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SPORTS
UWS cancels athletic activities for the remainder of fall semester
Jeffrey McClure
jmcclur5@uwsuper.edu

While the COVID-19 
pandemic continues to 
spike, especially in our 
home state of Wiscon-
sin, the University of 
Wisconsin-Superior has 
been forced to make 
many alternations to 
provide the best, and saf-
est, experience possible 
for students. One of these 
alterations has been the 
recent announcement of 
the cancellation of athletic 
activities for the remain-
der of the fall semester.

The final decision came 
down on Tuesday, Nov. 10 
when Chancellor Reneé 
Wachter updated the 
campus on changes being 
made due to the pandem-
ic. Included in this update 
was the suspension of all 
athletic activities, along 
with the movement of all 
in-person events to a vir-
tual format. The decision 
came just a few days after 
Superior High School’s 
decision to move online 
indefinitely.

The athletic teams at 
UW-Superior have had 
an abnormal fall sea-
son. Despite a lack of 
outside competition, 
the teams found ways to 
keep student-athletes in 
competition. The motiva-
tion that stemmed from 
the attempt to give our 
athletes an opportunity to 
compete, practice, and be 
together led to the cre-
ation of a “Super Series” 
that many of the teams 
participated in.

As part of this Super 

Series, the various teams 
played intrasquad games. 
To this point, these games 
were the only slice of 
athletics that we have 
been able to capture. With 
both the Upper Midwest 
Athletic Conference 
(UMAC) and the Wiscon-
sin Intercollegiate Athletic 
Conference (WIAC), the 
two athletic conferences 
that UWS is a member of, 
announcing a suspension 
of their fall seasons over 
the summer, the intra-
squad games have served 
as a worthy substitute.

The coming together of 
the players and coaches 
gave an alternative that 
allowed students to feel 
a sense of competition 

throughout the limita-
tion filled season. Head 
Volleyball Coach Lynne 
Deadrick praised the 
intrasquad games, saying, 
“The intensity level is still 
there. It also helps that 
the games are set up just 
as they were before.” If the 
pandemic progresses at its 
current rate, we may see 
a reconfiguration of the 
winter and spring seasons 
as well. If this happens, 
we may see more of these 
instrasquad games, as 
both the coaches and the 
players had a positive out-
look on the activity.

The current cancellation 
is putting a halt on all 
athletic activities, includ-
ing the aforementioned 

intramural games. Athlet-
ic Director Nick Bursik is 
hopeful that winter sports 
will be able to participate 
after the holiday break. 
Looking ahead, Bursik 
pointed out that the pause 
“Does not impact any of 
our team’s schedules as we 
were not slated to com-
pete until January when 
the conference seasons 
start.”

The cancelation does not 
affect the teams much 
outside of the few winter 
sports that were gearing 
up to participate in their 
own intrasquad games. 
This includes the men’s 
basketball team, who was 
planning to start their 
own version of the Super 

Series on Nov. 13. The 
game never happened as 
the decision to suspend 
activities was announced 
just a few days before.

Uncertainty has been a 
major factor of the coro-
navirus pandemic, and as 
our campus community 
looks forward to having 
the opportunity of winter 
and spring sports, it must 
be remembered that safe-
ty and health are at the 
forefront of concern. UW-
Superior has committed 
to putting the health and 
safety of their students 
and the community first. 
These factors will contin-
ue to have an effect on all 
activities, including social 
sporting events.

While it’s okay to have 
some cautious optimism 
that a season may happen, 
COVID-19 rates continue 
to soar and the final prod-
uct we receive may not be 
close to what is regularly 
anticipated. As Tennis 
Coach CeeJay Scaffner 
put it, “With every push-
back, we never really 
knew what the next step 
was because no one had 
ever been in a situation as 
problematic as COVID.” 

We may not get an answer 
until the day it is sup-
posed to happen, but if we 
continue to work together 
as the coaches and players 
did throughout the fall 
season, we should remain 
opportunistic. While it 
is not guaranteed, there 
might just be some level 
of participation this win-
ter and spring.  

Freshman J’vaun Walker takes a shot during men’s basketball practice on Oct. 24. The 
men’s basketball season, which was scheduled to begin with an intrasquad series on Nov. 13, 

is currently on hiatus due to a rise in COVID-19 cases.
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The University of Wiscon-
sin-Superior Cheer and 
Dance Team is making it 
through the struggles that 
come along with CO-
VID-19. 

In an interview, two 
members of Cheer and 
Dance reveal how the 
team has handled changes 
since the coronavirus 
pandemic began. The 
team may not be per-
forming at any games this 
semester, but that hasn’t 
broken their spirit. Masks, 
Zoom meetings, and 
patience are all contribut-
ing factors to make sure 
Cheer and Dance survive. 

Cheer and Dance learned 
over the summer that 
they would not be able to 
perform at any events in 
the fall of 2020. The team 
went from more than 10 
members down to 5. CO-
VID-19 regulations were 
put into place regarding 
practice. But, none of this 

Cheer and Dance 
Team adjusts to 
life in pandemic
Emily Rein
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discouraged the deter-
mined team. 

“Social distancing and 
face masks are now re-
quired during practice,” 
Cheer and Dance Student 
Coach Payton Dutcher 
said. “We’re more lenient 
with people missing 
practice and we also have 
a temperature gun that 
we use before practice,” 
added Cheer and Dance 
Team Captain Nell Barri. 

Barri also shared her 
biggest frustrations and 
offered some insight into 
the future. “Stunting is 
a huge bonding activity, 
which is a bummer that 
we can no longer do it. 
We’re missing out on a lot 
of team bonding because 
trust is no longer as im-
portant,” she said. 

Barri has been in manda-
tory isolation due to close 
contact with a COVID-19 
positive individual, but 
she continued to meet for 
practice via Zoom. She 
isn’t the only one who has 
had to do this. The team 
is working hard to keep 
everyone connected. 

“I’m excited for the future 
of Cheer and Dance. 
We’re using this time for 
extra practice to make our 
cheers great. When we 
can go back to normal, it 
might take a while to get 
more members again, but 
I’m optimistic,” Barri said. 

Dutcher added on, saying, 
“I see the club continuing 
in the future and hopeful-
ly being able to perform 
at games again.”

The UWS Cheer and Dance Team has remained active de-
spite COVID-19. Under normal circumstances, the team 

can be found cheering on Yellowjacket Athletics.
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For one UW-Superior 
student, the college ex-
perience has taken him 
from Bemidji, Minn., to 
Superior, and potentially 
to UW-Stout to live his 
dream of playing college 
football.

Iyzaya Gill, a junior 
marketing major, is at 
his third different school. 
Gill, who previously spent 
time studying at Bemi-
dji State University and 
Anoka-Ramsey Commu-
nity College, transferred 
to UWS in the spring of 
2020 to continue his aca-
demic career. “I loved my 
time at Bemidji, but you 
know when something 
just doesn’t feel quite 
right? That’s how I felt. I 
wanted to move closer to 
home,” said Gill.

The oldest of four chil-
dren, Gill loves noth-
ing more than watching 
sports with his siblings, 
one of whom just recently 
started their collegiate 
career at the University of 
Minnesota.

Love of sport leads to journey for Gill
Scott Wilson
swilso27@uwsuper.edu

Gill’s love for sport, in 
particular football, could 
see him adding another 
school to his collegiate 
resumé. 

A varsity player at Du-
luth East High School, 
Gill is looking to get the 
chance to play football at 
the college level before 
closing the book on his 
football career. “I thought 
I was done with football. 
I was content with what 
I achieved at East and 
believed it was the right 
time to leave the game be-
hind, but with everything 
going on in the world 
right now I want to make 
the most of the chances 
I’ve been given…I don’t 
want to leave this book 
with the last few pages left 
blank.”

Gill has been eyeing UW-
Stout as a potential desti-
nation to finish his school 
career and resurrect his 
days on the gridiron. Gill 
plans to visit in Novem-
ber with the hope of being 
able to play spring ball 
before his senior year. 


