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SPORTS

UWS Women’s Tennis 
Topped Bethany Lutheran

Editors Note: This story 
is a product of a partner-
ship with Superior High 
School’s Spartan Spin 
written by a UWS student 
reporter there.

The Wisconsin Interscho-
lastic Athletic Association 
(WIAA) is experiencing a 
major officiating shortage 
across the state. In an arti-
cle published by WKOW, 
the number of WIAA 
referees that are registered 
has declined 39%. 

The current shortage has 
had an impact on sports 
this season and has seen 
cancellations or post-
ponement of games as a 
result. Athletic Director 
of Superior High School 
Ella Olson is fortunate no 
sports have been can-
celled but is concerned in 
the future. 

“We luckily haven’t had 
to cancel any games this 
year,” Ella Olson said. She 
has been willing to move 
games if need be and is 
even finding commu-

nity members to referee 
lower-level games such as 
Superior Basketball Asso-
ciation or freshman type 
of games. 

Senior Andrew Olson 
who plays basketball has 
not seen any issues with 
the shortage during the 
winter season. Instead, 
he saw some officiating 
shortage while playing 
soccer back in the fall. 
“We played Denfeld for 
soccer, we only had two 
refs compared to the 
usual three,” Andrew 
Olson said. 

Andrew Olson thinks 
that parents and other 
community members 
should start to get in-
volved in officiating. “I 
think that parents and 
those who want to make 
easy money should learn 
to play sports games, it 
would greatly help youth 
and high school sports,” 
Andrew Olson said. 

Ella Olson and other local 
athletic directors are be-
ing told to keep the idea 
in mind that games may 

be cancelled or moved 
due to referees being 
overworked and partici-
pating in multiple games 
per week. This has been 
a major issue for Maple 
Wisconsin’s school dis-
trict as they have been hit 
hardest by the shortage. 

According to Northwest-
ern’s Athletic Director 
Brian Smith he stated 
they are still struggling 
to try and fill games that 
have either been post-
poned or cancelled. “We 
are fortunate to have a 
small core group of offi-
cials that work our games, 
but it is getting more dif-
ficult to fill our games. We 
have had a few younger 
officials register with 
WIAA to officiate and it 
has helped but we need 
more,” Smith said. 

When asked about why 
there is a shortage of 
referees, Smith explained 
that a national survey that 
was recently conducted 
found the number one 
reason for the shortage 
was adult fan behavior, 
which is happening at all 

levels of sports. 

The shortage also has to 
do with the ages of offi-
cials. “The officiating pro-
fession has a lot of older 
people that are getting 
out and we need younger 
people to get involved 
if there are no officials, 
there are no games,” 
Smith said. 

Both Smith and Ella 
Olson also like the idea of 
hiring college students to 
officiate. They each have 
reached out to college stu-
dents and former students 

to come and help officiate. 

As for Ella Olson she is 
recruiting college stu-
dents from the University 
of Wisconsin-Superior 
to come and officiate. “I 
think college students are 
the group of people that 
we need the most,” Ella 
Olson said.

Any college students 
interested in refereeing at 
Superior High School you 
can reach Ella Olsen at 
ella.olson@superior.k12.
wi.us.

The UW-Superior ten-
nis team topped Bethany 
Lutheran, 8-1, on Friday 
night at Rogers Tennis 
Club, to improve to 4-0 
in the Upper Midwest 
Athletic Conference.
 
The Yellowjackets took 
2-of-3 doubles matches as 
No. 1 Chiyono Owa and 
Megan Dulong won, 8-3, 
and Kaytlyn Syverson and 
Kallie Olson won, 8-4 at 
No. 3.

 
In singles, UWS got vic-
tories from Callaway at 
No. 1, 6-1, 6-1, Syverson 
at No. 2, 6-1, 6-4, Dulong 
at No. 3, 6-3, 6-2, Owa at 
No. 4, 6-2, 6-3, Hanson at 
No. 5 6-0, 6-0, and Lainey 
Zurn at No. 6 by the same 
score.
 
UWS is back in action 
on April 23 at 11:30 a.m. 
against Minnesota Morris 
at STa Fit in Sartell, Minn.
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UWS Spring Semester Final Exam Schedule 5/9 - 5/12
Monday, May 9 Tuesday, May 10 Wednesday, May 11 Thursday, May 12

Class 
Meeting

Day Time of 
Exam

8:00 & 8:30 
a.m.

M - W 
- F

8:00 - 9:50 
a.m.

10:00 a.m. M - W 
- F

10:00 - 
11:50 a.m.

12:00 noon M - W 
- F

1:00 - 2:50 
p.m.

2:00 & 2:30 
p.m.

M - W 
- F

3:00 - 4:50 
p.m.

4:00 p.m. M - W 
- F

5:00 - 6:50 
p.m. 

Monday 
Evening 
Classes

M - W 
- F

7:00 - 8:50 
p.m.

Class 
Meeting

Day Time of 
Exam

8:00 & 8:30 
a.m.

T - Th 8:00 - 9:50 
a.m.

10:00 a.m. T - Th 10:00 - 
11:50 a.m.

12:00 noon T - Th 1:00 - 2:50 
p.m.

2:00 & 2:30 
p.m.

T - Th 3:00 - 4:50 
p.m.

4:00 p.m. T - Th 5:00 - 6:50 
p.m. 

Thursday
Evening 
Classes

T - Th 7:00 - 8:50 
p.m.

Class 
Meeting

Day Time of 
Exam

9:00 a.m T - Th 8:00 - 9:50 
a.m.

11:00 
a.m.

T - Th 10:00 - 
11:50 a.m.

1:00 p.m. T - Th 1:00 - 2:50 
p.m.

3:00 p.m. T - Th 3:00 - 4:50 
p.m.

5:00 p.m. T - Th 5:00 - 6:50 
p.m. 

Tuesday 
Evening 
Classes

T - Th 7:00 - 8:50 
p.m.

Class 
Meeting

Day Time of 
Exam

9:00 a.m M - W - F 8:00 - 9:50 
a.m.

11:00 
a.m.

M - W - F 10:00 - 
11:50 a.m.

1:00 p.m. M - W - F 1:00 - 2:50 
p.m.

3:00 p.m. M - W - F 3:00 - 4:50 
p.m.

5:00 p.m. M - W - F 5:00 - 6:50 
p.m. 

Wednes-
day 

Evening 
Classes

M - W - F 7:00 - 8:50 
p.m.

One of the Referees at a Superior High School Game
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Kaytlyn Syverson and Kallie Olson on the court.
Photo by Holden Law

‘Jackets Softball Team is 2nd Fastest Team 
in School’s History to 20 Wins
The UW-Superior softball 
team scored in every in-
ning of the first game of 
its UMAC doubleheader 
at Crown on April 19 on 
the way to a 12-1 victory 
in five innings, but the 
Storm scored four times 
in the fourth inning of the 
nightcap to salvage a split 
with a 7-3 win.
 
The win in the first game 
of the day gave the Yel-
lowjackets 20 in at least 
two consecutive seasons 
for the fourth time in 
school history (2021-22, 
2010-11, 2004-06 and 
1987-88). Head coach 
Melissa Fracker’s 2022 
squad is the second fastest 
to 20 wins in the 40-year 
history of the program, 
just behind the 2004 
WIAC championship 

team which accomplished 
the feat in 21 games and 
finished 34-10 overall.
 
Superior (20-6, 7-1 
UMAC) has reached the 
20-win plateau for the 
13th time in history.

UWS tallied a season-
high-tying 17 hits and 
scored at least once in all 
five innings to take the 
first game, 12-1. Eight 
different players collected 
hits, eight scored and nine 
drove in runs to lead the 
offense. 

Tayler Kraemer limited 
the Storm to just four 
singles and one earned 
run. She struck out three 
and did not permit a walk 
in her 11th complete 
game of the season.

The Yellowjackets held a 
1-0 lead two batters into 
the second game as Kaela 
Kraemer led off with a 
triple to center field and 
Tayler Kraemer drove her 
in with a knock to left 
field. The Yellowjackets 
unfortunately split with 
Crown at the end of the 
second game.
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Tiffany Kirk in mid swing.
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