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Michael Michelizzi is in his fourth, and final, year 
with the Promethean. Michael has been editor-in-
chief for three years, taking over the operations of the 
paper in fall 2018. Michael had this to say about his 
mask, “I’ve gathered probably two dozen masks over 
the last six months. This one is definitely my favorite, 
however, as I got it on my honeymoon in Montana 
this past August.”

The instructor behind one of these masks is the Pro-
methean adviser Tom Hansen. Depending on the class 
and theme of the day, Tom will change things-up, but 
the Minnesota Twins mask is the primary one for 
now. Now in his seventh year here at UW-Superior, 
Tom is proud of the work of this newspaper staff as we 
head into our 101st year. Tom is a senior lecturer in 
the Communicating Arts department and is proud to 
work with the amazing staff around him. 

Spencer Hartley, of Duluth, Minnesota, has been a so-
cial media editor for the Promethean for the past year. 
Thinking about her mask, Spencer said, “Masks are 
great because you can recite your entire plan to steal 
the declaration of Independence under your breath 
and no one can tell.”

Alexa Henderson is in her second year as a reporter 
on the Promethean staff. Thinking about her mask, 
she said, “I know it has been exceptionally tough on 
many people... if not all, which is why I try to wear 
my motivational masks when I happen to be out 
and about. It will be weird to put them away and see 
people’s faces again... the new normal makes the old 
normal seem weird. Until then... I will be wearing my 
favorite kitten mask. Just hang in there!” 

Liam Strong is a non-binary reporter for the Pro-
methean. Currently in their second year, Liam had 
this to share, “My mask was made by one of my 
friends back in April when people who were able to 
stitch and donate masks supplied them to those in 
need. Despite how breathable (and vibrant) it is, I still 
can’t quite get the adjustments right so my glasses 
don’t fog up. That’s quite alright though—it’s not like I 
need to see where I’m going or anything.”

Hailing from Plymouth, Minnesota, Rachel Prost 
studies Interactive Media and Digital Content Design 
at UWS. She has served as the Promethean’s web-
master for the past three semesters. With her passion 
for cephalopods, Rachel hopes to develop her media 
production skills further, and film a documentary 
about life under the sea.“In March, a person in my 
neighborhood handmade cloth masks. They set them 
outside on their driveway for people to take for free.”

Jean Germano is resident photographer and geopoliti-
cal observer at the Promethean. He can also orches-
trate a reasonably chaotic game of X-Wing minia-
tures. Now in his third year on staff, Jean can often be 
found in YU 159 working on archives or managing 
the newspaper office. 

Kayless Chalmers is in her fourth semester as a part 
of the Promethean team. Previously working as the 
layout editor, Kayless has opted for a consultant role 
for her final semester. You can see some of her work, 
writing about recipies, on the Promethean website. 
“I like to read and knit when there’s nowhere to be. 
Otherwise, I like to go fishing or play with my dogs 
outside.”

Jeffrey McClure is in his 
second semester as a 
sports reporter with the 
Promethean. Jeff said, 
“This mask is my favorite 
because it is made of cot-
ton and more comfortable 
than the rest of mine.”

A letter from the Editor-in-
Chief of the 2020 Promethean
Michael Michelizzi
mmichel1@uwsuper.edu

Hello Promethean read-
ers, it’s been a long time 
since we’ve been able 
to provide a print edi-
tion for you to peruse 
through—230 days, to 
be exact. Over the past 
seven months, our paper, 
and our world as a whole, 
have gone through some 
pretty crazy changes.

Last spring, after going 
online following spring 
break, the Promethean 
staff decided to band 
together and remain com-
mitted to delivering news 
to the staff, students and 
community of UW-Supe-
rior. As the editor through 
this tumultuous time, I 
couldn’t be prouder of my 
staff and their drive and 
work ethic.

As we begin this semester, 
you may have noticed that 
our first issue is com-
ing out a bit later than 
normal. (By this time 
last year, we had already 
published two print edi-
tions, with a third one on 
the way!) Our delay in 
production this semester 
is mainly due to CO-
VID-19 related reasons. 
Like many businesses 
and industries across the 
country, your local school 
newspaper staff was 
impacted on the produc-
tion side of things as well. 
However, we remain com-
mitted to bringing you 
the news and information 
that you care about. 

So, you might be asking 
yourself, what does this 
all mean for the 2020-21 
Promethean? I’m happy 
to announce that the 
Promethean remains 
committed to deliver-
ing a high-quality prod-
uct to you. As our plan 
stands for this year, we 
will be publishing three 
print issues this fall, with 
digital issues sprinkled in 
between on our website. 
As far as the spring, only 
time will tell. COVID 
brings uncertainty, but 

the Promethean will be 
here. Additionally, we 
plan on publishing stories 
throughout the week on 
our website.

This is where our readers 
come in. We couldn’t do 
what we do without you. 
We are constantly seeking 
driven, determined, and 
engaged student journal-
ists to come work with 
our staff. While we aren’t 
having physical meet-
ings this semester, there 
is always someone in the 
office at YU 159. Don’t 
hesitate to shoot us an 
email. Call the office if 
that’s your style. Join our 
Zoom meetings every 
Tuesday at noon.  We 
need people like you. We 
need reporters, photogra-
phers, editors, art design-
ers, website techs. We 
need Yellowjackets.

While things may look a 
little bit different this year, 
you can know that the 
Promethean will always 
be striving to provide 
you, our readers, with the 
best quality material that 
we can. Stay tuned on 
the website, watch your 
newsstands, and follow us 
on social media to know 
when the newest Pro-
methean content will be 
coming to you.

If there’s one last thing 
I’d like to say as I begin 
my final year at UWS, it 
would be thank you. To 
all of the students, staff 
and community members 
who have supported the 
Promethean over the last 
four years. Thank you. 
We’re going to be in for a 
wild ride this school year, 
and I don’t think anyone 
can quite say how it will 
look. As the Promethean 
moves on to its 101st year, 
I am excited about the 
future.

Michael Michelizzi
Editor-in-Chief


