
The ice-covered lake was 
the perfect location for 
attendees to safely gather 
and experience Superior’s 
hospitality amidst the 
pandemic. 

“I think in many ways 
people feel safer outdoors 
versus being in a tight 
closed space... All in all I 
think people appreciated 
having something posi-
tive and fun to do during 
a time where otherwise a 
lot of things… are being 
canceled,” Cadotte says.

One of the new addi-
tions to this year’s Ice 
Festival was the live ice 
musical performance. Dr. 
Brett Jones, Chair of the 
University of Wisconsin-
Superior Music Depart-
ment, describes how the 
event came to fruition. 

“Linda Cadotte reached 
out to me last spring with 
the idea of adding some 
sort of ice music concert 
to the festival. I’ve been 
viewing some ice per-
formances online over 
the past few years, and I 
thought it was possible 
because we live in such 
a unique place. I’ve done 
some compositions to 
try to capture sounds 
of nature, but I was like 
‘someday I want to per-
form on ice.’” 

Dr. Jones worked with 
Paul Salmon, who crafted 
the intricate sculptures 
located outside local 
businesses across Superi-
or, to ensure the musical 
performance would have 
all the necessary com-

ponents of a percussion 
ensemble. 

“We had a bass, we had 
our tenor drum sound, 
a xylophone, and some 
shakers. And then I 
brought a couple more 
natural instruments to 
supplement the ice. It was 
just super fun, sometimes 
with gigs you’re nervous 
when you’re perform-
ing but with this, we all 
thought, ‘we’re playing 
on ice, we’re just going to 
have a good time!’” 

Playing alongside Dr. 
Jones was Dr. Henry 
Eichman of the Univer-
sity of Minnesota Duluth, 
Dr. Jeremy Craycraft of 
St. Scholastica, and UW-
Superior alumni Cory 
Coffman and Johnny 
Erickson. 

A sample of the live ice 
performance can be 
found by searching “Ice 
Music: Lake Superior 
Ice Festival Performance 
2022” on YouTube. 

Cadotte estimates there 
could have been any-
where from seen to ten 
thousand attendees, but 
it wasn’t the number of 
people that made the 
event a success for her. 

“Just seeing all of that 
preparation and kind of 
a random idea stick and 
turn out better than you 
could imagine is some-
thing that I really appre-
ciate about the willing-
ness of our community, 
to do something differ-
ent, to take those risks 
and just thrive with the 
success of it.”
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CAST Outdoor Adventures

About one week after 
the legendary John 
Beargrease Sled Dog 
Race, University of 
Wisconsin-Superior 
students were given the 
opportunity to meet 
a team of sled dogs in 
Wessman Arena’s park-
ing lot. 

These dogs did not 
compete in the race as 
they are a part of the 
CAST outdoor adven-
tures team in Ely MN. 

These dogs are im-
portant to the experi-
ence of camping in 
the Boundary Waters 
through the CAST 
trips because they are 
your transport around 
the camp. Led by David 
Hicks, who is surpris-
ingly from Texas found 
the gem of Ely after 
falling in love with 
Alaska during his time 
with the marines. 

Using the landscape 
and his desire to teach 
about all the outdoors 
have to offer Hicks 
created a team with 
his wife Heather, Peter 
Johnson, and newest 
member Nick Bailles. 
Together they take care 
of a team of 27 dogs 
who have been brought 

to them through old 
race teams and pickups 
from the pound.

This crew brings the 
opportunity to ex-
plore the boundary 
waters like no other 
team because of their 
expert guiding and 
well-trained dogs. Two 
of the dogs, Muck and 
Stewie are fully blind 
but that didn’t make 
Hicks even hesitate to 
take them. “(Stewie) is 
still one of the hardest 
pullers on the team,” 
said Hicks.

At Wessman students 
were able to meet the 
dogs and even had the 
opportunity to get a 
ride from the team. 
Student Lexi Doolittle 
said about the experi-
ence, “The dogs don’t 
seem to do it because 
they have to, when 

they aren’t moving, 
they would be barking 
and jumping forward 
because they want to 
run.” 

This eagerness just 
shows they want to 
help people. The dogs 
were so loveable, reach-
ing their paws up to 
the students shoulders 
literally trying to hug 
them. In a very stress-
ful stretch of winter, 
you could see both the 
dogs and students were 
very appreciative of the 
CAST team. 

If you are looking for 
more information on 
the CAST team you 
can find their online 
page at elydaytrips.
com. From this page 
you can see the variety 
of trips they have that 
include fishing, meals, 
winter gear and three 
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CAST crewmember Nick Bailles takes the dogs for a lap 
around the field.
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Scott Stettlin working on an ice sculpture.
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The Dean of Students’ 
Offices will set a check-in 
time with the students 
going into isolation or 
quarantine. 

They will provide in-
structions to contact 
University Police to be 
let into the building and 
move into their tempo-
rary dorm. 

University Police will 
also be notified by the 
Dean of Students in or-
der to make sure they’re 
prepared and students 
won’t have to wait for a 
long time to be let in.

Meals are delivered 
through Chartwells 
everyday breakfast 9:30-
10:00am, lunch 12:30-
1:00pm, and dinner 4:30-
5:00. In the initial email 

students will receive a 
meal request sheet that 
they must fill out and 
reply back through email. 
Each quarantine/isola-
tion floor has a heatbox 
on a table that students 
can then grab their la-
beled meals.

Students who are in 
quarantine or isolation 
should continue to com-
municate with instruc-
tors by either email or 
over canvas, whichever 
one instructors prefer. 
Keeping this line of com-
munication open can 
better help what’s going 
on in class or how to 
make up credit for labs 
and projects.

For campus vaccination, 
UWS is above that 70% 
from the midterm goal 
last semester. The exact 
percentage is currently 
unknown as updated 

cards and boosters are 
still being collected. 

Covid vaccinations are 
not required for attend-
ing UWS but those who 
are vaccinated, should 
upload vaccination status 
online as it can help the 
process go much faster if 
the Dean of Students Of-
fice needs to contact you.

Campus follows the 
CDC guidelines for 
determining vaccina-
tion status. Those guide-
lines can be found at: 
https://www.cdc.gov/
coronavirus/2019-ncov/
vaccines/stay-up-to-date.
html

Any questions about 
being exposed, in close 
contact, or unsure about 
being considered fully-
vaccinated you’re wel-
comed to contact the 
Dean of Students’ Office.
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Recently Superior School 
District changed their 
mask policy in part due 
to the omicron variant 
which has had many 
cases in Douglas county. 

The email about this was 
sent from Superintendent 
Amy Starzecki. “We were 
hopeful in the new year 

we would continue to see 
the same low transmis-
sion rates in schools,” 
Starzecki said.

Health coordinator 
Brynn Larabee, RN of the 
Superior School District 
agreed students who 
aren’t old enough to be 
vaccinated should wear 
masks. 

At the Superior Middle 
School, only 6th graders 
were required to wear 
masks from September 
to December since they 
couldn’t get the vaccine. 

While 7th and 8th grad-
ers weren’t required to, 
but students could if they 
wanted. Only teachers 
who encounter 6th grad-
ers must wear masks. 

Principal David Jensen 
had input regarding 
mask policy decision at 
the middle school. After 
Christmas break ended 
6th graders were given a 
choice to wear masks or 
not since the vaccine re-
quirement age changed.

Both staff and students 
had to wear masks from 
September to December 

due to the mask policy at 
Northern Lights Elemen-
tary. Since elementary 
students couldn’t get vac-
cinated due to age.

Editor’s Note: This story 
is a product of a partner-
ship with Superior High 
School’s Spartan Spin 
written by a UWS stu-
dent reporter there.
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