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Student Involvement works to navigate the COVID-19 pandemic
Jake Zimmer
jzimme11@uwsuper.edu

In light of the COVID-19 
pandemic, Student In-
volvement at the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin-Supe-
rior has been working 
to overcome and adapt 
to the erratic virus that’s 
been limiting the ability 
of student organizations 
to meet this semester. 
Whether it be through 
Zoom meetings or in-
person social distancing, 
UWS is taking the neces-
sary precautions to ensure 
that students still have 
the opportunity to meet, 
while also staying safe. 

“COVID-19 has definitely 
presented our depart-

ment with challenges in 
student programming, 
but it has also opened up 
some new opportunities. 
Student Involvement and 
the Yellowjacket Activities 
Crew (YAC) are primarily 
hosting virtual programs 
for students,” said Allison 
Garver, the assistant di-
rector of Student Involve-
ment.  Garver pointed out 
that with a large number 
of students choosing to 
do distant learning this 
semester, going virtual 
was the best way to get 
all students involved, 
whether they’re located 
on campus or not. 

When looking at the 
number of students join-

ing organizations at UWS, 
Garver said, “I have seen 
similar attendance trends 
with high engagement in 
early to mid-September 
then slowly declining as 
mid-terms begin. Com-
paring total attendance 
numbers at YAC and 
Student Involvement 
programs from this fall’s 
virtual programming to 
the in-person program-
ming of past years, atten-
dance is down.” Garver 
indicated that although 
student numbers are 
down, the smaller group 
sizes do offer more of an 
opportunity for students 
to get to know each other. 

For students living in 

the dorms this semester, 
joining these organiza-
tions could be a great 
opportunity to at least 
get a taste of the college 
experience. For students 
like Kylie McGuire, the 
dorms aren’t as great as 
they used to be. “Not 
being able to have any-
one that doesn’t live on 
campus in the dorms and 
only being able to have 
two people in a room at 
a time are a couple of the 
toughest parts [of living 
in the dorms this semes-
ter],” said McGuire. Here, 
student organizations can 
be a great opportunity, 
especially this semester, 
as they allow students to 
connect with each other 

from inside their rooms. 

For more information on 
joining organizations, as 
well as different events 
and programs taking 
place throughout the 
semester, please check out 
the Student Involvement 
webpage on the UWS 
website, located at www.
uwsuper.edu/involve-
ment. 

Similarly, students can 
head to ‘Jacket Hub at 
www.uwsuper.presence.io 
to see a list of all recog-
nized student organiza-
tions, request more infor-
mation, and contact each 
organization directly. 

UW-Superior launches Jackets Vote to increase voter engagement
Michael Michelizzi
mmichel1@uwsuper.edu

has been the coalition we 
have created. I believe we 
have been able to con-
nect with every enrolled 
student in some way.”

Vladusic thought simi-
larly, saying, “Our main 
focus is to give students 
the necessary tools to un-
derstand how to vote and 
successfully cast their bal-
lots, while [also] promot-
ing a civically engaged 
life.”

The group has partnered 
with Chancellor Reneé 
Wachter’s office to send 
out strategic and timely 
emails to all students. 
The University’s market-
ing and communications 
team also helped to create 
the Jackets Vote logo 
and further promote the 
group on the University’s 
social media pages.

Due to COVID, Heiden-
reich said that turnout 
to events was expected 
to be, and has been, low. 
However, because of this 
expectation, Jackets Vote 
was able to focus their 
efforts on creating easily 
accessible information 
for all students. “We have 
partnered with the insti-
tution’s web designer to 
create a webpage directly 
connected to the UWS 
main page. We also 
partnered with the Can-
vas administrator…to 
create a Canvas course.”  
Heidenreich believes that 
these efforts have helped 

students have access to 
the information that they 
need whenever it is most 
convenient for them.

One of the ways in which 
Jackets Vote tried to reach 
out to students was by 
handing out masks while 
registering students to 
vote. Starting on National 
Voter Registration Day 
in late September and 
going until the Minnesota 
online voter registration 
deadline of Oct. 13, Jack-
ets Vote tabled in various 
locations around campus, 
handing out face masks 
to students who visited 
the table and registered to 
vote.

Additionally, the team 
with Jackets Vote created 
the Jackets Vote Chal-
lenge for students, engag-
ing students with points 
and prizes for taking 
part in various election 
day activities. Challenges 
range from something 
like following the social 

media channels of Jackets 
Vote and the Link Center 
to attending presidential 
debate watch parties and 
turning out to vote on 
Nov. 3.
  
While Jackets Vote won’t 
have exact voter statistics 
until after the Nov. 3 elec-
tion, they do know that 
about 100 students have 
used TurboVote through 
the Jackets Vote webpage. 
Of these 100 students, 
two-thirds have requested 
further registration as-
sistance. Heidenreich also 
notes that around 1,000 
students are enrolled in 
the Canvas course, nearly 
half of the UW-Superior 
student population. “I 
have high hopes that our 
work has helped students 
get registered, but we 
won’t know until our data 
comes back.”

Voting does not come 
without its challenges, 
however. One of the 
unique challenges UW-
Superior faces is its geo-
graphical location on the 
border of Minnesota and 
Wisconsin. Each state has 
developed their own vot-
ing laws, which can lead 
to difficulty in finding 
accurate information for 
some students. “Trying to 
create just one message 
was hard because there 
are so many different 
circumstances and op-
tions to vote. We did not 
want to come across as us 
pushing or forcing stu-
dents to vote in a specific 
way, so we did our best to 
create ‘what if…’ scenari-
os in our communication 

Amber Heidenreich and Augusto Vladusic table outside of the Yellowjacket Union on Sept. 
22. In an effort to promote public health and engage voters, Jackets Vote gave out free 

masks to students who signed up to register to vote.
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New to the University of 
Wisconsin-Superior this 
year is a voter engage-
ment group known as 
Jackets Vote. Funded by 
a grant given to the UWS 
Link Center by the Men-
ard Center for the Study 
of Institutions and Inno-
vations, Jackets Vote was 
inspired by the Univer-
sity’s Civic Action Plan 
that was created in 2018. 
This action plan identified 
increased voter engage-
ment as a long-term goal.

Due to COVID-19, Am-
ber Heidenreich and Au-
gusto Vladusic have been 
working virtually as in-
terns on the project since 
July. Also on the team are 
Campus Compact CEEP 
Fellows Gavin Sordelet 
and Zoe Tietz, along with 
Link Center supervisors 
Katelyn Baumann and 
Jenice Meyer.

Heidenreich described the 
organization’s biggest goal 
as being able to reach all 
students, supporting them 
in registration education, 
and voting efforts. “Our 
biggest accomplishment 

President Donald Trump (R) speaks at a rally in 
Duluth, Minnesota on Wednesday, Sept. 30. President 
Trump was diagnosed with COVID-19 two days later. 
On Tuesday, Nov. 3, President Trump seeks relection 
in a bid against former Vice President Joe Biden (D).
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