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CAMPUS & COMMUNITY
Study Away Program offers opportunities, valuable skills to students
Kerrigan Vig
kvig@uwsuper.edu

A mural in the hallway near the Study Away Office high-
lighting UW-Superior’s connectedness to the world. The 

Study Away Office is located in Swenson 3095. 
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Willingness to take risks 
and understand how 
to work with people of 
different cultural back-
grounds are invaluable 
skills to an employer. One 
of the easiest ways to con-
vey these skills is to par-
ticipate in a study abroad 
program. “International 
experience is one of the 
most attractive things to 
an employer,” said Anya 
Russom, Study Away Co-
ordinator at UWS.

With COVID-19 vaccines 
being distributed across 
the United States, there 
is hope that life will soon 
get back to normal. This 
newfound hope is caus-
ing more students to start 
looking into study away 
options. 

While study away pro-

grams provide many 
benefits, the Office of 
International Programs 
is keeping safety top of 
mind. The office contin-
ues to follow both CDC 
and state department 
travel warnings. These 
warnings allow the office 
to determine how quickly 
they will be able to make 
travel arrangements home 
for students, and a stu-
dent's ability to get timely 
medical care. 

If students still want to 
experience a new loca-
tion, meet new people, 
and expand their under-
standing of themselves 
and the world, but do not 
feel comfortable leaving 
the country at this time, 
the National Student 
Exchange is an alterna-
tive  option for interested 
students. 

The National Student Ex-
change is a program that 
allows UWS students to 
pay UWS tuition to attend 
190 schools in the US 
and Canada. Some of the 
locations students have 
gone to include Hawaii, 
Florida, and Alaska. 

A good fit for any study 
away program is the 
student that wants to go. 
Students might think that 
they cannot go because 
they need accommoda-
tions, they don’t have 
the financial means, 
or it won’t fit into their 
academic plan. Russom 
highly encourages any 
student interested in 
traveling to make an ap-
pointment with the study 
away office to discuss how 
they can accommodate 
students' needs to make it 
a reality.

For students that want to 
wait a year to see how the 
pandemic goes, that’s also 
ok. Russom recommends 
that students plan for at 
least a year for any of the 
study away programs. 
This time allows students 
to prep financially, men-
tally, and emotionally. 

If you are looking for 

more information, you 
can visit Russom in the 
Study Away Office in Sw-
enson 3095. Study away 
questions can be directed 
to studyaway@uwsuper.
edu. The Office of In-
ternational Programs is 
located in Old Main 337 
and can be reached with 
questions at iss@uwsuper.
edu. 

Yellowjacket volleyball season wrap-up
Jeff McClure
jmcclur5@uwsuper.edu
In a shortened volleyball 
season that only led to 10 
games being played, the 
Yellowjackets put forth 
a solid season. The team 
started off to a blazing 
hot 5-0 start, and finished 
their season with a record 
of 8-2 and third place 
overall in the Upper Mid-
west Athletic Conference 
(UMAC). 

Unfortunately, the sea-
son ended prematurely 
as UW-Superior had to 
withdraw from the tour-
nament and forfeited a 
loss to the St. Scholastica 
Saints due to COVID-19 
protocol. 

Even though they were 
unable to play in the 
tournament, head coach 
Lynne Deadrick was very 
optimistic when looking 
back on the season, con-
tinually nailing the screw 
down by saying “We were 
grateful for all the op-
portunities we were given 
because they could’ve just 
cancelled the season.” This 
shows how difficult the 
season was but overall, 
the team found a way to 
play well and play togeth-
er for a great season

Three players from the 
Yellowjackets were named 
to an All-UMAC team. 
Senior setter Megan Holz 
was named to the second 
team. Holz led the confer-
ence in aces throughout 
the shortened season with 
28, including a conference 
high of 8 in one match on 
March 27 against North 
Central. Holz accumu-
lated 340 assists, good 
enough for third overall 
in the conference. 

Coach Deadrick had a lot 
of praise for the senior, 
saying she’s a “multi-di-
mensional player coming 
into her own as she plans 

to exercise the option to 
give herself another year 
of eligibility.” As Holz 
looks to come back for 
one more final season, 
she will be a captain once 
again looking to help 
Superior break out of the 
conference.

A major offensive boost 
for the Yellowjackets came 
all the way from North 
Carolina, as Alexie Pryd 
transferred to Superior 
after one year at Wing-
ate University and gained 
second team honors 
in her first year in the 
UMAC. As a sophomore, 
Pryd played an important 
role as one of the main 
hitters for the Jack-
ets, only failing to post 
double-digit kills in two 
games. She totaled 132 
kills over the season, good 
for second in the UMAC. 
Combined with her abil-
ity to stack up digs, Pryd 
posted double-doubles in 
6 out of 10 matches. 

Pryd earned back-to-back 
offensive UMAC player 
of the week as she helped 
the Yellowjackets get off 
to their hot start.  “[She] 
came out as a go-to player 
for us with a lot of skills 
we are looking to devel-
op,” said Coach Deadrick 
about the sophomore.

“A player who was great 
at being in the right 
place at the right time 
and defensively kept us 
in games,” said Deadrick 
about Hailey Atwood, 
the sophomore defensive 
specialist that stepped up 
into the libero position 
this season. 

The honorable mention 
selection was eighth in 
the conference in overall 
digs and posted a 97.3 
reception percentage of 
serves this year.

See VBALL Page 4

CAMPAIGN from Page 1
“We understand the 
challenges and adjust-
ments students have made 
during the past year to 
continue with their stud-
ies, and we are so proud 
of how our Yellowjackets 
have persevered through 
it all,” Thompson says. 
“We are looking forward 
to making big strides on 
our campaign and sup-
porting our student expe-
rience with a successful 
Superior Day of Giving.”

A generous alumnus, 
Steve Bergquist ‘72, and 
his wife Annie Bergquist, 
have contributed a gift of 
$25,000 to allow for all 
Superior Fund gifts to be 
matched dollar-for-dollar 
during the Superior Day 
of Giving. The Superior 
Fund is a Superior Day of 
Giving priority, as it pro-
vides the Foundation with 
the financial resources to 
increase scholarship and 
programming support for 
students. 

The Foundation also 
has a number of other 
challenges as part of the 
Superior Day of Giving, 
which include support 
for UW-Superior Athlet-
ics, Campus Recreation, 
UW-Superior Music, 

Human Behavior, Justice 
and Diversity (HBJD), the 
Gender Equity Resource 
Center, and the Superior 
Floating Classroom. All of 
these challenges will help 
create incredible opportu-
nities for students.

The Superior Day of Giv-
ing is just one example 
of how the Foundation is 
committed to supporting 
students, and there are 
several ways you can help 
with this important work:

Follow www.facebook.
com/superioralumni to 
see exciting Superior 
Day of Giving updates. 
Like and share posts to 
help promote the Day of 
Giving. Who can resist 
sharing these Star Wars-
inspired posts? You can 

also join the force by 
talking about Superior 
Day of Giving with family 
and friends, and encour-
age them, as they are able, 
to make a contribution 
at www.uwsuper.edu/
SDOG. Don’t forget to 
visit www.uwsuper.edu/
SDOG to learn more 
about the Superior Day of 
Giving.

Learn more about the 
ways the Foundation is 
impacting your student 
experience at www.uwsu-
per.edu/together. Students 
are always welcome to 
come by the Foundation 
Office in Old Main 237 
to learn more. And don’t 
forget to help awaken the 
power this May the 4th!

WIAA from Page 1
“My experience as a 
three-sport athlete in 
high school and at UW-
Superior helped me to 
fully understand and 
appreciate the connec-
tion that a student makes 
with their school by being 
involved in extra-cur-
ricular activities. To this 
day, it is something which 
motivates me to strive to 
increase student partici-
pation in all schools,” said 
Hauser. 

‘Humble and hungry,’ a 
phrase Hauser said she 
borrowed from Stevens 
Point basketball coach 

Scott Anderson, is an ac-
curate description of her 
reaction upon hearing she 
would become the new 
executive director.

“My experiences have 

prepared me for this, and 
I literally can’t wait to 
get started. I’m excited 
for what lies ahead,” said 
Hauser.

Stephanie Hauser graduated from UWS in 1991 with a 
degree in secondary chemistry education. Now, she has been 

named the executive director of the WIAA.
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