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April 22 is Earth Day 
and one University of 
Wisconsin-Superior 
campus organization 
decided to celebrate the 
day the entire week. 
From April 18 to April 
22, the Sustainabil-
ity Club held various 
events around campus 
in order to get students 
more interested in hav-
ing a greener mindset.

Promoting their free 
store in Old Main 
131, another free store 
opened in YU 201. 
Items like recycled 
clothes, old beanie 
babies, and reusable 
silverware could be 
taken home by students 
for free. 

The Sustainability Club 
also teamed up with 
Native Nations Student 

Org for a screening of 
“Newtok”, a documen-
tary about the Alaskan 
native town of Newtok 
and their struggles of 
keeping their commu-
nity intact. 

The student organiza-
tion even gave away 
free succulents and 
held bamboo trivia 
where the winners 
received bamboo sil-
verware sets, bamboo 
straws, and even biode-
gradable packaging.

The biggest event that 
the Sustainability Club 
held was a campus 
cleanup and planting 
day. The organization 
invited students to wear 
green and help pick up 
some of the litter seen 
around campus as well 
as started to plant trees 
to make our campus 
more green. 
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Sustainability Club picking up trash around campus. 
Photo by Drew Kerner
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Sustainability Club Hosts Earth Week
Drew Kerner
akerner@uwsuper.edu

The “Northwoods 
Rambler” was the mon-
iker that graced the air-
waves as a young Paul 
Damberg broadcast his 
folk music show to the 
greater St. Paul area. 

Starting his career in 
radio in the mid 1980s, 
Damberg was enrolled 
as a student at Macal-
ester College when he 
joined the campus ra-
dio station WMCN as 
a student broadcaster, 
where he quickly estab-

lished himself as a folk 
music aficionado. 

“As a DJ, I managed 
to score an interview 
with Garrison Keillor 
at the peak of ‘A Prairie 
Home Companion’, 
that was pretty highfa-
lutin for the radio sta-
tion,” Damberg said. 

After graduating, Dam-
berg further extended 
his reach in radio by 
undertaking a role in 
developmental fund-
raising for KAXE in 
Grand Rapids, Minn., 
before eventually as-
suming a similar role 
at KUMD in Duluth, 
Minn. 

Before long, Paul’s 
experience provided 
him an opportunity to 
develop public radio’s 
relationship with the 
workers who make 
radio possible. “I was 
lucky to be nominated 
to be the Charter Board 
Chairman of the Public 
Radio Association of 
Development Officers, 
which is the first pro-

fessional association for 
individuals working in 
radio,” Damberg said. 
“During the time that I 
was at KUMD, people 
were unaware of my 
role with PRADO, for 
which I developed a na-
tional reputation in the 
public radio world.”

Paul took a brief hiatus 
from radio in the late 
2000s, until he eventu-
ally became the north-
ern regional manager 
for WPR in 2016, mak-
ing the University of 
Wisconsin-Superior’s 
KUWS his new home. 

In his years managing 
KUWS, Damberg has 
established KUWS as a 
staple in the Twin Ports 
area; Paul organizes 
concerts, conducts live 
in-house recordings, 
and teaches a great 
group of student work-
ers the ins-and-outs of 
public radio. 

While taking a short 
vacation from the radio 
station last summer, 
Damberg found that 

he couldn’t manage 
to stand up on his left 
foot. Assuming it was 
only a minor injury, 
Paul and his wife made 
the trip to St. Luke’s 
Hospital on June 2, 
where Damberg was 
quickly diagnosed with 
necrotizing fasciitis, 
a flesh-eating disease 
that caused severe hem-
orrhaging in his foot. 

“They came out and 
said, ‘You have this 
disease, we have to 
amputate your foot if 
you want to live, it’s 
your choice. You have 
an hour, or it won’t 
matter.’ And I just 
said, ‘take the foot,’” 
Damberg said. After 

continued testing, the 
doctors found the dis-
ease had already spread 
throughout Damberg’s 
leg, meaning another 
emergency amputation 
took place well above 
the knee. 

Paul beat the necrotiz-
ing fasciitis but lost his 
left leg - who he now 
calls “Stubby” - in the 
battle. Yet Damberg’s 
challenges still hadn’t 
subsided. After only 
a few weeks in rehab, 
his right foot became 
severely impaired. 

“I caught a staph infec-
tion and osteomyelitis

Paul Damberg Returns to KUWS
Adam DeMuth
ademuth1@uwsuper.edu

Paul Damberg on his scooter.
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Paul Damberg Recovering.
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SGA Election Results
Student Body President (1 seat)

Brianna Vigil

At-Large Senators (4 seats)
Abdul Basith Mohamed Nasik

Allie Gronlund
Emen Essien
Jun Sang Lee

Departments of Business and Economics; and 
Elementary Education (2 seats)

Hailee Melgeorge
Tamami Igeta

Department of Communicating Arts; Music; Visual 
Arts; and Writing, Literature, and Language (2 seats)

Josh Porter
Rhiannon Giguere

Department of Justice; Social Inquiry; and Human 
Behavior and Diversity (2 seats)

Emma Mergen
TBA in Fall Semester

Department of Natural Science; Math and Computer 
Science; and Health and Human Performance

(2 seats)
Ivy Carnes

Siwon Song

Sustainability Club’s free store in YU was also available in 
Old Main 131 April 18.
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