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CAMPUS & COMMUNITY
VNSC Helps Nontradional Students 

Refugee Exhibit Returns

At the University of 
Wisconsin-Superior the 
Veteran and Nontradi-
tional Student Center 
(VNSC) students can 
make the transition as 
smooth as possible for 
those out of school for a 
long time.

Brendan Pillsbury, Vet-
eran and Nontradition-
al Student Programs 
coordinator, knows 
what it is like. Pillsbury 
was a United States 
Army Reserve veteran 
and nontraditional 
student himself. 

Speaking from his own 
experiences about the 
challenges of adjusting, 
to going back to school, 
and maintaining the 
responsibilities of work 
and home Pillsbury 
expressed the impor-
tance of attending the 
nontraditional student 
orientation, “It is chock 
full of important infor-
mation and resources 
for new students.” The 
orientation is avail-
able to both on campus 
and distance learning 
students. 

The VNSC offers re-
sources to students, 
their spouses, and de-
pendents, that consists 
of workshops on sub-
jects such as budgeting 
and suicide prevention. 
The VNSC also gives 
access to scholarships, 

daycare subsidies, 
financial assistance for 
parking and textbooks, 
and includes an emer-
gency fund. 

The VNSC also hosts 
a variety of stuff like 
game nights, student 
socials, and cookouts. 
For those students 
looking for a quiet 
space to study, the 
VNSC has established 
a comfortable space 
with couches, free cof-
fee, snacks, and drinks, 
plus computers and a 
textbook library open 
between 8 a.m. and 8 
p.m. in Old Main 118.

Another great resource 
at the VNSC is Lynn 
Karna, University 
Services program as-
sistant. Being a veteran 
student, she can be very 
helpful when it comes 
to navigating the many 
educational benefits 
available and assisting 
with the many forms 
required to obtain these 
benefits. She will go as 

far as to call the VA to 
check on the status of 
a veteran student’s file, 
enrollment, and their 
education benefits. 

Karna will ensure that 
the benefits, such as 
the GI Bill, is being 
processed and that the 
money is being dis-
tributed appropriately. 
Karna is very proac-
tive and responsive 
to all questions a stu-
dent may have when it 
comes to their veteran 
educational benefits.  

“ASK QUESTIONS!! 
We love helping and 
we want to reach as 
many students as pos-
sible!” Pillsbury wants 
to remind us. Both 
Brendan Pillsbury and 
Lynn Klarna can be 
contacted through the 
VNSC directory via 
phone or email, or a 
student can stop into 
the office from 8 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m., with Karna’s 
hours being 8 a.m. to 
noon.

in my right foot 
‘gimpy.’ That whole 
time I was there we 
were working on pre-
paring me to start 
walking with my pros-
thesis, at the same time 
trying to make sure 
the infection went out 
of me,” Damberg said. 
Paul was finally able to 
return home on No-
vember 9 to continue 
his recovery. 

After a trip to the hos-
pital in January, Paul 
returned home with an 
all clear from doctors. 
Yet his stay at home 
lasted only a moment 
as at 3 a.m. the next 
morning the hospital 

called needing Dam-
berg  to return.

After finding and treat-
ing the life-threatening 
staph infection that 
had spread into Paul’s 
shoulder, the recovery 
process officially be-
gan. Damberg began 
performing his physi-
cal therapy routines 
daily, establishing his 
strength and flexibility 
that would ensure him 
a healthy return. 

“This has been an in-
credible situation to go 
through, to lose your 
leg above the knee puts 
you in one of the most 
difficult categories for 
learning how to use a 
prosthesis. We learn to 
do everything differ-
ent because everything 
is different,” Damberg 
said. 

Despite his life chang-
ing battle, Damberg 
found the strength to 
return to KUWS after 
a year away from radio. 
“I’m a fairly social indi-
vidual, getting back to 
work is allowing me to 
become more engaged, 
getting back to being in 

a more social setting. 
It’s just great to be back 
and have that capabil-
ity,” Damberg said. 

Paul’s return to campus 
also brings a sense of 
normalcy to KUWS, 
as most of the station’s 
functions were halted 
by the pandemic. 

With his return, Dam-
berg has hopes to get 
the radio station back 
into the community. 
“I feel our strength is 
finding and maintain-
ing ways to engage 
with the community 
and make the kind of 
programming you can’t 
find anywhere else. To 
me the significance is 
how we serve our com-
munity.”

Tuesday, April 12 in 
YU Great Room B saw 
the return of the refu-
gee exhibit organized 
by Dr. Khalil “Haji” 
Dokhanchi. 

Dokhanchi saw stu-
dents from his POLS 
101 class as guided 
tours and Red Cross 
members Jeff Kazel and 
Dan Williams. 

With this year’s con-
tribution from the 
Red Cross, the exhibit 
explores the life of a 
refugee seeking refuge 
from Afghanistan to 
Germany. The exhibit 
was showcased from 10 
a.m. to 7 p.m. for com-
munity and students 
alike.

The exhibit itself starts 
off with the Red Cross 
locations in Ukraine, 
Syria, Ethiopia, Af-
ghanistan, and Yemen 
with a statistic of how 
many refugees came 
from each country. 
Other statistics like 
the access to education 
and healthcare, the 
percentage in poverty, 
and even an estimate to 
how many people are 
missing.

Civilian rights were 
explored showing the 
four rules of civilians 
in war: civilians can’t 
be targeted, civilians 
can’t be human shields, 
civilians must have a 
safe passage to flee, and 
humanitarian orga-
nizations must have 
access to deliver aid 
to civilians. There was 
also a whole booth ded-
icated to the timeline of 
the Russian invasion of 
Ukraine. 

The guided tour started 
in Afghanistan with 
pupils picking out sev-
en items that they want 
to carry with them as 
they seek refuge. At 
each station, there’s a 
dice to roll to deter-
mine what happened 
to the refugee on their 
journey. A few options 
are being abducted into 
human trafficking, il-
legally crossing board-
ers to the next country, 
and even the extra 
challenge of finding out 
you’re pregnant. 

To get to Iran, par-
ticipants must cross a 
minefield and explore 
how people get aid after 
losing a leg or the care 
package for pregnant 
women to give birth. 
Booths for Iran, Turkey, 
Greece, North Mace-
donia, Serbia, Hungary, 
Austria, and Germany 
were set up all with dif-
ferent information that 
explored the difficulties 
of being a refugee.

By the end of the par-
ticipant journey they 
are invited to juggle 
four balloons for a 
minute that represent 
the cultural barri-
ers, language barriers, 
legal barriers, and the 
other refugees as visual 
representation of the 
overwhelming experi-
ence of being a refugee.

The final part of the 
exhibit showed a map 
of the two-year process 
that it takes refugees 
to get into the United 
States. 

The refugee exhibit is 
a semesterly event that 
is held by Dokhanchi’s 
classes, returning next 
fall semester.
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Inside look of the VNSC. 
From left to right: Brendan Pillsbury and T Leeper
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Left to right: Dan Williams, Jeff Kazel, Dr. Khalil “Haji” 
Dokhanchi
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UWS student trying to juggle the balloons of refugee issues 
with Haji adding more
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