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Awakening the power for 
YOU this May the 4th!
Julie Smith
jsmit147@uwsuper.edu
Editor’s Note: This 
story was written by the 
UW-Superior Founda-
tion office as part of 
the “Together We Are 
Superior” ad campaign. 
Julie Smith is the Foun-
dation’s Annual Giving 
Officer.

In a galaxy not far, far 
away…in Superior, WI, 
actually, UW-Superior 
alumni, faculty and staff, 
and community mem-
bers are awakening the 
power this May the 4th 
by donating to the UW-
Superior Foundation to 
support scholarships and 
programming – all to 
make your experience out 
of this world. 

The 24-hour online Supe-
rior Day of Giving is the 
Foundation’s largest fun-
draising event of the year. 
Last year, amidst a global 
pandemic, UW-Superior’s 
generous community 
of alumni and friends 
contributed over $90,000 
to support scholarships, 
research opportunities, 
athletics programming, 
well-equipped facilities, 
student organizations, 
and more. 

“During this year’s sev-
enth Annual Superior 
Day of Giving, which 
happens to fall on May 
the 4th, we hope the spirit 
of giving will be strong 
with our community, as 
they join forces to support 
our incredible students,” 
says Jeanne Thompson, 
Executive Director of 
the UW-Superior Foun-
dation. “All gifts made 
during the Superior Day 
of Giving will support our 
$20 million ‘Together We 
Are Superior’ campaign, 
which benefits every 
component of the student 
experience.”

Each year, the Foundation 
awards over $900,000 in 
scholarships to students 
as well as financially 
supports undergraduate 
research programs like 
SURF and UW-Superior’s 
academic programs. 
Alumni, community 
partners, businesses and 
foundations, parents, and 
many others contribute to 
the Foundation each year, 
and during last year’s Su-
perior Day of Giving, over 
300 donors supported 
students with donations.
See CAMPAIGN Page 2

UW-Superior alumna Hauser to lead WIAA; Begins July 31
Jimmie Kaska
jkaska@uwsuper.edu
A UW-Superior alumna 
will lead the Wisconsin 
Interscholastic Athletic 
Association (WIAA) be-
ginning this summer.

Stephanie Hauser, a 1991 
graduate of UW-Superior, 
was selected as the next 
executive director of the 
WIAA on April 16 by the 
WIAA’s Board of Control.

“I’m honored and hum-
bled to be in this posi-
tion,” said Hauser.

Hauser, who has served 
as the assistant director of 
the WIAA since 2015, will 
officially assume the new 
role on July 31. Hauser 
will take the place of Dave 
Anderson, who is retiring 
after 12 years as executive 
director.

In addition to being only 
the sixth executive direc-
tor in the 125-year history 

of the WIAA, Hauser will 
become the first female in 
the role.

WIAA Board of Control 
President Eric Russell 
said that he’s proud to 
have Hauser represent the 
WIAA.

“Stephanie brings great 
experience, plans, and ex-
citement to the position,” 
said Russell.

In addition to her profes-
sional experience, serving 
in various leadership roles 
with the WIAA, Wiscon-
sin Athletic Directors 
Association, and sports 
advisory committees, 
Hauser said her experi-
ence as a student-athlete 
at UW-Superior helped 
prepare her for the role.

“I’ve loved every step of 
my journey,” said Hauser.

Hauser’s journey began at 

UW-Madison. Entering 
her fifth semester, Hauser 
knew she wanted to do 
something with chemistry 
and sciences, and de-
cided she wanted to teach. 
However, her experience 
entering the School of 
Education wasn’t quite 
what she expected.

“My first education class 
at Madison had 250 to 
300 students in it. I said to 
myself, I don’t know that 
it feels like what I’m look-
ing for. I wanted some-
thing a little more person-
alized,” said Hauser.

It was perfect timing, said 
Hauser, when she went 
with her younger brother 
on a recruiting trip to the 
University of Minnesota 
Duluth. 

On the way back, they 
stopped at UW-Superior, 
where Hauser met with 
the school’s athletic direc-

tor, as well as some of the 
coaches. Hauser knew she 
was where she belonged.

“Before I left town, I was 
transferring to Superior,” 
said Hauser.

Hauser played three var-
sity sports during her two 
years at UW-Superior: 
volleyball, basketball, and 
softball. She graduated 
with a degree in second-
ary chemistry education 
in 1991.

Those experiences, said 
Hauser, are valuable 
perspectives for the work 
she is doing now with the 
WIAA.

“Those perspectives have 
really helped me to have 
a valid appreciation for 
where people come from,” 
said Hauser.

See WIAA Page 2

UW-Superior held their first ever virtual commencement in 
the fall, honoring those who earned degrees in the 2019-20 

school year. This semester’s commencement takes place 
May 15, beginning at noon.
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University plans to host 
virtual commencement
Michael Michelizzi
mmichel1@uwsuper.edu

The University of Wis-
consin-Superior will be 
hosting their second-ever 
virtual commencement 
ceremony on May 15, 
beginning at 12:00 p.m. 
The ceremony, which will 
honor spring and sum-
mer 2021 graduates, was 
originally scheduled to 
be in-person but will be 
held virtually due to CO-
VID-19.

In a statement to the cam-
pus community before the 
December 2020 virtual 
commencement, Chan-
cellor Renée Wachter 
said, “Graduation is such 
a significant milestone 
and accomplishment, 
especially with all of the 
unique challenges that 
2020 has brought!”

The ceremony will not 
be livestreamed, rather, 
it will be a webpage of 
videos and personalized 
slides for each student. 
For up to one year, stu-
dents and their families 
will be able to view and 
share the graduation 
slides on their own time.

However, the university 
has planned a number 
of activities in the weeks 
leading up to gradua-
tion in order to celebrate 
the accomplishments of 

students. Some of these 
events have already 
started.

Students have been able 
to pick up their honor 
cords and grad bags from 
the registrar’s office in Old 
Main 139 since April 19. 
This service will continue 
to be available until May 
13. If a student is unable 
to pick up their grad bag, 
they will be mailed one 
alongside their diploma 
over the summer.

Beginning April 30, vari-
ous departments across 
campus will have their 
senior capstone presenta-
tions. These presentations 
represent a culmination 
of work that the senior 
student has spent their 
entire semester research-
ing, designing, creating, 
and now presenting. Cap-
stone presentations will 
continue until the end of 
the semester on May 13. 
More information can 
be found in the student 
digest.

On May 11, a senior send-
off BBQ will be held from 
11:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. 
The event will take place 
outside on the YU Plaza 
and all campus communi-
ty members are welcome 
to partake.

Finally, over the course 

of May 14 and May 15, 
students may register in 
advance for a Grad Walk. 
This special ceremony al-
lows students to celebrate 
their accomplishment by 
walking across the stage 
and having the opportu-
nity to have a grad photo 
taken. Timeslots for this 
event are available be-
tween 9:00 a.m. and 12:00 
p.m. 

Social distancing proto-
cols will be maintained 
during this event. Stu-
dents and their guests will 
not be seated, and they 
will be asked to depart the 
area once the student has 
walked the stage and had 
their photo taken.

At 12:00 p.m. on May 15, 
students and their fami-
lies will be able to access 
the pre-recorded gradu-
ation ceremony at www.
uwsuper.edu/grad2021. 

The University has also 

put together a 2021 vir-
tual graduation toolkit 
for this year’s seniors. The 
toolkit includes a number 
of assets and resources for 
students to use to share 
their accomplishments 
including Facebook cover 
photos, bookstore gifts, 
and a Kudoboard where 
family and friends can 
send messages and con-
gratulations to the gradu-
ating class.

Like the fall virtual com-
mencement, which hon-
ored nearly 800 students 
from four different gradu-
ating classes, the spring 
event was originally 
planned to be in-person. 
The University hopes that 
the commencement hon-
oring 2021-22 graduates 
next spring will return to 
an in-person format. The 
University also seeks a 
return to at least 85% of 
classes in person begin-
ning fall 2021.


