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From the 
UWRTS Box| 

August, 13, 1912
While KUWS/WSSU 
dates back to the ‘60s 
UWS was involved in 
radio as early as the 
1910s. As demon-

strated by the above 
radio license that au-
thorized the Superior 
State Normal School 

to operate a 50 watt antenna under the call sign WDBP. In comparison UW-Mad-
ison’s earliest radio license (an operation that would evolve into Wisconsin Public 

Radio) is for call sign 9XM issued June 1915.

From the UWRTS Box | Nov. 14, 1966
Dr. Manion did not delay in working to expand WSSU’s as the sta-
tion opened. In an era when even commercial stations would shut 

down outside of “prime” hours students would be broadcasting from 
4-10PM from Monday to Saturday. Reaching out to WHA based 

out of UW-Madison allowed further Wisconsin centric content to 
be brought in. This programming partnership continued to grow as 

WHA eventually evolved into Wisconsin Public Radio.

From the Promethean 
February, 10, 1989
Radio antennas were not the 
only antennae that Dr. Peter 
Nordgren (right) would work 
with. In the late ‘80s as head of 
the Media Resource Center he 
played a part in the arrival of 
satellite TV receivers on the 
campus. UW-S was one of 
the last campuses in the sys-
tem to add this service. From the UWRTS Box

January 31, 1966
“This is WSSU broadcasting from the campus of Wiscon-

sin State University-Superior. Educational radio for the 
twin ports.” The script for the first WSSU broadcast was 

a declaration of the station’s dedication to expanding the 
University’s mission to serve the people for the region. 

Soon after the initial dramatic rift a congratulatory mes-
sage from Wisconsin governor Warren Knowles was the 

first piece of pre-recorded speech broadcast on the station.

Archivist’s Note:  The information incorporated into this Archives edition 
samples from material uploaded to the internet or submitted to the Jim Dan 
Hill (JDH) Library archives by Dr. Peter Nordgren ‘74 and friends. Nordgren 
has a long history of involvement with University of Wisconsin-Superior 
(UWS) ever since he first came to the campus in the ‘70s. After his time as 
a student he went on to join the faculty as professor of library sciences and 
oversaw the development and maintenance of the university’s media and 
technological assets. Today he is an active member of the UW-Superior 
Alumni Association. 

For a small institution like UWS private collections are key resources for 
illustrating their history since for decades the protocols for preservation 
in-house fitted a practical need of preserving administrative institutional 
memory. This meant that efforts were limited to direct university output and 
the file cabinets of staff working in Old Main. On top of that documents were 
stored in the JDH library and Old Main basement where the environment 
(particularly flooding) were free to ravage them. With document storage now 
in a more secure second floor location, incorporation of historical collections 
of regional significance (and attendant funding), and the services of a dedi-
cated professional archivist the purview of the collection is expanding. 

The fact remains that due to past and present prodigious output it is im-
possible to archive all that might be “historically relevant” and ultimate-
ly it falls to determined individuals with a passion for what has been to 
dig up the ephemera of the past.

From the UW-Superior Radio, Tele-
vision Broadcasting Programming, Station 

Reports (UWRTS) Box
 ~1970s

Three-month radio program schedules like those 
above helped students and community members 
find out what they might hear when they tuned 

into 91.3 WSSU. 

From the UWRTS Box| Recorded May, 7, 1974
The tape used for recordings back in the day was expensive and 

as such neccesitated rerecording over it to cover the expense 
which led to the habitual destruction of “ephemeral” broadcasts 
for decades. Here and there somebody did save a tape though 
and thanks to the efforts of former WSSU staff it is possible to 
listen to broadcasts transferred to CD stored in the archives. 

Alternatively and much more accesibly you can listen to these 
old shows online where Dr. Nordgren has uploaded them to his 

Mixcloud account: https://www.mixcloud.com/nwis03/
“Following Transcribed 1974” and “WSSU Stereo 91 News 

Roundup May 3 1974” are vintage examples of WSSU shows of 
the 1970s. 

From the Promethean|Apr. 26, 1991
Dr. O. Gayle Manion (right) was a key figure 

in the maturation of radio as a part of the 
UWS campus. As chair of the Department of 
Speech-Drama-Radio-TV in the ‘60s until his 
retirement as director of Continuing Educa-
tion and Communicating Arts he was critical 

to UWS radio.
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