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CAMPUS & COMMUNITY

UW-Superior’s Self-Love Week

Starting Monday Feb. 
14 and ending Friday 
Feb. 18, student in-
volvement has been 
working on some self-
care opportunities for 
University of Wiscon-
sin-Superior students.

The week kicked off on 
Valentine’s day giving 
blood the entire day at 
Northwood Technical 
College’s Entrance 1. It 
was a partnered event 
with Memorial Blood 
Centers and they saw 
23 units of blood do-

nated.

Tuesday saw Build-A-
Buddy. This event took 
place in the YU, many 
students got themselves 
a stuffed animal com-
panion with appropri-
ate Yellowjacket mer-
chandise. 

Wednesday saw the 
Hot Beverage and 
Self-Care Prize Wheel. 
Thursday night saw 
Painting Your Own 
Pottery hosted with the 
Pottery Burn. 

Finally on Friday a 24-

hour Valentine’s Trivia 
Kahoot was available 
for anyone to partici-
pate.

Yellowjacket Activities 
Crew director, Allison 
Garver commented on 
how she was glad to 
help pull all of this off 
with her student staff. 
Garver also wants to 
remind people that on 
Thursday Feb. 24, Chaz 
Cardigan will perform 
live in the YU Atrium 
for anyone who’s inter-
ested.

For many students, 
holding a campus 
job is important. The 
job can provide extra 
income, exciting new 
opportunities, and the 
chance to work closely 
alongside students and 
professors alike. For 
junior Malita “Molly” 
Villamayor, that is just 
what she found at the 
Writing Center at
UW-Superior. 

Villamayor said about 
her job, “I enjoy being 
able to help people. A 
lot of students come 
in who are confused, 
nervous, or stressed out 
about their assignment, 
but leave with a smile 
and a little more con-
fidence. I’m proud to 
think I could contrib-
ute to that”. 

The Writing Center is 
open to all students re-
gardless of their major. 

Consultants ask more 
questions, then they 
answer and provide 
feedback to improve 
their peers’ papers, 
poems, portfolios, and 
more!

Villamayor has been 
working at the Writing 
Center since September 
2021 and in that
short time has made a 
huge contribution to 
the Center. 

Julie Gard, the director 
of the Writing Center, 
said, “(She) provides 
thoughtful feedback 
to her fellow students” 
as a consultant. Villa-
mayor has even created 
an advertisement video 
featuring herself, her 
co-workers and sister, 
“she is our video and 
audio expert!” said 
Gard. 

Villamayor also tries to 
make her peers think 
deeply. “I always try 

to put a new puzzle on 
the blackboard once a 
week. It’s always fun 
watching people stare 
the board down when 
they’re trying to figure 
out the answer”.

Villamayor works three 
out of five days that the 
Writing Center is open 
and contributes
largely to the atmo-
sphere. 

“(Malita) is super 
friendly and makes 
you feel relaxed,” said 
Jess Waldbilling, Vil-
lamayor’s coworker. 
“Overall, I’d say the 
writing center is very 
open. There’s a lot of 
space to do work, the 
staff is friendly, and 
the environment is 
flexible enough to suit 
quiet chatter or silent 
study. Days with less 
consultations tend to be 
quieter, but it’s no less 
inviting”.

Although the Writing 
Center tends to be used 
for study-spaces, the 
culture and atmosphere 
is very welcoming.

The Writing Center is 
also hiring! If you or 
someone you know is 
interested in working
with Villamayor and 
the rest of the team, 
visit Handshake to ap-
ply. “The work we do 
here is
simple, but it can have 
far-reaching impacts 
for the better. I think 
that’s pretty cool,” said
Villamayor.

The Future Teachers 
Association (FTA) has 
been an important or-
ganization on campus 
for many years now. 
Currently, the FTA is 
advised by Jodie Riek 
and Taylor Walkky-
Byington. 

Riek, an assistant 
professor of teacher 
education, has been a 
co-advisor of the FTA 
for about a year and a 
half. Walkky-Byington, 
a student advisor, has 
been a co-advisor since 
her first semester at 
UWS in 2015. 

Riek and Walkky-By-
ington also take care of 
paperwork, budgeting, 
and the logistical side 
of events. 

The two advisors’ main 
drive for participating 
in the organization is 
the way it allows them 
to connect with stu-
dents. 

Walkky-Byington espe-
cially enjoys collaborat-
ing with the students 
and hearing about their 
experiences, and Riek 
is passionate about 
building future leaders 
in the field.

The FTA offers many 
opportunities to stu-
dents. Through the 
organization, students 
can realize their po-
tential through their 
countless opportuni-
ties to build leadership 
skills. 

The FTA also strives 
to bring out the indi-
vidual in each student, 
as Riek explained, 
“each individual has an 
innate purpose within 
themselves and they 
have the ability to be 
the best they can be in 
different contexts.” 

Education provides 
students with the tools 
to bring out their indi-
vidual strengths from 
within, overall prepar-
ing students to guide 
future generations and 
improve societies. 

Students in the FTA are 
further able to engage 
with professionals out-
side of the university, 
and work with kids in 
different modes outside 
of the classroom. There 
are many informal 
events, such as meet 
and greets and study-a-
thons. 

One popular activity 
the FTA hosts is a read-
ing event, Buzzing into 
Superior Stories, which 
also impacts the com-
munity. 

Buzzing is an online 
event that allows not 
only the local commu-
nity, but also students 
across the state, to hear 
different stories and 
have a rich literature 
experience. 

Both advisors of the 
FTA are very passion-
ate about and commit-
ted to the students in 
the club. 

Walkky-Byington 
stresses the impor-
tance of education as 
she stated, “without 
teachers we would have 
nothing else, (they are) 
the backbone of every-
thing else in society.” 

The FTA currently has 
about 30 members, but 
the number of stu-
dents in the organiza-
tion often fluctuates as 
students do not have to 
commit to participat-
ing in the FTA regu-
larly. 

This is an organiza-
tion that may be worth 
checking out to any 
education students. 
cited to share that come 
January, I will join the 
Alliance Entertainment 
team as a full-time 
Digital Media Assis-
tant. 
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Malita “Molly” Villamayor in the Writing Center.
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Main Mind Behind the 
Writing Center

Future Teachers Association
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In order from left to right: Josh Dowas, Josh Porter, Ben Stiller, Kei Okamato, 
Meagan Berg, Jeanna Scalon all with their Build-A-Buddies
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Rene Williams (left) and 
Alexia Sekel (right) at Coffee 
Bar

Mikayla 
Swanson 
(left), Felic-
ity Hohndorf 
(center), 
Taylor Good 
(right) with 
their Build-A-
Buddies

Rhiannon Giguere and 
her Build-A-Buddy rep-
ping UWS merch.
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