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    UW-Superior has been 
celebrating the diver-
sity of students over the 
past 126 years. As if it 
were holding a world 
map, UW-Superior gives 
students a glimpse of the 
broader world by invit-
ing international students 
from more than 40 differ-
ent countries.
    The efforts to harmo-
nize the uniqueness of all 
students has been acceler-
ated by one of the uni-

versity’s oldest and most 
influential student organi-
zations, the World Stu-
dent Association (WSA). 
Since the organization’s 
establishment in 1966 as 
the International Rela-
tions Club, it has been 
significantly contributing 
to this community, mak-
ing people more aware of 
the beauty of diversity.
    Stan Spearman, who 
wrote a guest editorial 
to the Peptomist’s Dec. 
1, 1966 issue, said that 
the club will “not only…
help foreign students, 

it will provide a golden 
opportunity for Ameri-
can students to broaden 
their scope of the world 
beyond the boundaries of 
the United States, learn-
ing of different customs, 
languages, […] and ways 
of life, without traveling 
of (sic) the campus of 
SSU.” As Spearman notes, 
the WSA’s mission is to 
not only make a strong 
bond with international 
students, but to also con-
nect local students.
    Each year, the WSA 
board members host Cul-

tural Night. Reflecting on 
last year’s cultural night, 
Sudarshan Choudhury, 
then-president of WSA, 
said, “WSA accomplished 
its mission of bringing 
the world closer. Our goal 
has always been to bring 
people from all across the 
globe together and there 
is no better way of doing 
this than Cultural Night.” 
According to Choudhury, 
the event was planned 
and prepared for months 
by both international and 
local students. This year’s 
Cultural Night will take 
place on March 28, at 5:30 
p.m.
    The very first Cultural 
Night was hosted by the 
WSA in 1997. The Oct. 
22, 1997 edition of the 
Promethean notes that 
the WSA hosted this 
event wit the intention 
of showing the colors of 
international students 
and demonstrating the 
oneness of the world. 
Besides the fashion show 
and stage performances, 
the WSA set up booths, 
displayed cultural items, 
and offered people the op-
portunity to have conver-
sations with international 
students.
    Salisa Hochstetler, the 

current international stu-
dent services coordinator 
and WSA adviser, used to 
be a WSA board mem-
ber. Looking back on her 
days in WSA, she said, “I 
joined WSA in 2008 when 
I first got here. I was 
involved as a member and 
art officer for Cultural 
Night. I participated by 
performing and carrying 
the flag, as well. I made 
many friends from all 
around the world because 
of WSA.” 
    “Our goal has always 
been to bring people from 
all across the globe to-
gether,” said Choudhury. 
“I loved the fact that as a 
student, I had the power 
to make a greater impact 
in the society and bring 
the campus closer to the 
community.” Hochstetler 
also added, “WSA will 
continue to thrive, and I 
hope that we can continue 
to grow.” 
    As Spearman noted in 
1966, “It [WSA] will be a 
club with fresh, foreign, 
imaginative, and some-
times oriental ideas.” The 
ultimate mission of WSA 
has not changed since the 
beginning, and it won’t 
change any time soon. 
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    If you are a Greek 
mythology nerd, there is a 
certain association be-
tween the title of the Pro-
methean and the myth of 
Prometheus. In Septem-
ber of 1974 Sarah Kles-
man, a senior working 
towards her BFA, stole fire 
from heaven and gave it 
to the student-run news-
paper of the University of 
Wisconsin-Superior.
    The paper, which had 
been called the Peptomist 
since its inception 54 
years prior, decided to 
host a renaming contest 
in the fall of 1974. Kles-
man’s entry caught the 
eyes of the judges ahead 
of 87 other ideas. For her 
efforts, Klesman received 
a $25 savings bond, an 
L.P. record, and the sat-
isfaction of knowing her 
name has stuck for nearly 
half a century.
    The original name of 
the paper was derived 
from the teachings of eco-
nomics professor A.D.S 
Gillette. Gillette defined 
students who passively 

waited around for some-
thing unlucky to hap-
pen as pessimists. But he 
recognized those who ex-
pected the best to happen 
as peptomists. Gillette’s 
hope was that students 
would “attempt to bring 
about the best possible 
results and become pept-
omists in the school.”
    After the newspaper 
served as a supplement 
for students to serve as 
peptomists, it decided to 
shift its role. Taking after 
the myth of Prometheus, 
who stole fire from the 
gods and gave it to an-
cient man, the newspaper 
rebranded itself as car-
riers of light and knowl-
edge. 
    Prometheus was not 
rewarded for his efforts, 
however, and was pun-
ished by the gods for his 
theft with thousands of 
years of punishment. Stu-
dents likened the scholas-
tic challenges they faced 
to the punishment faced 
by Prometheus. How-
ever, as the ancient myth 
finishes, it acknowledges 
that Prometheus was set 
free with a healed heart. 

Students too are enabled 
to overcome any hardship 
and live successful lives. 
Bearing this message in 
mind, the Promethean 
has been building trust 
and hope throughout the 
campus community.
    For a brief period of 
time, the staff of the Pro-
methean elected to put 
out the fire. For an eight 
year period, from 2008-
2016, the Promethean 
rebranded itself as the 
Stinger. The paper also 
temporarily shifted from 
newspaper publication 
to magazines, and un-
derwent several design 
changes. In the Feb. 10, 
2016 issue of the Pro-
methean, then Editor-in-
Chief Marcus White saw 
the period from 1974-
2008 as a “golden age of 
journalism in Superior.” 
    Maintaining a strong 
sense of vocation, the 
Promethean has been and 
will continue to be dedi-
cated as a carrier of light 
and knowledge in our 
community. The first of 
hope that the Promethean 
set 46 years ago will con-
tinue to burn ceaselessly. 

Carriers of light and knowledge

Alison Tollas
“I feel like I knew at one point what it 
would’ve meant, but I forgot. Maybe 

spreading knowledge or something like 
that?”

“ “

Mathea Brink
“The Peptomist reminds me of pessimist. 

Also, Pepto-Bismol! [But] I like the ‘Sting-
er.’ It’s cute. It’s like Yellowjackets. I think 

that’s a little bit more applicable.”

“ “

Yumi Kawai
“It’s kind of like someone who is promis-
ing something. Is it French or a European 

language?”

“ “

100 years of changing 
culture
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World Student Association looks back on over half a century of connections

The performers of Cultural Night 2019, hosted at UWS on 
March 2, 2019.
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Topic 1920 2020
President Woodrow Wilson Donald Trump

Best Selling Movie Way Down East Avengers: Endgame*
Best Selling Song “Swanee” - Al Jolson “Someone you Loved” - 

Lewis Capaldi*
Best Selling Book “The Man of the Forest” 

-Zane Grey
“Where the Crawdads 
Sing” - Delia Owens*

World’s Richest Person Henry Ford Jeff Bezos
Value of $1 $1 $12.90

Average American Salary $3,269.40 $50,000.44
Superior, Wis. 

Population
39,671 26,101

Vessels in 
Duluth-Superior Harbor

4,642 754*

Name of School Superior Normal School University of Wisconsin-
Superior

UWS Enrollment 773** 2,603
UWS Tuition $12 (Resident)***

$72 (Non-Resident)***
$4,066.18 (Resident)

$7,852.66 (Non-Resident)

Name of the student 
newspaper

The Peptomist The Promethean

Promethean Adviser Miss Nona MacQuilkin Tom Hansen


