
Page 4 — The Promethean uws-promethean.com — March 31, 2021

SPORTS
Men’s hockey wins WIAC Championship; Four players named All-WIAC
Jeffrey McClure
jmcclur5@uwsuper.edu

The Yellowjacket men’s hockey team following their first WIAC Championship win since 
2011. After being down 2-0 early, the ‘Jackets rallied to win by a score of 3-2.
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The men’s hockey team 
delivered this season 
by attaining the highest 
championship they could 
compete for this season 
— winning the Wisconsin 
Intercollegiate Athletic 
Conference (WIAC). On 
March 12, the Yellowjack-
ets matched up against 
the UW-Stevens Point 
Pointers in the WIAC 
championship and found 
themselves down two 
goals before the end of the 
first period. 

About halfway into the 
game, the ‘Jackets were 
still down two with 
time running out in the 
second period. This is 
when Coltyn Bates took 
the puck and scored his 
fourth goal on the sea-
son with 8:19 remaining 
in the period. On the 
Eye of the Swarm pod-
cast, Coach Rich McK-
enna said this about Bate’s 
mentality going into the 
game, “Bates was one of 
the first guys at the rink 
as he always is… when I 
asked how he was feeling 
he responded ‘just ready 
to go.’ It was just busi-
ness for him as he smiled 
like the result of the 
night was going to make 
him happy.” This busi-
ness mentality that Bates 
had was seen across the 
whole team throughout 
the game, even when the 
‘Jackets found themselves 
down.

This moxie was clear in 
the third period, espe-
cially on the defensive 
end, as the ‘Jackets only 
gave the Pointers four 
shots on goal in the third 
period, with the first one 
coming with about 15 
minutes off the period 
clock. Senior Lawson 
McDonald, who was 
named Superior’s WIAC 
All-Sportsmanship Team 
nominee, shared some 
insight about the team's 
mentality going into the 
final period on Eye of 
the Swarm, “We were in 
the spot we wanted to 
be. It didn’t matter what 
the score was going into 
the third period, for me 
this is my last period, we 
had nothing left to lose, 
we were the underdogs, 
we were down. I think 
in some way that helped 
us.... when we came back 
in the third with every-
thing we had, they weren’t 

ready for that.”

The Pointers were not 
ready. They could barely 
get the puck on their side 
of the rink as the ‘Jack-
ets scored back to back 
goals to take the lead with 
six-and-a-half minutes 
remaining. Junior for-
ward Levi Cudmore was 
involved in both of the 
goals, setting up his team-
mate Chad Lopez to tie 
the game at 2-2. 

On the second goal, 
Lopez took another shot, 
this time missing but 
Cudmore redirected the 
shot and sent it in to score 
the game winner with 
6:36 remaining. The team 
locked down defensively 
the rest of the game to 
win WIAC championship. 

Myles Hektor made his 
fourth start in goal for 
the Yellowjackets and 

improved to 4-0-0 on the 
year, finishing the night 
with 22 saves. The Yel-
lowjackets outshot the 
Pointers 32-24, including 
11-4 in the third period. 
The ‘Jackets finished the 
season at 7-3-0, winning 
their first conference 
championship since 2011. 

The men’s hockey team 
didn’t only play well in 
the WIAC tourney, as 
three players were also 
named to the All-WIAC 
team, tying UW-Stout for 
the most selections by one 
school. The only senior 
from UWS to be named 
to the team was Pavel 
Mikhasenok who led the 
WIAC in assists, averag-
ing one per game. 

Juniors Chad Lopez and 
Artur Terchiyev were 
named to the WIAC first 
team. Terchiyev, a defen-
seman, scored a point 

in all but three of his 10 
games played. Lopez led 
the league in total goals 
with seven throughout 
the season and did so effi-
ciently, shooting 30.4% on 
shots—good enough for 
third in the conference.

Sophomore Dylan John-
son came off his New-
comer of the Year and 
first team WIAC honors a 
season ago to once again 
be honored by the WIAC. 
Being named to the 
honorable mention team 
may look like a step down 
from the outside, but in 
a very strong conference 
Johnson averaged a point 
per game, splitting be-
tween five goals and four 
assists over nine games.

After finishing fourth in 
the regular season, the 
‘Jackets played well when 
it mattered and were able 
to take the WIAC trophy 
back to Superior. McK-
enna is already looking 
forward to what is next. 
“Now we got it, let’s do it 
again next year. Now let's 
finish first place in the 
[regular] season and host 
this thing [WIAC cham-
pionship game],” he said 
on Eye of the Swarm.

Eye of the Swarm is a 
podcast produced by 
Yellowjacket Athletics 
and hosted by Jon Garver 
and Matt Johnson. All 
episodes can be found on 
the Yellowjacket Athletics 
website.

Four named to All-WIAC women’s hockey teams
Yellowjacket Athletics
The UW-Superior wom-
en's hockey team placed 
four players on the 2021 
All-Wisconsin Intercol-
legiate Athletic Confer-
ence teams, the league 
announced Monday.
 
Senior forward Amanda 
Sergent earned first-team 
honors while senior for-
wards Jenna Curtis and 
Amber Heidenreich and 
junior defender Jenna 
Byfuglien earned honor-
able-mention accolades. 
Junior forward Tessa 
Jorde claimed a spot on 
the WIAC Sportsmanship 
Team.

Sergent led the Yellow-
jackets in goals with five 
and tied for second in 
points with seven. She 
was an honorable-men-
tion pick last season.

Curtis scored four goals 
and three assists for seven 
points in 10 games this 
season. All four of her 
goals came against North-
land, scoring in three 
separate games. Curtis 
won 154-of-229 faceoff 
draws, a 67.2% clip. She 
was also n honorable-
mention in 2019.

Heidenreich led the team 

in points and assists, with 
10 and seven, respec-
tively. She was also named 
the WIAC Judy Kruck-
man Co-Scholar-Athlete 
Award winner, sharing 
the honor with UW-Ste-
vens Point’s Cassie New-
comer. 

The award, named after 
WIAC Hall of Famer and 
former assistant commis-
sioner Judy Kruckman, 
is based on academic 
achievements, athletics 
accomplishments and 
involvement in other 
campus activities, organi-
zations and community 
service projects. Heiden-
reich is the 12th winner 
in school history and 24th 
to earn a WIAC Scholar-
Athlete award and first 
since 2014-15.

Byfuglien scored two 
goals and added an assist 
while skating in all 10 
games on the blue line. 
Both of her goals came in 
the WIAC tournament. 
She was a member of the 
All-WIAC first-team last 
season.

UWS finished their sea-
son at 4-6-0, advancing 
to the WIAC semifinals 
before being defeted by 
UW-Eau Claire.  

‘Jackets bats 
quiet in 5-2 loss
Yellowjacket Athletics

Brandon Rolf finished 2-4 against St. Scholastica. With 
his fifth multi-hit game of the year, he extended his hitting 

streak to 10 games.
Photo by Holden Law

St. Scholastica right-
hander Dallas Miller 
pitched 7.1 innings of 
two-hit ball to help the 
Saints to a 5-2 win over 
the UW-Superior baseball 
team in non-conference 
play at Wade Stadium on 
Monday, March 29. Miller 
kept the Yellowjackets 
off balance all day, strik-
ing out 12 while carry-
ing a no-hitter two outs 
into the fifth inning. He 
struck out the side in the 
first and fourth innings, 
walked two and hit two 
batters.

The Saints got all the of-
fense they needed in the 
bottom of the first in-
ning off of UWS starter 
Elliot Danhoff, taking a 
3-0 lead after loading the 
bases and working a walk, 
fielder’s choice, and sac 
fly. St. Scholastica added 
another run in the bottom 
of the third after an Alex 
Haapajoki double. 

Isaac Fugere broke up the 
no-hit bid with a single 
to right in the fifth, but 
Isaac Grothe struck out 
on three pitches to end 
the inning. UWS fanned 
13 times in the contest. 
The 'Jackets finally got to 

Miller, knocking him out 
of the game in the eighth. 
Grothe started the inning 
with a five-pitch walk, 
but was erased on a Ben 
Rhodes fielder's choice. 
Brandon Rolf singled to 
center, putting runners on 
first and second with one 
out. Bryce Flanagan flied 
out to center in the next 
at bat, moving the run-
ners up. With Nick Shea 
on as a pinch hitter, Jerry 
Gooley uncorked a wild 
pitch to bring Rhodes in 
and make it 4-1. Shea, 
though, ended the frame 
with a bouncer to first 
base.

The Saints got the run 
back in their half of the 
inning off of Kaleb Beane, 

who relieved Brenden 
Kruger, on a one-out 
fielder's choice by Mitch-
ell Novak.

Superior started a one-
out rally in the ninth as 
Sam McNosky singled 
to center field off of Matt 
Tautges and Nick Zezulka 
reached on an error at 
second base. McNosky 
eventually scored, but 
Tautges induced Rhodes 
to hit a fly to right field to 
end the game.
 
UWS is back in action at 
St. Olaf in a doubleheader 
at Mark Almli Field in 
Northfield, Minn., on 
Saturday. First pitch is set 
for 1 p.m.


