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CAMPUS & COMMUNITY

International students and the challenges that they face -
Expenses and Budgets
Sherry Mei
xmei1@uwsuper.edu
Editor’s note: This is part four in a five part series surrounding the life of international students on the campus of the University of Wisconsin-
Superior.

The number of interna-
tional students in the 
United States has eclipsed 
one million, according 
to the 2019 Open Doors 
report on International 
Educational Exchange. 
This number is expected 
to continue increasing 
as thousands of interna-
tional undergraduates 
continue coming to the 
United States. 

While international 
students recognize the 
United States as having 
some of the best educa-
tional opportunities in the 
world, they also recog-
nize the high price tag 
that comes along with it. 
Domestic students are 
well aware of the stag-
gering cost of education 
in the United States, and 
international students 
experience their fair share 
of financial problems.

Tuition is likely the first 
hurdle international 
students will have to clear. 
Typically, the price is set 
higher for international 
students than those who 
are domestic. At the 
University of Wisconsin-
Superior (UWS) for 
example, the cashier’s of-
fice reports that full-time, 
non-resident undergradu-
ates pay around $7,800 
per semester, compared 
to the approximate $4,000 
per semester charged to 
Wisconsin students.

There is a sharp contrast 
in these two numbers; 
however, when compared 
to the national average of 
$26,300 for non-native 
students, it is much more 
affordable for both native 
and non-native students 
to attend UWS. Trends 
indicate that the price 
of college is going up, as 

well. Each year, fees rise 
by an average of 4.02% 
according to the National 
Center of Education Sta-
tistics.

Donna Dahlvang, the 
Director of Financial 
Aid at UWS, provided 
some advice for students 
struggling with the cost 
of their education. “One 
thing that [students] can 
do with their tuition fee 
bill is to pay attention 
to that bill. On-campus 
courses on this campus, 
12 to 18 credits are in a 
plateau and you pay the 
same price, so you can 
really curb your expenses 
by trying to graduate as 
quickly as possible; and 
one way to do that is to 
take as many credits as 
you can manage success-
fully in one semester. If 
12-to-18 credits costs the 
same price, take 18 if you 

can academically be suc-
cessful at 18 credits.”

Many international stu-
dents use wire transfers 
to electronically transfer 
funds from their home 
countries. Wire transfers 
are known for being safe, 
secure, and fast as the 
funds go directly from 
one bank to another. 
However, services charges 
are usually included for 
sending money interna-
tionally. 

Using different currency 
also has a daily impact on 
international students. 
Many students become 
confused about U.S. cur-
rency, especially coins and 
the decimal system. The 
change in forms of cur-
rency can cause decisions 
about where or what to 
eat to become difficult 
ones. Thao Mai, a student 

from Vietnam, said, “It 
always took time for me 
to think carefully before I 
bought or paid for some-
thing during my first 
year in Superior. While it 
was đồng in Vietnam, it 
is dollars in the U.S. For 
example, when I went 
to Walmart and I found 
something I liked, I would 
check the price first, and 
then convert the price 
into đồng so that I could 
have a sense whether that 
item is too expensive or 
not. Now I am used to it, 
and I could make a deci-
sion much more quickly 
by thinking about only 
dollars.” 

Currency fluctuations 
also play a role for inter-
national students. Many 
global currencies have 
suffered over the past 
year. See INT’L Page 3
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Tom Tiffany

Wisconsin State 
Senator Tom Tif-
fany, R-Minocqua, 
currently represents 
Wisconsin’s District 
12. Born to a dairy 
farming family from 
Elmwood, he com-
pleted a degree in 
agricultural econom-
ics at UW-River Falls.
Tiffany went on to 
work as a manager at 
a petroleum distribu-
tion form and worked 
as a dam tender. He 
was also the owner/
operator of a river ex-
cursion company. In 
2011, he was elected 
to Wisconsin’s State 
Assembly and as-
sumed his state sena-
tor office in 2013.

Notable Endorse-

ments: Tiffany is 
endorsed by several 
notable Wisconsin 
republicans like for-
mer Governors Scott 
Walker and Tommy 
Thompson, along 
with the retiring 
Duffy. Several state 
lobbying organiza-
tions like Wisconsin 
Right to Life, Great 
Lakes Timber Profes-
sionals Association, 
and Wisconsin Club 
for Growth have also 
endorsed Tiffany. He 
is also endorsed by 
the US Chamber of 
Commerce and the 
NRA.

Views: Tiffany 
has emphasized in 
campaign ads that 
he has worked as a 
dam tender. “Nobody 
knows how to drain 

the swamp like a dam 
man.” Many of his 
promises on national 
policy issues over-
lap with those of his 
opponent. On afford-
able health care, Tif-
fany emphasizes that 
“The solution does 
not lie in Washington 
D.C. It’s to return 
control to the state 
and local level.”  On 
his campaign website, 
Tiffany encourages 
the delisting of the 
gray wolf and a con-
vention of states.

Photo from Tiffany 
campaign Facebook page

Jason Church

Jason Church, a 
resident of Hudson 
who grew up in a 
military family from 
Menomonie, Wiscon-
sin, studied political 
science at UW-La 
Crosse. Joining the 
army as an office, 
he was deployed to 
Afghanistan in 2012. 
He was medically dis-
charged as a Captain 
after losing both legs 
to an IED. After-
wards, he worked as 
an aide for Senator 
Ron Johnson, R-WI, 
while completing a 
master’s in security 
studies at George-
town University. 
He then moved to 

Hudson, Wis., where 
he completed a law 
degree. 

Notable Endorse-
ments: Church is 
largely endorsed by 
notables from outside 
of Wisconsin. Dan 
Crenshaw, R-Texas, 
Tom Cotton, R-Ark., 
and Charlie Kirk 
have all endorsed 
Church. Lobbying 
organizations that 
support veterans, 
like SEAL PAC and 
Combat Veterans for 
Congress, have also 
endorsed Church.

Views: Church has 
emphasized that he 
is with President 
Trump to “throw a 

couple grenades into 
the swamp. He needs 
someone to pick a 
fight with him.” He 
agrees with Tiffany 
on topics such as 
building a southern 
border wall, pro-
tecting gun rights, 
and supporting the 
tariff based trade war. 
Church’s military 
experience is cen-
tral when discussing 
matters of national 
defense. 
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Tricia Zunker

Tricia Zunker, a 
Wausau resident, 
is a member of the 
Wausau school board 
and an associate jus-
tice of the Ho-Chunk 
supreme court. 
Born to a unionized 
labor family of the 
Ho-Chunk Nation, 
Zunker became the 
first member of her 
family to graduate 
college after study-
ing French, political 
science, and inter-
national relations at 
UW-Madison. She 
then received a J.D. 
at the University of 
California Los Ange-
les. In 2007, Zunker 
began teaching law 
remotely, and is cur-
rently a professor at 
three universities.

Notable Endorse-
ments: State Senator 
Janet Bewley, D-Ash-
land, State Represen-
tatives Nick Milroy, 
D-South Range, 
and Beth Meyers, 
D-Bayfield, have all 
endorsed Zunker. 
She has also received 
national recognition 
from Debra Haaland, 
D-N.M., the only 
other Native Ameri-
can tribal member 
in Congress. Local 
union organizations, 
including the Wis-
consin AFL-CIO and 
United Steelworks 
District 2, have also 
endorsed Zunker.

Views: Zunker, in 
her campaign ads, 
says she will use the 
same “big voice” 
that the Ho-Chunk 

people have while 
representing the dis-
trict. She is opposed 
to the trade war with 
China. On the fragil-
ity of small dairy, 
Zunker explained 
that her heart is 
broken seeing what 
is happening to dairy 
farmers. “We need 
to ensure that our 
farmers have a fair 
shake.” On health-
care, Zunker notes 
that the cost of pre-
scription drugs is too 
high and that pre-
existing conditions 
should be covered.
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Lawrence Dale

Lawrence Dale is 
a resident of Hur-
ley, Wisconsin, and 
formerly Ironwood, 
Michigan, who was 
born in Dearborn, 
Michigan. Dale 
served in the Viet-
nam War as an artil-
leryman and used 
his GI Bill funds to 
study government 
at Ohio University, 
going on to get a 
master’s degree in 
labor relations from 
Oregon Univer-
sity. After working 
in labor relations 
in Michigan, Dale 
founded a value-add-
ed meat business in 
1994.  He is currently 

an insurance sales-
man and has made 
two other attempts 
to contest election 
races.

Notable Endorse-
ments: Dale has not 
been recognized by 
any local organiza-
tions or local politi-
cal figures.

Views: Dale is a 
self-described “Ber-
niecrat” who previ-
ously ran for office 
as a Green Party 
candidate and as 
an FDR-Democrat. 
Many of his policy 
points echo that of 
leading progres-
sive Democrats. On 
small dairy farms, 

Dale noted “That 
whole emphasis that 
they’re inefficient is 
completely wrong.” 
Dale also believes 
an industrial hemp 
industry would 
boost the economy 
throughout the 7th 
District, saying, “Too 
many jobs are being 
lost in the pulp and 
paper industry...have 
they really looked 
at the potential for 
[industrial hemp]?”
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