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SPORTS
‘Jackets snap losing streak, beat Morris in doubleheader
Yellowjacket Athletics

Nick Zezulka launched his first home run of the year in 
game two of Saturday’s double header. The ‘Jackets won 

game one 6-3 and game two 17-11.
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Entering play Saturday, 
the Yellowjackets had lost 
11 of their last 13 games, 
including six in a row. In 
that time, the offense has 
struggled to find its stride, 
having produced just nine 
runs in those six losses.
 
Saturday afternoon and 
evening, things finally 
came together, and Supe-
rior reaped the benefits, 
winning both ends of 
a road doubleheader at 
Minnesota Morris. The 
Yellowjackets took the 
opener 6-3 before win-
ning the nightcap 17-11.

Game One
The ‘Jackets found them-
selves down 2-0 early, 
cutting the deficit in half 
in the top of the second 
with a Christian Garcia 
(Blue Springs, Mo./Blue 
Springs) solo homerun. 
The Yellowjackets drew 
even in the fourth with 
a two out rally. Mike 
Rodriguez (Chicago, Ill./
Gordon Tech) singled to 
center, driving in Alex 
Aguilar (Simi Valley, 
Calif./Westlake) from 
second. 

The Yellowjackets then 

took the lead in the top of 
the fifth with Ryan Cas-
taneda (San Pedro, Calif./
Junipero Serra) bring-
ing home Brandon Rolf 
(Stillwater, Minn./Still-
water Area) on a sacrifice 
fly. Later in the inning 
Bryce Flanagan (Brainerd, 
Minn./Brainerd) scored 
on a wild pitch, bringing 
the score to 4-2. 

In the sixth, Rolf doubled 
home Rodriguez, bring-
ing the lead up to 5-2. 
Morris would pull that 
run back in the sixth, 
trimming the lead to two 
until the ninth. The ‘Jack-
ets got another run in the 
ninth on a Garcia single.

Ryan Rodriguez (Chaska, 
Minn./Chaska) got the 
start on the mound and 
got the win, improving 
to 3-4 on the year. He 
allowed three runs on 10 
hits over seven innings. 
He walked one and struck 
out four before giving way 
to Matt Tappe (St. An-
thony, Minn./St. Anthony 
Village), who finished 
things off to earn his sec-
ond save of the season. 

Game Two
The Yellowjackets came 

out swinging in game two, 
as Rolf quickly doubled 
and stole third with one 
out in the first. He scored 
on a Morris error, giving 
the ‘Jackets a 1-0 lead to 
start the game. Morris 
quickly took the lead, 
scoring twice in the bot-
tom of the first.

Sam McNosky (Minne-
apolis, Minn./DeLaSalle) 
got a big second inning 
started with a one-out 
single. Rodriguez fol-
lowed with another single 
and Nick Fredrikson 
(Minneapolis, Minn./St. 
Anthony Village) walked 
to load the bases. Rolf 
cleared the bases, strok-
ing a double to right and 
putting the Yellowjackets 
back in front. Flanagan 
drove Rolf in with a triple 
and later scored on a sac 
fly, bringing the lead to 
6-2.

Isaac Fugere (Duluth, 
Minn./Duluth East) 
reached on a wild pitch 
after striking out, and Mc-
Nosky reached after being 
hit by a pitch. Both run-
ners moved up on a wild 
pitch and then scored 
on a Rodriguez double. 
Rodriguez came across to 

score later in the inning, 
bringing the score to 9-2 
in the third.

By the fifth, the lead 
remained seven runs, but 
the score was now 12-5. 
That all changed when 
Nick Zezulka (St. An-
thony, Minn./St. Anthony 
Village) launched a three-
run home run to left, 
making it a 15-5 game.

Morris did not back off, 
eventually trimming the 
score to 15-9. Zezulka 
led off the eighth with a 
single and Rolf reached 
on an error. Flanagan 
drove in Zezulka and Rolf 
scored on a wild pitch, 
bringing the score to 17-
9. Morris loaded the bases 
with one out in the ninth, 
but Tappe came on and 

held the Cougars to just 
one run as he closed the 
game out.

Elliott Danhoff got the 
start and went four in-
nings, allowing five runs 
on four hits to go along 
with seven walks and 
seven strikeouts. Dante 
Bender (Gurney, Wis./
Hurley) came on in relief 
and provided two score-
less innings to earn the 
win, improving to 2-0 on 
the year.
 
Next up for the Yellow-
jackets is a road double-
header with St. Scholas-
tica this afternoon. First 
pitch from Wade Stadium 
in Duluth is set for 1:30 
p.m.

Men’s T&F wins Drake Alternative, women’s team finishes third
Yellowjacket Athletics
The UW-Superior men’s 
and women’s track and 
field teams competed at 
the Drake Alternative 
hosted by Saint Mary’s at 
Ochrymowycz Field on 
Saturday, April 24. The 
men won their event as a 
team, totaling 168 points. 
The women, meanwhile, 
finished in third, totaling 
118 points on the day. 

Men’s Team
Freshmen Earl Foster 
(Forest Lake, Minn./
Spectrum) and Nate Huju 

(Grand Rapids, Minn./
Grand Rapids Senior) 
won the 110-meter and 
400-meter hurdles events, 
respectively. Foster ran 
17.95 in the 110-meter 
hurdles final after qualify-
ing in 17.70. Huju clocked 
1:01.31 to win the 400 
hurdles while senior 
Travis Gee (Minocqua, 
Wis./Lakeland Union) 
was second in the event in 
1:05.82.

The Yellowjackets also 
took the 4x400-meter 
relay as the team of Steven 

Pearson (Superior, Wis./
Superior Senior), Isaiah 
Arntson (Esko, Minn./
Proctor) and Tyler Finger 
(Clintonville, Wis./Clin-
tonville) and Huju ran 
3:40.19 for the victory.

Women’s Team
Senior LeAnn Torgerson 
(Two Harbors, Minn./
Two Harbors) broke 
the school record in the 
400-meter dash at 57.43. 
The previous record of 
57.45 was set by Lindsay 
Tafs in 2005. Torgerson's 
time currently ranks 11th 

in the country.

UWS won four individual 
events, including Torg-
erson in the 200 meters 
in 26.82 and freshmen 
Alexxa DeQuevedo (Sil-
ver Bay, Minn./William 
Kelley) in the 100-meter 
hurdles, Nanako Hara 
(Nishitokyo, Japan/Inter-
national Christian Uni-
versity) in the 5,000 me-
ters and Kasha Hughlett 
(Maple, Wis./North-
western) in the hammer 
throw. DeQuevedo ran 
17.46 to win the hurdles, 

Hara ran 20:01.25 in the 
5,000 and Hughlett threw 
41.43 meters.

DeQuevedo was also sec-
ond in the javelin throw 
with a mark of 28.80 
meters, while Hughlett 
finished fourth in the shot 
put.

The track and field teams 
next compete tomorrow 
afternoon at the Bulldog 
Open at Malosky Stadium 
in Duluth. Action gets 
underway at 1:00 p.m. for 
both the men and women.

VBALL from Page 2
The defensive specialist 
will look to keep her posi-
tion in the rotation as the 
main libero for the next 
two years.

Elise Ertl, a senior out-
side hitter and a captain 
of the team, was the easy 
choice to represent the 
sportsmanship award for 
UWS. Coach Deadrick 
put it best, saying, “She’s a 
four-year participant and 
a true trailblazer, she steps 
up when needed and is 
easy to coach and a very 
hard worker... [She] can 
play multiple positions 
and truly represents what 
sportsmanship is.” 

Ertl will be the only player 
that the ‘Jackets will be 
without next season as 
they look to keep their 
name at the top of the 
conference and compete 
to gain their first UMAC 
championship in volley-
ball.

Men’s tennis sweeps Minnesota Morris; Women lose 6-3
Yellowjacket Athletics

The UW-Superior men’s 
and women’s tennis teams 
were in action against 
Minnesota Morris on 
Sunday, April 25. The 
men’s team swept the 
UMAC foe 9-0, while the 
women won three out of 
their nine matches.

Men’s Team
The Yellowjackets blanked 
the Cougars at Nos. 1, 2, 
3 and 6, to move to 4-1 in 
the UMAC this season. 
Gergo Potz Nagy (Bu-
dapest, Hungary/Veres 
Pálné Secondary Gram-
mar School) shut out Tai-
yo Larson on one while 
Michael Janes (Bismarck, 
N.D./Legacy), Andre Luiz 
de Melo Guedes (Brasilia, 
Brazil/Centro de Ensino 
Médio Paulo Freire) and 
Gavin Mangan (Hender-
son, Nev./Basic Academy) 
did the same to Nick 
Garmen, Paul Decker and 

Cole Peterson, respec-
tively.

With the win, Superior 
moves to 8-4 while Min-
nesota Morris is now 4-6 
overall and 2-4 in the 
UMAC.

Women’s Team
Emily Wald (Antigo, 
Wis./Antigo) and Maya 
Callaway (Duluth, Minn./
Duluth East) teamed to 
beat Kiley Rodermel and 
Kate Obright, 8-4, at No. 
1 doubles, before Cal-
laway dispatched Roder-
mel at No. 1 singles, 6-1, 
6-0. Wald earned her 
program-best 25th career 
singles win with a 6-3, 
6-2, victory over Sam Tate 
at court two.

From there, it was all 
Cougars as they won the 
remaining doubles and 
singles matches. With the 
loss, the Yellowjackets 

drop to 5-7 and 3-2 in the 
UMAC. Morris improves 
to 8-3 overall and 4-2 in 
conference play. 

Callaway was named 
UMAC women’s tennis 
Player of the Week for the 
first time in her career 
on Monday. She finished 

3-0 in both doubles and 
singles matches this week.

The men and women’s 
teams wrap up their 
seasons this afternoon as 
they take on Northwest-
ern at the Yellowjackets 
Outdoor Tennis Complex.

Maya Callaway won both her doubles and singles match on 
Sunday. Callaway took home UMAC Player of the Week.
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