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Alumni Streaming Service and Journalism Program Will Partner 

The ballad of Nick Fredrikson

From the city landscape 
of Maple Grove, Minne-
sota, the loving, go-lucky, 
and energetic Alexie Pryd 
came to the University of 
Wisconsin-Superior in 
search of change. After 
one year at Wingate Uni-
versity in North Carolina, 
she decided to come 
closer to home. 

You can match her per-
sonality with many of 
the things she cares for. 
Toothless from How 
To Train Your Dragon 
reminds her of her cat, 
Pixie, and the full name is 
an absolute mouthful. She 
also likes the Volkswagen 
Bug with eyelashes on the 
headlights, but mainly she 
is a volleyball player.

Pryd committed to Wing-
ate when she was only 16 
after several impressive 
seasons at Maple Grove 
Senior High School. 

Her talent carried 
through her remain-
ing years, leading the 
Crimson as one of the 
top-ranked hitters in all 
of Minnesota during her 
final three years. 

In Pryd’s last season, she 
was named captain of 
the Crimson and ended 
her career as the all-time 
kills leader with 808 of 
them during her four-year 
stout.

Pryd accrued many ac-
colades with the high 
school and beyond. She 
earned a spot on the AAU 
National All-Tournament 
Team while playing for 
Minnesota Select. All this 
led to her becoming a Yel-
lowjacket. 

“Wingate is a small town 
with nothing but corn-
fields,” said Pryd. Since 
she grew up in a big city, 
we can see why she would 
choose to come to UWS. 
“Superior is also small, 
but there are at least 
things to do in the area,” 
said Pryd. 

It’s a drastic change go-
ing from a large city to a 
small town. However, she 
also has a boyfriend at-
tending the University of 
Minnesota-Duluth, which 
decided to choose UWS 
even easier.

SUPERIOR, Wis. – At the 
end of the regular season, 
the Upper Midwest Ath-
letic Conference will take 
the top four volleyball 
teams in the regular sea-
son standings and grant 

them admission into the 
conference tournament. 

Entering play Saturday, 
the Yellowjackets sat in a 
tie for the fourth and final 
playoff spot. 

The team they were tied 
with – North Central, 
the team that just so 
happened to be the Yel-
lowjacket opponent last 
Saturday afternoon. 
 
The Yellowjackets em-
ployed a balanced attack, 
and with surgical preci-
sion down North Central 
in three lopsided sets, 
sweeping the match with 
set scores of 25-12, 25-14, 
and 25-15 at Mertz Mor-
torelli Gym. 

Overall, the Yellowjackets 
now stand at 6-13 and are 
4-3 in the UMAC.

The Yellowjackets take 
on Martin Luther at the 
Mertz Mortorelli Gymna-
sium on Saturday, Oct. 16.

Nick Fredrikson is a 
senior at the University 
of Wisconsin-Superior 
(UWS). He plans on leav-
ing with a major in ex-
ercise science and sports 
management. The Minne-
apolis, Minnesota native 
enjoys spending most of 
his time outside. 

Fredrikson’s greatest pas-
sion in life and his favor-
ite activity is baseball. He 
especially likes the Min-
nesota Twins. “I like Joe 
Ryan because he is a good 
young pitcher, and that 
is exactly what the Twins 
need to be good,” said 
Fredrikson. 

When he isn’t watching or 
playing baseball, Fredrik-

son can be found outside 
playing disk golf or hang-
ing out with his friends.

Additionally, he is most 
thankful for his family 
and his cat named Careo-
nel. Since he was five 
years old, Fredrikson has 
been involved with dance 
and piano lessons. His 
mother is Ukrainian, so 
her cultural heritage in-
fluenced his dance back-
ground. Unfortunately, 
Fredrikson’s mother 
passed due to bone 
cancer when he was in 
third grade. However, he 
still strives to further his 
knowledge of his Ukrai-
nian heritage. 

He has always shown 
interest in activities 
involving social issues 

and conflicts. “My envi-
ronmental science class 
[is my favorite] because it 
stuck with me and in-
volved real-world things,” 
said Fredrikson. 

In the future, Fredrik-
son wants to move out 
west with his high school 
friends and graduate col-
lege in the spring.  
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Defensively, Hailey Atwood had 11 digs.
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A University of Wis-
consin-Superior (UWS) 
alumnus’s live video-
streaming service will 
become a platform for 
students taking part in the 
school’s new multimedia 
journalism program this 
fall.

Chippewa Falls native 
Craig Morrissey started 
putting together iFan TV 
nearly two decades ago as 
a way to stay engaged in 
athletics after his colle-
giate playing and coach-
ing days were finished. 

For Morrissey, the op-
portunity to extend his 
service beyond event 
coverage of UWS campus 
and athletic events into 
becoming part of the ex-
perience on campus was 
an easy decision. “Being 
a graduate, it’s nice to be 
giving back,” said Mor-
rissey.
Morrissey, who gradu-
ated from UWS in 2006 
with a degree in business 

administration, said that 
becoming involved with 
covering Yellow Jackets 
athletics in the 2014-15 
school year was a big 
milestone. “We had been 
streaming all of the stuff 
for high schools,” said 
Morrissey. 

“It was a natural progres-
sion to do college events 
next. A new multimedia 
journalism program at 
UWS is another opportu-
nity for iFan TV to grow,” 
said Morrissey. “I’m hop-
ing to be a big part of the 
new program.” 

Morrissey said that iFan 
TV will offer students the 
chance to work in an-
nouncing, production, 
film, live events, graphic 
design, and social media, 
as well as opportunities 
to publish work and build 
portfolios as they look for 
work after graduation.

Morrissey added that for 
students adept at pro-
ducing short videos or 

graphics their work will 
have an opportunity to 
be featured during Yellow 
Jackets events. “It’ll be 
real-life experience right 
away,” said Morrissey.

iFan TV is largely oper-
ated by volunteers, some-
times numbering over a 
dozen, said Morrissey. 
Usually, the volunteers are 
either students or par-
ents of students who are 

participating in the events 
that the service covers.
Morrissey earned his 
degree after a long jour-
ney that took him from 
Rice Lake, where he 
played basketball and 
then graduated from the 
University of Wisconsin-
Barron County in 1993, to 
Superior, where he earned 
his bachelor’s degree after 
serving as the interim 
coach for the women’s 

basketball program in 
2005-06.

Morrissey is eager to give 
back to his alma mater. “I 
have a great sense of pride 
in the new program,” said 
Morrissey. “It’s nice to 
move things forward, and 
to be helping with it.”

Morrissey can be contact-
ed by email craig@ifan.tv 
or phone 218-348-6762.

From left to right: Dave Williams, Matt Johnson, Don Leighton at a UWS basketball game 
in the Mertz Mortorelli Gymnasium. Williams is is the co-owner/announcer/co-founder of 
iFan TV. Johnson and Leighton are Yellowjacket Athletics Announcers on KUWS FM 91.3 

and iFan TV. Leighton is also the iFan TV Business Manager.   
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