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CAMPUS & COMMUNITY
International students and the challenges that they face -
Friends and Socializing
Sherry Mei
xmei1@uwsuper.edu
Editor’s note: This is part three in a five part series surrounding the life of international students on the campus of the University of Wisconsin-
Superior.
Coming to a new campus 
or country can be an in-
ternational roller coaster 
for many international 
students. Once interna-
tional students first get to 
the University of Wis-
consin-Superior (UWS), 
their first step is usually to 
make new friends.

The orientation week is 
usually the first introduc-
tion of social life at UWS 
to international students. 
According to the Office of 
International Programs 
(OIP) at UW-Superior, 
orientation helps intro-
duce the new interna-
tional students to each 
other and prepares them 
for campus life. 

This orientation usu-
ally covers many top-
ics, including: academic 
advisers, immigration, 
telephone services, public 
safety, medical services, 
computer and library re-
sources, and banking and 
transportation options. 
Furthermore, students are 
able to learn about activi-
ties around Superior.

Salisa Hochstetler, the 
International Student Ser-
vices Coordinator, said, 
“in my opinion, at first, 
for international students, 
when they first arrive on 
campus at the interna-
tional orientation, I feel 
that they branch out re-
ally well and get to know 
other people from their 
own country, but also 
from other countries.” 

The various events on the 
UWS campus are also a 
one of the many ways in-
ternational students make 
new friends. “We have 
activities that encourage 
international students 
to participate in and get 
to know other students. 
We did a pizza party and 
went to the hockey game 
and ate pizza together. 
We went snowshoeing 
as a winter activity,” said 
Hochstetler. 

Cultural Night and the 
International Cooking 
Demo are two of the 
biggest events held on 
campus. Cultural night is 
usually held in the spring 
of each year and features 
an international food tast-
ing and cultural perfor-
mances by students. The 
event is sponsored by the 
World Students Associa-
tion (WSA). 

The International Cook-
ing Demo was held on 
Saturday, Nov. 23 at the 
Pilgrim Lutheran Church. 
Hosted by WSA, the event 
featured representatives of 
12 different nations and 
15 recipes. International 
students made presenta-
tions on how to prepare 
special food from their 
home countries and pre-
sented them to the com-
munity. 

These events enable 
international students 
to meet new people and 
build friendships. Rev. 
Will Mowchan of Pilgrim 
Lutheran Church said, 
“some students have been 
here for regular church 
events. People here really 
reach out to them; they 
get to be friends; they do 
some really nice things 
together. Both the people 
here and international 
students, I believe, gain 
from those contacts.”

Since most of the interna-
tional students choose to 
live in the residence halls 
of UWS, they are able to 
further their social life. 
Some students decide 
to live in a single room, 
which gives them more 
privacy. More traditional 
student residences tend to 
lead to more socialization. 
Yo Han Lee, a student 
from South Korea, thinks 
that this interaction gives 
international students an 
entry to get involved on 
campus. “I feel living in 
the residence hall helps 
me a lot with my social 
life. I met my roommate 
when I first came to UWS 
and first moved into our 
dormitory. That’s how we 
met each other, and then 
we became best friends. I 
really appreciate and am 
grateful for this experi-
ence.”  

Nhi Nguyen, from Viet-
nam, feels the same, 
“living in the dorm is also 
a way for me to keep a 
good relationship with 
my friends. Because we 
live close to each other, I 
could always visit them 
whenever I want so that 
we could have more time 
to hang out with each 
other.” 

One of the most essen-
tial parts of student life 
is going to classes and 
studying. International 
students have the high 
possibility to meet new 
people in their classes. 
As Thy Bui from Viet-
nam notes, looking for 
familiar friends is prob-
ably the first thing they 
do when they enter a new 
classroom every semes-
ter. “To be honest, espe-
cially when I first came to 
UWS and I went to new 
classes in new semesters, 
I always paid attention to 
whether there was anyone 

I already knew before, or 
whether there was some-
one from my country, so 
that I wouldn’t feel lonely 
or nervous,” said Bui. 

International students 
may struggle to come up 
with common interests 
with American students. 
These struggles can ease 
as international stu-
dents begin to introduce 
themselves to American 
students and offer to 
study or work together on 
projects. “A lot of students 
put themselves out there 
to be involved with other 
activities on campus, and 
that’s how they make 
friends with domestic stu-
dents,” said Hochstetler. 

Keeping relationships is 
another key to campus so-
cial life. After getting used 
to UWS, many students 
make use of class time to 
improve their friendships. 
“If there was someone 
familiar, it would also be 
a good chance for us to 
keep our relationship or 
even grow closer, because 
after class we might…
have more chances to 
hang out,” said Bui. 

Asking friends for help is 
another way international 
students build friend-

ships. Junsang Lee from 
South Korea often asks 
his friends for a ride since 
he does not have a car. It 
does not only help Lee 
financially, but it allows 
him to spend time with 
his friends. “That is how I 
became closer to my best 
friend,” said Lee. 

While it can be difficult 
for international students 
to get out of their com-
fort zone and make new 
friends, many are mak-
ing an effort to be more 
proactive and socialize.  
UW-Superior is aiding in 
this proactivity by provid-
ing resources to help stu-
dents feel more at home. 
“One thin that I have 
been thinking of is help-
ing international students 
connect to our local com-
munity even more,” said 
Hochstetler, “I know that 
some students are already 
doing service-learning 
projects in the commu-
nity, but I feel that helping 
them get to know other 
people with the com-
munity well help them 
branch out. Other people 
can help them develop 
their professional network 
after they graduate.” 
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Alumni Association hosts annual Holiday Ball
Jean Germano
jgermano@uwsuper.edu
The air of the Yellowjacket 
Union’s Ballroom was 
heavy with the scent of 
onions and alcohol as the 
UW-Superior Alumni 
Association hosted the 
annual Holiday Ball on 
Saturday, Dec. 7. The 
theme of this year’s ball 
was “Marvelous Motown.”

A substantial crowd 
of alumni roamed the 
Union, calling on old 
memories of days gone 
by and raising funds for 
the Alumni Associa-
tion’s scholarships. “Have 
a righteous and groovy 
night, and, in the words of 

Marvin Gaye, ‘Let’s get it 
on,’” cheered Chancellor 
Renée Wachter in a pre-
recorded address. 

From the coat check at 
the door to the glittering 
lights, Christmas trees, 
and guests, the evening 
was filled with an elegant 
atmosphere that kept the 
crowed engaged from 6:00 
p.m. until the last dancers 
left the afterparty around 
midnight. 

The event featured a vari-
ety of ways to raise money 
for the Alumni Associa-
tion. Outside of the $50 

entry fee that provided a 
ticket and the choice of a 
steak or salmon dinner, 
there was also a silent 
auction featuring items 
like a UWS themed ring 
fire and Milwaukee Brew-
ers memorabilia. The 
auction was extra silent, 
as the entire process was 
loaded onto an online 
auction app. 

In addition to the ticket 
price and silent auction, 
raffles were also held. 
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