
Jazz music filled the north 
end of Superior’s streets 
as the Earth Rider Brew-
ery hosted the Jazz Meets 
Rock concert on October 
7. In a special 90 min-
ute outdoor concert the 
University of Wisconsin-
Superior (UWS) Jazz 
Band performed with the 
Show Biz Kids and Du-
luth Transit Authority. 

“I really love playing 
events like this where we 
aren’t in a traditional con-
cert hall because I think 
that it gives a more laid-
back feeling to the audi-
ence. Not everyone loves 
going to a concert hall 
and sitting in one spot for 
two hours,” said Kendra 
Schmidt, the bassist for 
the UWS Jazz Band. 
 
Each band played a short 
set and finished up with a 
joint performance. After 
only a month of rehears-
als the 17-piece UWS Jazz 
Band, directed by Greg 
Kehl Moore, performed 
music by Bennie Moten, 
Antonio Carlos Jobim, 
Soundgarden, and Mi-
chael Philip Mossman. 

“Chega de Saudade” fea-
tured vocals by the UWS 
Jazz Band’s director’s wife, 
Tanya Moore. “I believe 
the energy on stage was 
from all the past perfor-
mances we were unable 
to do became liberated 

and alive again in public 
for the first time in over 
18 months,” said Zach 
Grohn, the pianist for the 
UWS Jazz Band.    

Steely Dan and Chicago 
are quite possibly Greg 
Moore’s favorite bands of 
all time. Therefore, it was 
only natural for him to 
get involved with tribute 
bands after his colleagues 
mentioned the idea. 

Since the two bands start-
ed around the same time, 
there is a lot of crossover 
membership. “There are a 
couple of players that are 
different in each [band], 
but in some ways, it’s 
the same band but with 
slightly different mem-
bership and setlist,” said 
Moore. 

As a Steely Dan tribute 
band, Show BIz Kids rep-
ertoire included “Feelin’ 

Stronger Every Day,” “Be-
ginnings,” and “Make Me 
Smile.” The Duluth Tran-
sit Authority, a Chicago 
tribute band, followed 
up with “Reelin’ In The 
Years,” “Black Cow,” and 
“Kid Charlemagne.”  

The concert closed out 
the night with “My Old 
School” by Steely Dan and 
“25 Or 6 To 4” by Chicago 
in a combined perfor-
mance with the UWS 
Jazz Band. “Being able to 
play with these bands and 
share classics of Steely 
Dan and Chicago was a 
dream come true. These 
bands are among my 
favorites,” said Grohn. 

After a challenging year 
for musicians, these per-
formers left it all out on 
the stage.  
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In the Curran-McNeill 
residence hall base-
ment, the 4th-floor 
Resident Assistant 
(RA), Laeken Ramsey, 
hosted a “Bad Art 
Night.” 

The purpose of the 
floor activity was to 
make intentionally 
bad and “cursed” art. 
For one to consider 
something as “cursed,” 
the viewer may find 
the image disturbing 
because of the low 
quality of the photo or 
the image’s content is 
abnormal or illogical. 

The entire hour and a 
half long event faced 
nothing but laughter, 
and the majority of 
the residents could 
not keep a straight 
face making things as 
cursed as they were. 
There were some 
genuine artists down 
there. Alaina Larson’s 

deception of Lil Nas X 
was nothing less than 
perfect. 

Some other art avail-
able was philosophical, 
such as Ramsey’s “Tell 
the truth and Run” 
painting. The materials 
available were stan-
dard cheap paint, pipe 
cleaners, paper bags, 
outdated magazines, 
markers, and Xander 
Nueman’s favorite 
googly eyes. 

The works produced 
included self-portraits, 
landscapes, the oc-
casional cartoon char-
acter Peppa Pig, and 
the paper bag portrait 
of 2nd floor Ross RA 
Josh Carlisle made by 
Brady Radloff. Over-
all it was a pretty fun 
night. To see the art-
work in person, stop by 
the 4th-floor lounge in 
Curran-McNeill.

“Bad Art” Night

Since high school, McK-
enzy Cich knew she 
wanted to study theatre. 
She is about to begin 
rehearsals for her digital 

theatre & filmmaking and 
English major senior cap-
stone production of “The 
Runner Stumbles.” This 
production is a drama 
dealing with life, religion, 
and the limitations that 
come with them. It is also 
loosely based on a 1911 
Michigan murder case.

“There’s lots of characters, 
so I’m excited to work 
with a bunch of people, 
and there are a couple 
deep and interesting char-
acters that I’m excited to 
develop with the actors,” 
said Cich. 

Cich noted it’s essential to 

have a strong image and 
direction for where you 
want the story to go when 
researching for a script. 
Since the play is based in 
Michigan, it has a famil-
iar midwest feel that she 
enjoys (and thinks the 
audience will too).

This production is not 
Cich’s directorial debut. 
Cich admitted that she is 
nervous about the techni-
cal aspects of the produc-
tion since she is primarily 
an actor. Still, she opti-
mistically described it as 
“an exciting challenge.” 
Cich is eager to get the 
show on the road and be 

an acting coach. UWS 
Theatre Professor Cathy 
Fank recognized and nur-
tured her potential and 
love for theatre. Cich said 
that developing talent and 
the potential in others will 
be a highlight for her.  

Of course, it would be 
impossible to write a story 
on an in-person theatre 
production in 2021 with-
out discussing the present 
and potential impacts of 
Covid-19. 

The actors will have 
to wear masks during 
rehearsal (unless they 
are on stage and read-

ing lines). There is also 
a possibility of someone 
getting sick and having to 
miss rehearsal. However, 
Cich is mostly “giddy and 
excited.” This play will 
be UWS’s first in-person 
production in almost two 
years.

 “No empty houses! Please 
come,” said Cich. “The 
Runner Stumbles” is an 
all-student production, 
showing for two nights 
in early December. The 
Promethean will publish 
future show-time details.

“The Runner Stumbles” theatre production is underway
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UWS Jazz Band, Show Biz Kids, and Duluth Transit Au-
thority perform together at the Eath Rider Brewery. 
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Artwork created by students during the “Bad Art Night” 
floor program. 
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