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From The Promethean, Nov. 19, 1993; Archivist’s Note: The AIDS crisis 
probably spilled more ink than any other health matter featured here.

Text From the Peptomist, 
Feb. 22, 1974/ Photo Feb. 8, 1973 

UW-Superior’s athletic department 
often bore the brunt of annual sick-

ness seasons. In 1974, ‘Jackets hockey 
was described as “plagued.”

From the Gitche 
Gumee, 1919

For those recording the 
events of the past year, 
the Spanish Flu Epi-

demic of 1918 was a blip 
relative to the Great War 
and all the “boys” who 
walked the grounds of 
the Normal School for 

the first time.

From the Gitche 
Gumee, 1919

Yearbook staff coyly joked, 
“Evidently the faculty don’t 
like us, because they give 

us so many vacations.” The 
epidemic was a very real thing 

though. Almost every club’s 
annual accounting of events 

mentioned the inconvenient 
“Flu Vacations” of Oct. 11-
Nov. 18 and an early release 
on Dec. 11. Douglas County 

in particular suffered 151 
deaths from the flu.

From the Promethean Nov. 20, 
1992 and Nov. 18, 1994

In the early ‘90s, the university recieved 
several speakers who lived with the 

AIDS virus like married couple Gary 
and Addie Herbert (above) and Allen 
Parker (right). 

Parker appeared 
two years in a 
row and in his 

second appear-
ance had been 

blinded by 
complications 
related to the 
disease. He 

told students, 
“God hasn’t 
brought me 
this far to 

dump me on 
the side of 
the road.”

From the Promethean, 
Mar. 27, 1992

Sexually transmitted diseases are a 
very real issue in colleges albeit the 
subject wasn’t broached in the pa-

per until the ‘70s and it was only 
in the late ‘80s that Promethean 

reporters took to regularly 
writing public service pieces to 

encourage people to be aware and seek 
assistance. In the early 1990s, reporters investi-

gated what turned out to be expired condoms imported 
from Malaysia in University dispensers prompting the school 

to rectify the matter.

From the Promethean, 
Mar. 29, 1963 and 

Nov. 8 1957
In 1963 (above left) stu-
dents were wondering if 
the infamous Asian Flu 
(H2N2) was making a 

comeback on campus. Nurse Leila Wiley 
assurred that things had been much worse 
back in 1957 when an “epidemic” propor-
tion of over 10% of students were absent 

due to illness. As it turns out (above right) 
the paper had taken note at the time.

From the Promethean, 
Oct. 4, 2006

In 2005 and 2006, the university and Doug-
las County rehearsed pandemic related 

emergency actions in the Marcovich Well-
ness Center. “We’ve got all this space... we 
can make into a makeshift morgue...” ob-

served Ray Reinertsen.

Archivist’s Note:  In these days, where our lives and society itself stand riven by the pandemic 
known as COVID-19, it only seems fitting to investigate the University’s previous brushes with 

bacterial and viral phenomenon over the previous hundred years.

An endemic glAnce 
of epidemic edition

From the Promethean, 
Oct. 8, 1993 

Even in the ‘90s one third of the cross 
team was laid low by the flu, Coach 

Ray Reinertsen noted they were up to 
the challenge though.


