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    The University of 
Wisconsin-Superior 
has been designated a 
Military Friendly® Silver 
School, which is award-
ed to schools who meet 
the requirements and 
score within 20 percent 
of the tenth ranking in 
their school’s category. 
    “This is an exciting 
recognition for the uni-
versity, not only because 
UW-Superior has been 
designated a Military 
Friendly® school for 11 
consecutive years, but in 
just a year, UW-Superior 
has improved its status 
from a designated school 
to a Silver School,” said 
Kat Werchouski, Director 
of Equity, Diversity and 
Inclusion/Senior 
Diversity Officer. 
“This is a testa-
ment to everything 
we do to focus on 
the success of our 
student veterans, 
to our fantastic 
staff, the Veteran 
and Nontraditional 
Student Center, and 
the commitment we 
have as a university 

to the success of our stu-
dent veterans.”
    On Feb. 26, 2020, a 
UWS Silver Star party was 
held in the Pope Student 
Center to recognize stellar 
students and staff who 
made it possible for our 
university to be recog-
nized as a military-friend-
ly school. 
    “Every year for [the] 
11 plus years that the 

VNSC has been around, 
we’ve had phenomenal 
student staff,” said UWS 
Dean Harry Anderson 
at the Silver Star party. 
“They put their heart 
and soul into what we 
do, and without their 
guidance and leader-
ship, the center would 
not be what it is today.”
    The Military Friendly® 
Schools list has come 
to set the standard for 

higher education institu-
tions to provide the best 
opportunities for veter-
ans and their spouses for 
the past 19 years. This 
prestigious list provides a 
comprehensive guide for 
veterans and their fami-
lies using data sources 
from federal agencies, vet-
eran students and propri-
etary survey information 

from participating 
organizations.
    The 2020-2021 
Military Friendly® 
Schools list will be 
published in the 
May issue of G.I. 
Jobs magazine. 
The list can also be 
found at military-
friendly.com.
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(From left) Harry Anderson, Monte Stewart, and 
Lynn Karna pose for a picture with their honor-
ary cups after being highlighted at the Silver Star 

Party.
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Kat Werchouski, Director of Equity, 
Diversity and Inclusion/Senior 

Diversity Officer, smiles behind a desk 
with a celebratory centerpiece in the 
foreground at the UWS Silver Star 

award party.
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Keith Miernicki (holding microphone) of Twin Ports Dance 
spent the night demonstrating dance moves to the crowd. 

Photo by Jean Germano

I always have so much fun 
doing this, I’ve been doing it for 

10 years and every year more 
people show up!

Keith Miernicki, Twin Ports Dance

“ “
You’re all very close to my 
heart in this department 

here.

Diana Chi, UWS graduate, 1975

“ “

Diana Chi, UWS graduate, poses next to the nine awards she has 
donated to UWS on Feb. 24. Chi’s total award collection includes five 

Golden Mikes, three Emmys, and three Mark Twain Awards.
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COVID beer virus or: how I learned 
to stop worrying and wash my hands

Jean Germano
jgermano@uwsuper.edu

    About a month ago, 
reports emerged that the 
American public raced to 
Google to inquire about 
“Corona beer virus” or, 
alternatively, “beer virus.” 
Since that point, the CO-
VID-19 virus, popularly 
known as coronavirus, 
has spread from its point 
of origin in China’s Hubei 
province to a global level 
with patients on every 
inhabited continent. 
    At the University of 
Wisconsin-Superior, 
many students were calm 
about the matter. “Don’t 
care,” admitted Jocelyn 
Hassing and Laura Beres 
when asked if they were 
concerned about CO-
VID-19. “I hate that 
people are using it as an 
excuse to be racist against 
Asian,” said Robin Harry-
Ankarlo.
    In Ray Reinertsen’s 
HHP 102 class, he has 
been working on making 
students more conscien-
tious of what they can do 
to avoid getting sick this 
flu season. Before class 
began, he had students 
wipe their arm rests with 
disinfectant wipes as a 
reminder to clean services 
they have regular contact 
with, a point reflected in 
the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
(CDC) workplace health 

guidelines.
    When asked about CO-
VID-19, Reinertsen’s class 
acknowledged they knew 
what it was, and identified 
basic actions, like hand-
washing, coughing and 
sneezing into your elbow, 
and avoiding touching 
your face frequently, to 
help avoid influenza type 
diseases. “Remember, 
spring break is coming 
up and when you kids are 
sucking face and traveling 
you want to keep these 
things in mind,” Rein-
ertsen reminded his class.
    Earlier this month, 
Lindsey Dahlberg, cam-
pus Director of Human 
Health and Safety, sent 
out a campus-wide email 
updating the campus 
community on the uni-

versity’s threat assess-
ment of the virus. This 
threat assessment of 
COVID-19’s threat to the 
campus follows recom-
mendations made by the 
Douglas County Health & 
Human Services Depart-
ment and the Wisconsin 
Department of Health 
Services, neither of which 
have recently made sig-
nificant new announce-
ments. 
    On Thursday, Feb. 
27, the office of Interim 
Provost Dr. Maria Cuzzo 
sent out an email cancel-
ling UWS study away 
programs in South Korea. 
The university previously 
cancelled study abroad 
programs in China at the 
end of January. 

A poster reminding students to wash their hands. A number 
of these posters have infiltrated Swenson Hall over the last 

week.
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