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SPORTS

Athletes Show Thanks to Campus Staff During DIII Week

Editors Note: stats are as 
of April 22.

As the Yellowjacket soft-
ball team continues to be 
on a roll throughout the 
season there is a strong 
connection between two 
of the players leading the 
team… literally. Kaela 
Kraemer (junior) and 
Tayler Kraemer (sopho-
more) are sisters. 

Batting first and second 
they have been a major 
part of helping UW-
Superior to the top of the 

UMAC standings this sea-
son with a record of 11-1 
in conference. 

Kaela, who originally 
went to Madison College 
said, “I had no intention 
of playing college softball 
until the summer after 
my senior year of high 
school.” She has been 
amazing at the plate, lead-
ing the conference with 
48 hits while getting on 
base 57.1% of the time, 
which also has brought in 
a total of 27 runs batted in 
for the team this season, 
third best for the ‘Jackets. 

Defensively is where the 
Yellowjackets look to Tay-
ler as the starting pitcher, 
who has 14 recorded wins 
on the season which is 
just one lower than the 
conference leader. Most 
recently she had one of 
her best games on April 

20 against North Central, 
pitching a no-hitter in a 
five inning 21-0 victory 
which included six of her 
total 68 strikeouts. Tay-
ler can also hit, third for 
UWS in total hits and bat-
ting average, 33 and .379 
respectively. 

Getting on base these 
women have shown 
their speed this year, also 
representing UWS well 
in the UMAC leaders of 
stolen bases taking the 
first and third spot. Kaela 
led the conference last 
season in stolen bases and 
is doing it again but by a 
much wider margin. With 
52 stolen bases she is 34 
ahead of second place 
already. 

As UWS looks ahead to 
the end of the season and 
the start of the playoffs 
they will hope for the pro-
duction to continue from 
the Spring Green, Wis. 
products. 

Both sisters said, “there 
are good and bad things 
about playing together, we 
know each other inside 
and out so it allows us to 
be extremely proficient 
and have trust that can’t 
be developed in a short 
time.” 

Obviously being around 
a sibling this often can 
lead to some quarrels, but 
it doesn’t affect the team. 
“There is a flip side to 
being around your sister 
24/7, luckily the team 
knows how to deal with 
our bickering by walking 
away and staying out of 
it,” Tayler said. Because of 
this understanding they 
can work it out on their 
own. 

 “There is nothing like the 
all or nothing feel of the 
postseason, it’s a constant 
adrenaline rush,” Kaela 
said about the experience. 
With the Yellowjackets in 
a prime position for the 
postseason it will be excit-
ing to see what these two 
can do but that relation-
ship isn’t the only one 
they have on the field. 

“I cannot think of a more 
hardworking group of 

girls and I truly want to 
give them the world. This 
passion and the relation-
ships we have push me to 
play for everyone else on 
the field. We have been 
extremely lucky and thus 
far had a really good sea-
son, so I am excited and 
optimistic for the postsea-
son,” Tayler said.

But the entire team seems 
to be excited as the games 
count down, their last 
regular season action will 
take place at the 2022 
UMAC Crossover hosted 
by Bethany Lutheran in 
North Mankato, Minn.

#8 Kaela Kraemer walking up next to bat.
Photo by Holden Law

Jeffrey McClure 
jmcclur5@uwsuper.edu

As we dawn upon the 
spring sports season we 
skip across a very impor-
tant week for the athletics 
of our university. 

Since 2010, through the 
Identity Initiative, the 
NCAA has dedicated 
an entire week for divi-
sion three schools to 
celebrate the impact our 
student-athletes have on 
the people apart of our 
campus. 

There are many ways 
you can show your ap-
preciation, but the NCAA 
wants the schools to focus 
on ways to allow their 
student-athletes to follow 
their passions and reach 
their potential through 

academic learning, 
competitive athletics, and 
opportunities to pursue 
other interests. 

Another focal point was 
to integrate the student-
athletes into servicing the 
campus community. 

The Yellowjackets did 
this by creating letters of 
thanks that were hand 
delivered to any staff or 
faculty. 

Jon Garver the athletics 
communication director 
said, “the athletes created 
148 thank you letters for 
staff, professors and oth-
ers on our campus.” 

Chartwells employee 
Kathy Cristensen said, “it 
was really nice of them 

to take the time out of 
their busy schedules to do 
something that nice.” She 
kept the thank you letters 
along with many other 
things she has received 
from students at UWS in 
one of her scrapbooks. 
“I was very appreciative 
because it 
was super 
nice and it 
shows they 
notice the 
little things 
I do for 
them.”

The soft-
ball and 
baseball 
teams 
both had 
to double 
down with 
back-to-

back double-headers the 
weekend after DIII week 
on April 9 and 10. 

The athletes were treated 
to hot dogs between the 
games grilled by Athletic 
Director Nick Bursik. 

With the help of Bursik 
both teams went 2-0 
on Saturday, and even 
though the baseball team 
lost to Bethany Lutheran 
Sunday the softball team 
had zero losses over the 
weekend. 
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Kraemer Sisters Part of Historic UW-Superior Softball Team

On Sunday April 3, the 
University of Wisconsin-
Superior Yellowjacket Ath-

letics held an event referred 
to as ‘Jacket Day. 2022’s 
Jacket Day hosted special 
Olympic events for indi-
viduals from the Superior 

Challenge Center and the 
community. 

Jonny Pace, a junior here at 
UWS on the men’s hockey 

team said, “the 
event was very eye 
opening. I forget 
how good I have it 
sometimes with my 
health and ability 
to participate in 
hockey at the level 
that I do,” Pace 
said. 

“I haven’t ever been 
to this event, so I 
was really happy 
that I was able to 
make it out. It was 

really fun to meet all of the 
people from the Superior 
Challenge Center and put 
a smile on their face.” Pace 
went on to talk about how 
he felt that it was clear that 
the athletic department 
really enjoys putting this 
event on. 

Men’s basketball player Eli 
Vogel also attended the 
event. Vogel is a junior on 
the basketball team here at 
UWS and enjoyed the expe-
rience, “I was able to shoot 
hoops with a handful of the 
kids and seeing how happy 
it made them just to get out 
and get active with some of 
us athletes was really cool.”

“I never realized how much 
of an impact we could have 
on some of these people 
but at the end of the day, we 
all share a love for getting 
active and participating in 
sports.” Vogel added, “I was 
impressed by the number 
of sports the department 
made available for everyone 
to have the option to take 
part in. This way, they truly 
had choices and could try 
many different sports out if 
they wanted.” 

‘Jacket Day is an annual 
event that Yellowjacket 
Athletics organizes for the 
community. 

Yellowjackets hold Special Olympics for Community for ‘Jacket Day
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