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    University of Wiscon-
sin-Superior coaches are 
extremely grateful indi-
viduals who want nothing 
but the best for their stu-
dent-athletes. While each 
coach hopes to cap off 
the year with a winning 
season, coaches of college 
athletics can be active for 
a variety of reasons.
    Capping off his third 
year as head coach of the 
UW-Superior women’s 
basketball team, Zach 
Otto-Fisher said, “I feel in 
our role [as coaches] we 
can make a huge impact 
on women’s lives through 
basketball. I would be ly-
ing if I wasn’t passionate 
and wanting to compete.” 
    Otto-Fisher has led the 
UWS women’s team to 
a record of 18-8 and the 
number two seed in the 
Upper Midwest Ath-
letic Conference (UMAC)  
tournament. The team, 
after having a first round 

bye, defeated Northwest-
ern (Minn.) on Wednes-
day night, winning 90-83. 
The team is now prepar-
ing for the UMAC Cham-
pionship on Saturday, Feb. 
29 at Bethany Lutheran.
    Otto-Fisher believes 
sports teach several great 
lessons to his players. 
“They [sports] allow self-
discipline, the importance 
of working as a team, and 
learning from our fail-
ures.” Mackenzie Kmecik, 
a senior on Otto-Fisher’s 
team, values how car-
ing Otto-Fisher is. “Zach 
is the type of coach that 
cares for his players like 
they are family. He is the 
coach that will be there 
for his players both on 
and off the court.” Kmecik 
believes Otto-Fisher en-
courages the success of his 
players. “As a coach, Zach 
wants his team and indi-
viduals to succeed on the 
court while excelling at 
the game and our educa-
tion. Most importantly, he 
wants us to succeed at all 
aspects of life.” 

Joe Mooney, head coach 
of the UWS men’s soccer 
team, is glad that he has 
the power to recruit and 
pick his players. “Coach-
ing at the college level 
allows me to choose who 
I get to work with every 
day,” said Mooney.  
    Mooney coached the 
men’s soccer team to an 
overall record of 17-3-3, 
capping the season off 
with a UMAC Cham-
pionship and a trip to 
the NCAA Division III 
Men’s Soccer Champion-
ship, losing in the second 
round after a 1-1 draw 
with No. 16 Luther, los-
ing on penalty kicks. He 
also captured his sec-
ond consecutive UMAC 
Coach of the Year title. He 
is in his twelfth season as 
head coach, compiling an 
all-time record of 134-
76-18, making him the 
winningest coach in UWS 
men’s soccer history. 
    No coach, no matter 
the level of competition, 
is doing it for the money. 
Greg Polkowski, the third-

Yellowjacket Athletics

    During every playoff 
run, you see an unlikely 
hero. Whether it’s one 
basket, a blocked shot, 
or a career night, every 
year someone new steps 
up to spur a team to vic-
tory. That’s exactly what 
happened for the ‘Jackets 
women’s basketball team 
on the night of Wednes-
day, Feb. 26 in the Upper 
Midwest Athletic Confer-
ence (UMAC) semifinals 
against Northwestern. The 
likes of Reinertsen, Ruiz, 
and Carpenter were their 
normal selves, but they 
were all upstaged by the 
career night of Mackenzie 
Kmecik (Superior, Wis./
Superior Senior).
    Kmecik, a senior who 
played her prep ball up 
the street at Superior 
High School, came into 
the night averaging 1.85 
points per game for her 
career. Wednesday she 
dropped in a career-high 

23 points, leading all scor-
ers as the Yellowjackets 
advanced to the UMAC 
Championship game 
with a 90-83 victory over 
Northwestern at Mertz 
Mortorelli Gym.
  The Yellowjackets built 
up a 17-5 lead by the 
halfway point of the first 
quarter, and led 20-10 by 
the end of the first. The 
teams traded punches in 
the second quarter, but 
the ‘Jackets pulled away 
late. Kmecik drained a 
three with under two 
minutes to go to make it 
a 15-point Yellowjacket 
lead, and later Kaelyn 
Christian (St. Michael, 
Minn./St. Michael-
Albertville Senior) hit a 
three to give the Yellow-
jackets a 43-27 advantage 
at the break.
    Northwestern flipped 
the script in the third, 
going on a three-point 
binge and quickly erasing 
the lead. The ‘Jackets saw 
their lead reduced to just 

six, 61-55, by the end of 
the third quarter.   
    The threes continued 
for the Eagles into the 
fourth, and they took the 
lead, 63-61, a minute into 
the fourth. The teams 
traded points, and the 
lead, multiple times in 
the quarter, but when the 
‘Jackets needed someone 
to come up big, Kmecik 
did. She made a pair of 
free throws with 5:51 to 
play to put the Yellow-
jackets up 66-64. She hit a 
jumper with 3:24 to go to 
make it a two-possession 
game, 74-69.
    Northwestern man-
aged to get within one, 
but never retook the lead. 
It was only fitting that 
Kmecik closed out the 
scoring with four free 
throws and grabbed the 
games final board.
    Reinertsen also es-
tablished a new school 
record for games played 
(109) and moved into 
third place on the all-time 

scoring list (1,314 points).
    The Yellowjackets will 
play at Bethany Lutheran 
Saturday, Feb. 29. The 
opening tip from North 
Gymnasium is set for 7:30 
p.m. This will mark the 
seventh straight season 
the Yellowjackets (16-10) 
have reached the confer-
ence championship game. 
It's the third year in a row 
the Yellowjackets will 
meet Bethany Lutheran, 
who escaped a second-
half surge from Minne-
sota Morris to reach the 
final.
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SPORTS

Hockey
Women’s

2020 WIAC Championship
Semifinals

2/28 @ UW-River Falls - 
River Falls, Wis. 7:05 p.m.

2/29 @ UW-River Falls - 
River Falls, Wis. 2:05 p.m.

Men’s
2020 WIAC Championship

Semifinals
2/28 @ UW-Eau Claire - 

Eau Claire, Wis. 7:00 p.m.

2/29 @ UW-Eau Claire - 
Eau Claire, Wis. 7:00 p.m.

Baseball
3/7 (Doubleheader) @ 
Grinnel - Topeka, Kan.

Game 1: 12:00 p.m.
Game 2: 3:00 p.m.

3/8 (Doubleheader) @ 
Grinnel - Topeka, Kan.

Game 1: 11:00 a.m.
Game 2: 2:00 p.m.

Track and Field

Softball

2020 UMAC Indoor T&F 
Championships

2/28 - Superior, Wis. 
2:30 p.m.

2/29 - Superior, Wis. 
11:00 a.m.

3/7 - Pointer Final Qualifier 
- Stevens Point, Wis. 

10:30 a.m.

 2/29 (Doubleheader) @ 
Bethel - Dundas, Minn.

Game 1: 6:30 p.m.
Game 2: 8:30 p.m.

3/6 (Doubleheader) @ 
Augsburg - Minneapolis, 

Minn. 
Game 1: 5:30 p.m.
Game 2: 7:30 p.m.

3/7 (Doubleheader) @ 
Edgewood - Minneapolis, 

Minn. 
Game 1: 8:30 a.m.

Game 2: 10:30 a.m.

Coach Polkowski chats with Junior Ronny Galvin during the 
game against Northwestern on Feb. 19. The ‘Jackets lost 70-64.  
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Mooney during the first round 
of the NCAA DII torumanent 
against No. 14 Central on Nov. 
16, 2019. The ‘Jackets won 3-2.
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Why we coach

Kmecik’s carrer night sends 
Yellowjackets to UMAC title

Senior Mackenzie Kmecik (4) 
takes a shot during a game 

against UMD on Nov. 4, 2019.
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Men’s season 
over; loses 
to Bethany 
Lutheran in 
semifinals

Yellowjacket Athletics

    The 2019-20 season 
will go down as one of the 
most successful in the his-
tory of men’s basketball at 
UW-Superior. The ‘Jack-
ets earned a berth in the 
Upper Midwest Athletic 
Conference Tournament, 
coming in as the No. 3 
seed. It’s the highest the 
Yellowjackets have ranked 
since 1978-79. The team 
won 16 games, the second 
time they hit the mark 
since a program record of 
21 in 1978-79.
    It all came to an end 
on Wednesday, Feb. 26. 
Bethany Lutheran led 
wire-to-wire, building up 
more than a 20-point lead 
in the first half and cruis-
ing past the ‘Jackets 92-72 
at North Gymnasium.
    The loss was the sec-
ond in five days at Beth-
any Lutheran, who will 
advance to the UMAC 
Championship against 
No. 4 St. Scholastica. The 
Saints pulled the upset of 
the year Wednesday, de-
feating top-seeded North-
western 85-82.
    For the Yellowjackets 
Allen Anderson (Brook-
lyn Park, Minn./Osseo) 
was the hot shooter 
finising the game with a 
career-high 31 points in 
his final game as a Yellow-
jacket. He also had five as-
sists. Eli Vogel (Appleton, 
Wis./Appleton West) had 
13 points, the only other 
Yellowjacket to finish in 
double figures.
    The Yellowjackets fin-
ished the season 16-10.

Up Next in Sports

year coach of UWS men’s 
basketball, is no excep-
tion. “[I coach] by helping 
a group of people achieve 
a common goal together. 
Sports allow individuals 
to grow and succeed both 
on and off the court.”
    Polkowski led the men’s 
team to a 16-10 overall 
record and the number 
three seed in the UMAC 
conference tournament. 
The team played at Betha-
ny Lutheran in the semifi-
nals, losing 72-92. 
    “[Sports] allow for 
individuals to express the 
best they can be,” said 
Polkowski. 

Love sports? Come write for the Promethean!

Stop by our office in YU 159 or shoot us an 
email at Promethean@uwsuper.edu


