
As I walked up the 
steep stairs to the 
William A. Irvin gift 
shop on Oct. 7, I was 
met by quivering, 
yet excited voices, 
echoing from inside: 
“Is it over? I feel like 
someone is going to 
jump out at me still!” 
and “That was great, 
it’s nice to be back!” 
I smiled in agree-
ment—it was nice to 
be back. As a Duluth 
area native, touring 
the Haunted Ship 
every October has 
always been at the top 
of my fall festivities 
bucket list. 

I even had the oppor-
tunity to volunteer as 
an actor a few times 
in high school, even 
though I couldn’t 
speak the next day 
from screaming and 
growling all night, 
it was an amazing 
experience. While I 
waited in the gift shop 

for actor coordina-
tor Dave Stafsholt, 
the unusual sounds 
(distant screaming), 
sights (dismembered 
hands), and smells 
(I’m not sure I want to 
know), brought back 
fond memories.

Stafsholt has been 
the William A. Irvin 
Actor Coordinator for 
twenty years and to 
say he has been look-
ing forward to this 
year’s haunt would be 
an understatement, 
“It’s a relief to be back. 
Every October I get 
amped up for this, 
so not having it has 
been hard.” Stafsholt 
is referring to the 
ship’s four-year hiatus 
caused by repairs 
performed on the ship 
and later Covid. 

Stafsholt did admit 
he was initially a little 
worried about actor 
numbers, but from 
the very first actor 
meeting last August 

that hasn’t been the 
case. Stafsholt added 
that he’s made black 
masks and sanitizer 
available for every 
actor that wants one, 
“We want everyone to 
be comfortable.”

The announcement 
for the Haunted Ship 
was made last June, 
usually prepping for 
the haunt starts in 
April. The crew has 
been working full 
speed ahead since 
then, building and 
coordinating a self-
guided tour that takes 
approximately 30-35 
minutes (unless fear 
causes you to sprint 
through.) 

While Stafsholt’s title 
on the ship is “Actor 
Coordinator,” he gives 
all the credit to the 
actors: “They’re the 
reason I’m here. The 
actors are why I keep 
coming back—with-
out them this isn’t at 
all possible. I’ve had 
some actors for fifteen 
years and they just 
keep coming back, 
and that’s not easy to 
do. I work for them!” 

You can find the 
schedule and pur-
chase tickets for the 
Haunted Ship onsite 
or at duluthhaunted-
ship.com. General 
admission tickets are 
$15, fast pass tickets 
are $25, and college 
students can present 
their student ID to 
purchase $10 tickets 
(available in person 
only).
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While UPD officers 
have greater en-
forcement powers 
these are still at an 
officer’s discretion. 
In situations where 
the public safety is 
not immediately 
threatened officers 
will favor warnings 
or tickets before 
resorting to sharper 
measures. 

UPD can be seen 
driving around 
and between their 
jurisdictions which 
are all areas owned 
by UWS and UW-
Extension. 

When it comes to 
the camera system 
on campus while 
UPD has access and 
plans their locations 
the systems are 
operated by ResNet. 
Jay Revering, 
ResNet Coordinator, 
oversees the mainte-
nance of the system. 
While talking about 
cameras currently 
operating Rever-
ing mentioned, “All 
ResHalls and MWC 
are covered. 

There are some 
common spaces 
around campus that 
are covered. As well 
as about a quarter 
of the parking lots. 
Plans are in place to 
have pretty much all 
parking lots cov-
ered within the next 
couple of years.” 

These cameras are 
all motion acti-
vated and Revering 
tries to set them 
up based on what 

they’re looking at 
i.e., people, cars, or 
property. 

Generally, anywhere 
from 10-20 days’ 
worth of footage is 
stored on the system 
depending on avail-
able drive space and 
number of activated 
cameras. 

UPD are happy to 
view camera foot-
age to help discover 
what happened in 
the event of an in-
jury or stolen/dam-
aged property. The 
quicker a student 
reports a crime the 
sooner the UPD 
can start checking 
recordings. 

If there’s a broad 
range of time when 
a crime possibly oc-
curred rather than 
a narrower frame 
UPD will have to 
spend additional 
time reviewing all 
the footage within 
the time frame and 
in turn take longer 
to come back with 
an answer. 

UPD will receive 
calls placed to 911 
when the location is 
in their jurisdiction. 
Eickman identified 
this as the best thing 
to do in case of an 
emergency so the 
help needed will 
arrive whether that 
be the SPD, UPD, or 
a neighboring police 
department. 

The grey emer-
gency phone towers 
with the blue lights 
around campus are 
also a tool in emer-

gencies.
If a student, staff, 
or faculty member 
wants to report 
a crime that has 
already been com-
mitted or has any 
questions directed 
to UPD they can be 
contacted by call or 
text at 715-394-8114 
or their email cam-
pussafety@uwsuper.
edu. 

UPD’s office is in 
606 Belknap behind 
the Parking Services 
office and you can 
learn more about 
them on their web-
site: uwsuper.edu/
safety/index/cfm. 

If you’re curious to 
learn more about 
the types of crimes 
that occur on cam-
pus and the policies 
UPD follow this 
information can be 
found by searching 
for the Clery Act on 
the UWS website.

When asked about 
any final words 
about the changes 
to Campus Police 
Eickman said, “As 
police officers we 
offer a level of ser-
vices and safety that 
security services just 
can’t provide.”         

As a freshman, college has 
been an unforgettable ex-
perience. One memorable 
thing for me is the variety 
of cultures on campus. 
I was lucky to befriend 
and interview two inter-
national students named 
Viviane de Paula Colletta 
(Vivi for short) and Igeta 
Tamami. Vivi is from Bra-
zil and is outgoing. Over-
all if she’s around, the fun 
follows. Tamami is from 
Japan and is humorous. 
Hanging out with her is 
amazing since she’ll find 
something weird and 
make it memorable. 

Tamami chose to come 
to UW-Superior because 
of longer-lasting snow 
and fulfilling her dream 
of being in the States. 
Vivi is excited to be in the 
States and looks forward 
to the changing leaves 
since she’s unfamiliar with 

that. However, Vivi said it 
was difficult to leave her 
friends and family be-
hind. Luckily, they com-
piled a book for her to 
remember them. Tamami 
had a different experi-
ence. She was so excited 
she “didn’t have time to 
cry.” Both landed in Du-
luth and were picked up 
by a UWS representative 
to be driven to campus, 
where they met and be-
came roommates. 

Both had doubts about 
America, mainly the food. 
Vivi is a picky eater and 
was concerned about eat-
ing the eggs and meat she 
likes. Tamami was con-
cerned about getting veg-
etables and eating healthy. 
They haven’t had an issue 
with food. They downed 
their Perkins food faster 
than I could. Vivi brought 
up how surprised she was 
about the number of in-
ternational students here, 

which made her feel more 
comfortable knowing she 
wasn’t the only one new 
to the States. 

The adjustment of con-
stantly using English 
is the hardest. Tamami 
finds keeping up with 
the communication and 
workload required in her 
Introduction to Academic 
Writing class challeng-
ing. Vivi said she misses 
her friends and family, 
especially her brother. 
Tamami said she misses, 
“nothing” about home. 
She clarified after laugh-
ing because being here is 
a dream. 

In the middle of this in-
terview, they humored me 
with cultural differences. 
Vivi asked, “Where are 
the crop tops?” I found 
this interesting as Mid-
westerners aren’t known 
for excessive use of crop 
tops. Tamami commented 

how everyone dresses 
and speaks comfortably 
instead of formally. In Ja-
pan, people speak formal-
ly to their elders and each 
other. Tamami has some-
times been exhausted by 
Americans’ greater social 
openness. 

In the future, the two 
will buy a car together 
and drive to California. 

Tamami also wants to get 
involved on campus. She 
is majoring in marketing, 
while Vivi is double ma-
joring in criminal justice 
and communicating arts. 
I think that I’ve already 
bumped into them in 
every building beside Old 
Main. If you see them 
around campus, don’t be 
afraid to say hello as they 
are both very friendly.
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A friendly greeter with axe in hand awaits tour-
goers on the sidewalk in front of the ship.
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