Martin 

have all signed to play with 
the Birmingham Bulls of 
the Southern Professional 
Hockey League.

Levi Cudmore has signed 
a professional contract to 
play with the Vermilion 
County Bobcats of the 
Southern Professional 

Hockey League. 
Defenseman Artur Terchi-
yev has signed a profes-
sional contract with the 
Worcester (Mass.) Railers 
of the ECHL. 
 
Senior forward Chad Lopez 
has signed a contract and 
begun his professional ca-
reer with the Roanoke Rail 
Yard Dogs of the South-

ern Professional Hockey 
League.
“These guys left their mark 
on the program and will 
represent the program and 
the university well in the 
future, both as professional 
players and in life,” head 
coach Rich McKenna said. 
“It was a privilege to coach 
them and I’m excited to see 
where life takes them.”
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iFan camera covering UMAC Track & Feild Champion-
ship.
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