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SPORTS

The Upper Midwest 
Athletic Conference 
(UMAC) has announced 
the All-Conference teams 
for the 2020-2021 bas-
ketball season, and the 
Yellowjackets secured 
eight total spots between 
the men’s and women’s 
teams. Even though both 
teams finished under 
.500 for their respective 
seasons, they had players 
who stepped up and were 
acknowledged for their 
achievements.

Two sophomores stepped 
up as leaders for Superior 
this season, as Mason 
Ackley and Eli Vogel were 
both given the nod for 
second-team honors. 

Vogel led the Jackets this 
season with 16.8 points 
per game. A volume 
shooter, he had an ef-
ficient season behind the 
arc, cashing in the sec-
ond-best three point per-
centage in the UMAC at 
43.9% on three attempts 
a game. A career-best 28 
points were scored by 
the sophomore on a Feb. 
24 game against Martin 
Luther. 

After being named to 
the honorable mention 
team a year ago, Ackley 
showed improvement this 
season and was named 
to the All-UMAC second 
team. Ackley’s scoring 
stayed consistent, averag-
ing 10.8 points per game 
while shooting 48.2%. 
After nearly doubling his 
assist numbers, he fin-
ished third in the confer-
ence with an average of 
4.3 assists per game and 
just over two turnovers a 
game.

J’Vaun Walker got the 
nod as the only freshman 
named to the All-Defense 
team after leading the 
conference in steals. 
Walker came to UWS 
during a tough time for 
athletics but was not rusty 
on the defensive end and 
even helped offensively, 
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Eli Vogel in a game against 
Crown on Feb. 20. Vogel led 
the ‘Jackets with 16.8 PPG.
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pouring in 12.3 points per 
game on an outstanding 
52% clip in his first season 
with the Yellowjackets. 

The women’s team was 
also led by two sopho-
more selections as Kaija 
Davies brought home the 
All-Second team honors 
with 12.5 points per game 
and 6.3 rebounds. Davies 
was also the only player 
on the team to average 
more than one block 
throughout the season for 
the ‘Jackets. Davies had 
a career night against St. 
Scholastica on March 1, 
posting a double-double 
with 21 points and 11 
rebounds.
 
Sophomore guard Kaelyn 
Christianson was named 
to the honorable mention 
team after leading the 
women’s team in scor-
ing with an average of 
14.4 per game, enough to 
rank 9th in the confer-
ence. She was also top ten 
in free throw percentage 
and threes per game, with 
69.8% and 1.6, respec-
tively. 

Ellie Leadstrom was the 
lone senior on this year's 
squad, and, just as she 
has her whole career, 
she led the Yellowjackets 
defensively and got rec-
ognized for it by making 
the All-Defensive team. 
Leadstrom had a career 
season, rebounding the 
ball an average of 6.4 
times on a nightly basis. 
Her rebounding average 
was enough to put her at 
eighth in the conference. 
She also finished eighth in 
steals. 

Leadstrom and junior 
guard Carter Brown were 
both given UMAC sports-
manship awards as the 
representatives for UW-
Superior. Brown returned 
this season after an injury 
and only played in only 
four games, but he was a 
leader and role model to 
the young team.
 
Getting these athletes 
back to action was both 
a rewarding and exciting 
experience. Despite the 
sub-.500 record for both 
teams, they are both look-
ing forward to the future 
to utilize the great col-
lection of young players 
who were recognized this 
season. 

Kaija Davies brought home 
All-Second Team honors. Da-
vies finished with 14.4 PPG
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The Upper Midwest Ath-
letic Conference (UMAC) 
indoor track season has 
wrapped up and conclud-
ed with the UW-Superior 
men’s team winning their 
fifth consecutive cham-
pionship. The women’s 
team, meanwhile, finished 
sixth overall. With the 
conclusion of champion-
ships comes All-Confer-
ence hardware, including 
five individual winners 
and one relay team get-
ting honored for their 
performance in the cham-
pionship on the men’s 
team and two individual 
winners on the women’s 
team. 
 
Three of the men’s se-
niors were named to the 
all-conference teams this 
year after their perfor-
mance in the champion-
ship meet.

Tyler Finger was one 
after clocking a first-place 
finish in the 800 meter 
and second place with a 
4:38.95 mile run to bring 
home two All-UMAC 
mentions. Finger also was 
named the ‘Jackets rep-
resentative to the sports-
manship team. 
 
Brett Goplen finished 
with two all-conference 
nods for the second con-
secutive year. Setting his 
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championships last year, 
Goplen finished first in 
the high jump and second 
in the 60-meter hurdles. 
This year, he swapped 
places in his main events, 
finishing first in the 
60-meter hurdles and sec-
ond in the high jump. 

Derrick Moe finished just 
behind his teammate Ty-
ler Finger in the 800-me-
ter run to take second and 
still receive All-UMAC 
recognition. 

Freshman Andrew 
Grabarkewitz was one of 
only two freshmen to win 
an individual event. Per-
forming in the pole vault, 
Grabarkewitz vaulted up 
to 12 feet and 1.5 inches 
to take the first-place 
finish. Grabarkewitz gave 
a big boost to the Yel-
lowjackets, also placing 
second in the 400-me-
ter dash and third in 
the 200-meter dash. He 
scored a total of 24 points 
on the day to help lead 
the ‘Jackets to a 54 point 
victory. 

The last of the individual 
All-Conference nominees 
went to weight thrower 
Tanner Lee who placed 
second with a 14.67 meter 
throw. 

The 4X200 relay team 

consisting of Steven 
Pearson, Mitchell Peter-
son, Lennon Shimon, and 
Ethan Westimayer also 
took home UMAC hon-
ors. With no seniors on 
the relay team, big things 
could be on the horizon 
for this team as the ‘Jack-
ets look to defend their 
five-year streak. 

The ‘Jackets men have 
been led to this five-year 
run of dominance by 
coach Glen Drexler, who 
has brought home the 
UMAC Coach of the Year 
award for the fifth time 
during the indoor season.

For the women’s team, 
two sophomores, Alexxa 
DeQuevedo and Kasha 
Hughlett, earned All-
UMAC nods. 

DeQuevedo finished 
second in the 60-meter 
hurdles with a time of 
10.18 seconds. 

Hughlett received rec-
ognition for her second-
place finish in the weight 
throw. Her toss of 13.87 
meters was a new per-
sonal best. 

Junior Nicole Koski was 
named as the Yellowjack-
ets’ representative on the 
UMAC Sportsmanship 
team. 

‘Jackets cruise past North Central 3-0 in home finale
Yellowjacket Athletics

Kaylin Plautz had a huge game for the Yellowjackets in 
Saturday’s win over North Central. Plautz finished with a 

match-high 18 kills.
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The Yellowjacket volley-
ball team made its final 
regular season appear-
ance on its home court 
on Saturday, March 27. 
The ‘Jackets made quick 
work of North Central, 
downing the Rams 3-0 
in a match that took just 
under an hour at Mertz 
Mortorelli Gym.

Prior to the match, the 
Yellowjackets honored 
a pair of seniors seeing 
their last action at The 
Mertz – Megan Taylor, 
who has missed the bulk 
of the season with an in-
jury, and Elise Ertl. While 
Taylor was out of the 
lineup, Ertl finished her 
final regular season home 
match with a kill, two 
assists and five digs while 
playing strong defense in 
the back row.

The ‘Jackets cruised 
through the first two sets, 
winning 15 straight points 
in the first set and 13 of 
the first 14 in set two to 
build two insurmountable 
leads. Things were closer 
in the third set, however, 
as the teams went back-
and-forth for the bulk of 
the frame. 

With the score tied 11-11, 
the Yellowjackets went 
on a 5-0 run to pull away. 
North Central pulled back 

within three, but the Yel-
lowjackets closed things 
out, getting the final two 
points on kills by Kay-
lin Plautz to take the set 
25-20 and the match 3-0. 
Plautz had a big day for 
the Yellowjackets, attack-
ing at a clip of .615 and 
finishing with a match-
high 18 kills. 

Alexie Pryd also had 10 
kills. Megan Holz finished 
with 33 assists and also 
had eight aces from the 
service line. She also led 
the Yellowjackets with 
nine digs.

The Yellowjackets will 
close out the regular 
season on Saturday, April 
3 when they travel to New 
Ulm, Minnesota to take 
on Martin Luther. Open-
ing serve is set for 1:00 
p.m.

The Yellowjackets cur-
rently sit at 7-2 overall 
and are 5-2 in conference 
play. Martin Luther is 3-5 
with a 1-5 conference play 
record. This will be the 
first meeting between the 
two teams in this abbrevi-
ated season. 

Following the comple-
tion of the game, the 
‘Jackets will prepare for 
the UMAC conference 
tournament. Due to 
COVID-19, this will be 
the highest championship 
that the team is eligible to 
compete for this season. 
The tournament will run 
from Monday, April 5 un-
til Saturday, April 10 with 
the highest seed hosting 
each game. The ‘Jackets 
will likely play on Thurs-
day, April 8.


