
As the fall sports season 
comes to a close, the 
winter sports are on deck 
next to showcase their tal-
ent and what they plan to 
bring to the table for their 
upcoming season. 

Due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, the 2020-2021 
winter sports had a short-
ened season; many teams 
could only get a few 
games in if any at all. The 
UW-Superior women’s 
basketball team is a step 
in the right direction to 
have things returning to 
normal. 

UWS sophomores Erika 
Mattson and Paige Servais 
were a part of the team 
last year as a freshman 
but didn’t quite get the 
experience that they had 

hoped for. 

“Well, I was injured for 
the first part of the sea-
son, which wasn’t that 
much fun. By the time I 
was able to come back, we 
hardly had any games left, 
so it was just an overall 
tough spot to be in with 
trying to work my way 
back into the rotation,” 
said Mattson.

“Thankfully, I didn’t have 
to battle any injuries like 

Erika. I did get to play a 
decent amount, consider-
ing we didn’t play in many 
games to start with, but I 
still would have liked to 
have a traditional sea-
son, to begin with,” said 
Servais. 

Competing for a confer-
ence championship has 
always been a goal for the 
Yellowjackets, and they 
have their sights set on 
doing just that this sea-
son. 

“We have a lot of new fac-
es, but also many return-
ing players as well. The 
freshman class brought 
in good numbers, and 
we also returned a good 
amount of our starting 
lineup from last season,” 
said Mattson. 

“I’m just glad to be back 

with my teammates and 
to be able to play the 
sport I enjoy the most. 
I’m looking forward to 
seeing what our team can 
accomplish this year and 
overall make an improve-
ment from last year,” said 
Servais. 

The Yellowjackets will 
play UW-Eau Claire 
Blugold at Zorn Arena on 
November 12 at 8p.m. 
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SPORTS
Devils and ‘Jackets engage in dig duel

‘Jackets women reflect on hard fought season

SUPERIOR, Wis. – Saint 
John’s pulled away from 
the UW-Superior men’s 
basketball team in the 
second half for a 67-45 
victory in the champion-
ship game of the 11th-
annual Merrill Thompson 
Classic, sponsored by 
National Bank of Com-
merce.
 
The Yellowjackets trailed 

by a 34-23 margin at half-
time before the Johnnies 
outscored UWS 33-22 
in the second half on the 
way to the tournament 
title.
 
Junior Xavier Patterson 
scored a team-high 10 
points and classmate Josef 
Fahrenholtz grabbed 11 
rebounds for the second 
consecutive game to lead 
UWS. Superior was held 

to just 33.3 percent shoot-
ing, including 29 percent 
in the second half.
 
Sophomore Josh Rein-
ertsen cut the SJU advan-
tage to 15-11 nine min-
utes into the game with a 
jumper, assisted by J’Vaun 
Walker. Later, Eli Vogel 
hit a jumper in the paint 
to pull his team within 
21-18. Saint John’s (2-0) 
gradually increased its 
advantage in the second 
half, leading by as many 

as 22 late in the game.  
 
Ryan Thissen paced the 
Johnnies with 18 points 
and eight rebounds.
 

The Yellowjackets (1-
1) will host St. Norbert 
Saturday. Tip off at Mertz 
Mortorelli Gymnasium is 
set for 1 p.m.

Minnesota Morris went 
toe-to-toe, but unlike Sat-
urday’s five-set victory for 
the Yellowjackets in the 
regular-season finale, the 
Cougars prevailed in the 
Upper Midwest Athletic 
Conference semifinals, 
3-1, on Jim Gremmels 
Court Tuesday.
 
Minnesota Morris ad-
vanced to the UMAC 
championship match with 
a 25-19, 18-25, 25-23, 
25-23 victory over Supe-
rior, ending the ‘Jackets’ 
season at 12-17.
 
The match was tight 
throughout, featuring 
33 tie scores and 12 lead 
changes, including a com-
bined 24 ties and seven 
lead changes in the third 
and fourth sets alone. 
 
The Yellowjackets jumped 
out to an 8-4 advantage 
on a Pryd kill that capped 
a four-point spurt. Fol-
lowing a Teff error, UWS 
rattled off four more 
points on two more Pryd 
kills, a Jenna Anderson 
ace and Morris error to 
extend the edge to 12-5. 
The Cougars cut the lead 

to 15-10 with a quick 
three-point run, but UWS 
cruised to the set win, 
ending it with a Stark kill 
from Teff for the seven-
point victory.
 
UWS held a 20-17 edge 
late the third on a Laura 
Wellbeck service error, 
but couldn’t finish off 
the set as Morris used a 
5-0 run to take control. 
A Teff swing stopped the 
momentum momentarily, 
but the Cougars took 
it five points later on a 
Geller winner.
 
Superior posted a 9-7 
advantage early in the 
fourth, but Morris rallied 
to take a 17-15 edge with 
a Geller swing, assisted 
by Newton. A Pryd kill 
knotted the score at 17-17 
before the teams traded 
points to 22-22. 

The Cougars used con-
secutive blocks by Geller 
and Jenna Howden to set 
up match point, though. 
The  Yellowjackets staved 
off one, but Nash gave 
her team the match with 
a swing from Newton for 
the win.

Yellowjacket Athletics 

The University of 
Wisconsin-Superior 
Yellowjacket’s Women’s 
Volleyball team faced off 
against the University 
of Wisconsin-Stout in a 
non-conference game at 
Mertz Mortorelli Gym 
on Tuesday, October 26, 
2021.

The battle between the 
two schools was hard-
fought, with exciting 
plays on both court sides. 
In the first set, UWS had 
17 kills, topping UW-
Stout’s 14 kills. UWS won 
the first set, but unfor-
tunately for the ‘Jackets, 
they took the loss in four, 
25-21, 21-25, 15-25, and 
19-25.

Additionally, UWS had 
only four errors, while 
UW-Stout had eight. The 
second, third, and fourth 
sets were a different story. 
The UW-Stout Blue De-
vils lead to kills and the 
least number of errors. 
In total, the Blue Devils 
ended with 49 kills while 
the Yellowjackets only 
recorded 39.

Both teams had an equal 
number of blocks with 12, 
but the Blue Devils rallied 
to get a total of seven aces 
while the Yellowjackets 
only had two. “I felt like 
we played very compe-
titive, especially in the 
first match,” said Brooke 
Kent (Wrenshall, Minn), 
a freshman outside hitter 
for UWS. 

Kent continued, “We 
played tough and hard 
right away, and I think 
towards the end, we start-
ed to get a little tired by 
going into four sets.”

Kent also said the team 
did well using the big 
blocks by getting touches 
which forced the Blue 
Devils’ defense to work 
harder. In total, the UWS 
Yellowjackets had 92 digs 
while the Blue Devils top-
ped out at 100 digs.

Freshman defensive 

specialist Jenna Anderson 
had the most digs of the 
match with 28, followed 
by junior outside hitter 
Alexie Pryd with 24, 
followed by junior libero 
Hailey Atwood with 12. 

Sophomore middle hitter 
Kaylin Plautz, freshman 
outside hitter Maiana 
Stark, and Pryd recorded 
nine kills.

Pryd also had a career-
high-tying 24 digs in the 
four-set loss. UWS had a 
.241 hitting percentage in 
the first set with 14 kills, 
but the Blue Devils made 
a statement winning the 
following three sets to 
claim their fifth consecu-
tive victory in the all-time 
series against UWS.

“At times, it seemed like 
we were out of sync with 
each other on the court. 
When we flow well as a 
team, it is tough to stop 
us,” said Lynne Deadrick, 
the head coach of the 
Yellowjackets women’s 
volleyball team. 

Deadrick continued, “We 
saw some collisions, and 
that is just working on 
more communication 
and proper positioning in 
the read defense between 
players on the court.” 

Yellowjacket Athletics
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Morris knocks ‘Jackets 
out of UMAC Semifinals

Johnnies earns title at Merrill Thompson

Erika Mattson
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Paige Servais
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#3 Xavier Patterson dashes ahead of a Finlandia player.
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#5 Kielen LaPlante and #15 Maiana Stark compete with 
Morris’s #12 McKenzie Newton for a block. 
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#1 Jenna Anderson makes a 
serve.

Photo by Pratham Mundra

Classic Championship


