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SPORTS
Softball sweeps Crown on senior day
Yellowjacket Athletics

Senior Amanda Kishish was key for the ‘Jackets on Satur-
day, pitching 3.1 shutout innings and earning her first win. 
The ‘Jackets swept Crown in a Senior Day doubleheader.
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It was a special day 
Saturday for the Yellow-
jacket softball team, as the 
program celebrated a trio 
of seniors on Senior Day 
2021.
 
One member of the class, 
Kayla Behrman (Finlay-
son, Minn./Willow River 
Secondary), had her sea-
son ended prematurely by 
an injury. The other two 
– Olivia Bancroft-Hart 
(Cambria, Wis./Cambria-
Friesland) and Amanda 
Kishish (St. Francis, 
Minn./St. Francis), would 
each play a pivotal role in 
the Yellowjackets getting 
back in the win column, 
and completing a sweep 
on the day.
 
Superior needed extra in-
nings to fight off a pesky 
Crown team in the open-
er, before rallying late to 
take game two and sweep 
the Storm. The Yellow-
jackets (13-9, 6-4 UMAC) 
took the first game 5-4 in 
nine innings before win-
ning the second contest 
8-4.
 
With the wins, the Yel-
lowjackets sit in a three-
way tie for third place in 
the UMAC, setting up a 
crucial home series with 
Northland this afternoon.

Game One
The teams combined for 
nearly as many errors (10) 
as hits (11) in the first 
game of the set, needing 
extra time to decide a 
winner.

Crown opened the scor-
ing with a single run in 
the top of the third, but 
the Yellowjackets an-
swered in the bottom of 
the inning in an oddly 
unique way.
 
Kaileigh Miller (Superior, 
Wis./Superior Senior) led 

off the inning by laying a 
bunt down the third base 
line. The fielder picked 
the ball cleanly, but hur-
ried the throw and threw 
wildly down the right 
field line. The ball rolled 
into the corner, allowing 
Miller to come all the way 
around to score and tie 
the game. 

The Yellowjackets would 
move in front in the bot-
tom of the fourth. Bry-
ton Kukowski (Duluth, 
Minn./Hermantown) led 
off with a single, moved 
to second on a ground out 
and scored on an error to 
make it 2-1.
 
Crown quickly erased the 
lead, scoring twice in the 
fifth to lead 3-2. Once 
again, the Yellowjackets 
answered. In the bot-
tom of the inning, Tayler 
Kraemer (Spring Green, 
Wis./Wisconsin Heights) 
hit a one-out single and 
went to second on an 
error. She moved to third 
on another error and 
scored on a sacrifice fly, 
tying the game.

The Storm regained the 
lead in the top of the 
sixth, but in the bottom 
of the inning Marley Burd 
(Glendale, Ariz./Centen-
nial) tied it again, clearing 
the fence in right field for 
the Yellowjackets' first 
home run of the season, 
making the score 4-4.
 
It stayed that way until 
the ninth. With two outs, 
Bancroft-Hart reached on 
an infield single and came 
all the way around to 
score when Tiffany Kirk 
(McHenry, Ill./McHenry 
East) drilled a double into 
the game in right center, 
making the final score 
5-4.

Kraemer got the start in 
the circle, earning the win 

after allowing four runs 
(one earned) on five hits 
while walking three and 
striking out six. Her re-
cord improves to 8-5 with 
the complete game effort.

Game Two
The teams tightened up 
the defense and the of-
fenses came to life in the 
second game, and the Yel-
lowjackets were forced to 
come from behind to gain 
the sweep.
 
Crown scored a single 
run in the second and 
added three more in 
the fourth to take a 4-0 
lead, and in the process 
chase Yellowjacket starter 
Malania Madill (Canyon, 
Minn./South Ridge) after 
just 3.2 innings.

The ‘Jackets sent 11 hit-
ters to the plate in the 
bottom of the fifth, scor-
ing six times to erase the 
Crown lead. Burd started 
the inning with a single 
up the middle and Miller 
followed with a single to 
the exact same spot. Kaela 
Kraemer (Spring Green, 
Wis./Wisconsin Heights) 
doubled down the line in 
right, scoring pinch run-
ner Erika Mattson (Ely, 
Minn./Ely Memorial) and 
putting two runners in 

scoring position. Miller 
scored on a fielder's 
choice, and Bancroft-Hart 
followed with a walk to 
load the bases and force a 
pitching change.
 
Crown's relief pitcher is-
sued back-to-back walks 
to Kirk and Kukowski, 
and just like that the score 
was tied. Crown made 
another pitching change 
but it didn't deter the 
Yellowjackets, who used a 
sacrifice fly and a fielder's 
choice to score two more 
and take a 6-4 lead. The 
‘Jackets plated two more 
in the bottom of the sixth 
on a Bancroft-Hart triple 
and a Krik single, bring-
ing the lead to 8-4.

Kishish came on in relief 
of Madill and picked up 
her first win of the season 
in the circle. She pitched 
3.1 scoreless innings, 
allowing just three hits 
while striking out two to 
move to 1-0 on the year.
 
The Yellowjackets will 
host Northland, one of 
the teams they're tied 
with in the UMAC stand-
ings, in a doubleheader 
this afternoon. Opening 
pitch is set for 3:30 p.m. at 
the NBC Spartan Sports 
Complex.

Men’s soccer team loses first of season, falls 2-0 against Augsburg
Yellowjacket Athletics 

In a typical season, the 
Yellowjacket men's soccer 
team is known for playing 
one of the most rugged 
schedules in the region. 
No matter the opponent, 
no matter the location, 
the Yellowjackets have 
never been afraid to take 
on the region's best op-
ponents, a deliberate and 
calculated move designed 
to prepare the team for 
the meat grinder that is 
the NCAA tournament.
 
But that's in a typical 
year. This season, due to 
COVID, the Yellowjackets 
were forced to abandon 
their non-conference 
schedule, and with it, 
some of the great contests 
we've become accustomed 
to. Saturday afternoon the 
Yellowjackets, enjoying 
their UMAC bye week, 
were able to get back on 

the pitch, taking on Augs-
burg, a non-conference 
foe they have faced before 
in NCAA play.
 
The Auggies proved to 
be anything but gracious 
hosts, scoring twice early 
and shutting the Yellow-
jackets down offensively, 
on the way to a 2-0 win 
at Edor Nelson Field in 
Minneapolis Saturday.
 
The victory was the first 
of the season for the Aug-
gies, who in turn handed 
the Yellowjackets (7-1-
0) their first loss of the 
season.
 
Augsburg got on the 
board early when Nick 
Zuchowski converted on 
a penalty kick in the 20th 
minute, booting a shot 
into the lower left corner 
to make it 1-0. The Aug-
gies would make it a 2-0 

match less than five min-
utes later when Varney 
Conneh scored at 24:12.

From there the Auggies 
stifling defense would 
keep the Yellowjackets at 
bay, limiting the opportu-
nities of one of the high-
est scoring teams in the 
region.
 
Augsburg bettered the 
Yellowjackets in shots 
(15-7) and had a 6-1 edge 
in shots on goal. Blake 
Perry (Anoka, Minn./
Anoka) had the lone shot 
on goal of the match for 
the Yellowjackets. Perry 
attempted two shots for 
the Yellowjackets, who 
were led by Brandon 
Conklin (Superior, Wis./
Superior Senior) with 
three attempts.

Ulrik Lager (Vollen, Nor-
way/Asker VGS) started 

in goal for the Yellowjack-
ets and made four saves in 
the match.
 
The Yellowjackets will 
look to keep their un-
beaten UMAC schedule 
in tact as they close out 

the home portion of their 
regular tonight, hosting 
St. Scholastica. Open-
ing kickoff is set for 8:30 
p.m. at the NBC Spartan 
Sports Complex. Their 
season wraps up Saturday 
at Northland.

Men’s golf 11th at 
SJU Spring Invite
Yellowjacket Athletics
Ryan Peterson (Duluth, 
Minn./Duluth East) and 
Joey Cummings (Duluth, 
Minn./Duluth East) each 
fired rounds of 1-over-par 
72 on the final day of the 
Saint John's Spring Invita-
tional. 

The final-round scores 
for the pair were just two 
strokes above the low for 
the day among the 91 
golfers competing. Only 
Carson Brock of UW-Eau 
Claire (70) and Thomas 
Gutzmer of Saint John's, 
Matthew Armstrong of 
St. Thomas and Tommy 
Hinker of Gustavus Adol-
phus (71) were lower.

As a team, the Yellowjack-
ets shot 24-over-par 308 
on at the 6,453-yard par-
71 course. Peterson and 
Cummings tied for 12th 
overall at 6-over par 149 
for the tournament, post-
ing four and three birdies 
in their second rounds, 
respectively. UWS fin-
ished the two-day event 
at 55-over 627, good for 
11th in the 17-team field.

Sam Albrecht (Gilbert, 
Minn./Eveleth-Gilbert 
Senior) shot 82 Sunday, 
tying for 62nd overall at 
19-over 156. 

St. Thomas won the 
team title by nine strokes 
over UW-Eau Claire at 
11-over-par 583. Gutzmer 
claimed medalist honors 
for the host Johnnies by 
one stroke over Jacob 
Pedersen of Gustavus at 
2-under 141.
 
Superior now turns its 
attention to the UMAC 
championship at Pebble 
Creek Golf Course in 
Becker, Minnesota, begin-
ning tomorrow and run-
ning through Saturday. 

Blake Perry (left) had the Yellowjackets lone shot on goal 
Saturday. The ‘Jackets (7-1) lost for the first time this sea-

son, 2-0 to Augsburg.
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