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SPORTS
Volleyball team splits on final day of regular season
Yellowjacket Athletics

Megan Holz
Photo by Abbi Tanner

The Yellowjacket volley-
ball team split on Friday, 
Nov. 1 at the 2019 War-
rior Invitational, hosted 
by Wisconsin Lutheran 
College. It was more of 
the same on Saturday, 
as the 'Jackets fell to the 
hosts in the first match of 
the day Saturday, before 
coming back to win the 
second against Concor-
dia-Chicago, ending the 
weekend 2-2.

Wisconsin Lutheran 3, 
Yellowjackets 2

In the opener, the Yel-
lowjackets appeared to 
be in control, taking the 
first two sets by identical 
25-22 scores, before Wis-
consin Lutheran rallied 
to win the final three sets 
and take the match.

The first set saw close 
play, with neither team 
being able to open up a 
significant lead. A kill by 
Cami Sletta (Willmar, 
Minn./Willmar Senior) 
broke a 21-21 tie and 
the Yellowjackets would 
lead the rest of the way. A 
Cassy Teff (Foley, Minn./
Foley) kill on set point 
gave the 'Jackets the set 
and the early lead in the 
match. 

As the second set un-
folded, the Yellowjackets 
and Warriors were again 
close, before the Yellow-
jackets won four straight 
points to pull ahead 
12-5. The lead would get 

as high as nine points 
before the Warriors ral-
lied and pulled to within 
one at 20-19. A kill by 
Lexi Oeltjen (Lake Elmo, 
Minn./Stillwater Area) 
and a Warrior error put 
the 'Jackets up three. A 
handful of points later, 
Hannah Goggleye (Calu-
met, Minn./Greenway) 
ended the set with a kill 
to put the 'Jackets in the 
driver's seat.

Wisconsin Lutheran 
flipped the script in the 
third set, rallying after 
the Yellowjackets opened 
up the lead. The Warriors 
would draw even late at 
21-21 and win four of the 
last six points to take the 
third set, 25-23. In the 
fourth set the Warriors 
would jump out to an 
early lead, and pull away 
in the middle stages of the 
set, winning four straight 
points to go ahead 13-7. 
They would lead from 
beginning to end, taking 
the set 25-17 and evening 
the match.

The momentum carried 
over from the fourth set 
to the fifth for the War-
riors, as they raced out 
to an early 8-3 lead, and 
they would cruise after 
the teams changed sides, 
winning the set 15-10 and 
the match 3-2.

Sletta led the Yellowjack-
ets offensively, finishing 
with 14 kills and a .243 
attack percentage. Goggl-

eye contributed 13 kills 
and attacked at a .353 clip. 
Gina Baertsch (Farming-
ton, Minn./Farmington 
Area) had 26 assists, while 
Megan Holz (Savage, 
Minn./Burnsville) put 
up 19. On defense Yana 
Carrera (North Mankato, 
Minn./Mankato West 
Senior) had 36 kills, one 
of three Yellowjackets to 
reach double digits.

Yellowjackets 3, 
Concordia-Chicago 1

The Yellowjackets were 
determined to close the 
regular season on a posi-
tive note and came out 
like a team possessed 
against Concordia-Chi-
cago, taking the opening 
set by a convincing 25-13 
score. Up 10-9, the Yel-
lowjackets would go on 
a 9-0 run to break things 
open. Goggleye did the 
honors of closing the set, 
throwing down the kill 
on set point to give the 
'Jackets the early lead.

In the second set the 
teams played it close, with 
neither able string enough 
points together to build a 
big lead. The Yellowjack-
ets led the set 23-22 but 
couldn't hold on, as the 
Cougars took the final 
three points to even the 
match. 

The third set was another 
close one, with the Cou-
gars being the team to 
eventually move ahead 

by a handful of points at 
14-9. The Yellowajckets 
clawed their way back, 
and an Elise Ertl (Phil-
lips, Wis./Phillips) kill put 
them ahead 17-16. They 
would never surrender 
the lead, using a Sletta kill 
to close out the set 25-23.

For the second time on 
the day, the Yellowjackets 
were ahead 2-1 and this 
time they were deter-
mined to put the match 
away. They took the lead 
early and never gave it up. 
The 'Jackets moved ahead 
by as many as four points, 
but the Cougars would 
find a way to climb back 
in. Ahead by one at 21-20, 
the Yellowjackets closed 
out the set and the match, 
winning four straight 
points, the final two com-
ing on a pair of Cougar 
errors.

Sletta again led the way 
offensively, finishing 
with a team-best 19 kills. 
Baertsch and Holz again 
reached double digit as-
sists, posting 32 and 19, 
respectively. Carrera led 
the Yellowjackets with 16 
digs.

The Yellowjackets will 
return to action in the 
first round of the UMAC 
Tournament. They enter 
play as the No. 4 seed 
and will take on Bethany 
Lutheran, the No. 5 seed, 
Monday, Nov. 4. The 
playoff match will begin 
at 7:00 p.m.

Women’s 
basketball 
second in 
preseason 
poll; Men 
fifth
Yellowjacket Athletics
The UW-Superior wom-
en's basketball team has 
been picked to finish sec-
ond in the 2019-20 Upper 
Midwest Athletic Confer-
ence (UMAC) Preseason 
Poll, announced Thurs-
day, Oct. 31.
 
The Yellowjackets, who 
finished the season 24-3 
overall, earned 57 points 
and two first-place votes 
in the poll. Bethany Lu-
theran edged UWS with 
60 points and five first-
place votes. Minnesota 
Morris was third with 52 
points and the remaining 
two first-place nods. 
 
The 'Jackets return 11 
players from a team that 
advanced to the UMAC 
championship game, and 
welcome eight newcom-
ers who look to help UWS 
return to the NCAA tour-
nament in March.

Third-year head coach 
Zach Otto-Fisher and 
UWS open the regular 
season Nov. 8 at UW-
Stout at 5:30 p.m.

Meanwhile, on Wednes-
day, Oct. 30, the Yellow-
jacket men’s basketball 
team was picked to finish 
fifth in the UMAC Pre-
season Coaches Poll. 

The Yellowjackets re-
ceived 33 points in the 
poll. Bethany Lutheran 
was picked to win the 
conference with 62 points 
and six first-place votes. 
Northwestern was second 
with 59 points and the re-
maining three first-place 
votes. St. Scholastica (49 
points) and Crown (44) 
rounded out the top four.

UWS returns 11 players 
from a team that went 
6-19 overall and 4-12 in 
the league last season and 
looks to make a jump to 
contending for a UMAC 
tournament spot in late 
February. 

UW-Superior and third-
year head coach Greg 
Polkowski, open the 
regular season hosting 
the 10th-annual Merrill 
Thompson Classic Nov. 
8-9 at Mertz Mortorelli 
Gym. 

The 'Jackets take on Mar-
ian at 8 p.m., on the first 
day and either St. John's 
University or Nebraska 
Wesleyan University on 
the second.

Men’s soccer wins 3-0 at Bethel; Women lose 1-0 at 
Martin Luther
Yellowjacket Athletics
The UW-Superior (UWS)
men’s soccer team had 
three goal scorers and 
goalkeepers Dalton 
VonKaenel (Eagan, 
Minn./Eagan) and Ulrik 
Lager (Vollen, Norway/
Asker VGS) combined to 
shut out Bethel 3-0 at Ona 
Orth Complex in Arden 
Hills, Minn. on Saturday, 
Nov. 2.

The Yellowjackets looked 
strong throughout, out-
shooting the Royals, 13-9 
overall and 8-2 in shots 
on goal.
 

Senior Danny Kearns 
(Greenock, Scotland/
Clydeview Academy) 
opened the scoring in the 
14th minute. Junior Blake 
Doyea (Ramsey, Minn./
Anoka) doubled the 
lead just after halftime. 
His goal was assisted by 
Miguel Ocampo (St. Louis 
Park, Minn./St. Louis 
Park). Galen Coy (Amery, 
Wis./Amery) finished off 
the Royals in the 89th 
minute bringing the score 
to its final tally.

The win moves Superior 
to 14-3-2 overall as the 

‘Jackets get set for the 
UMAC tournament semi-
finals on Wednesday, Nov. 
6 against the winner of 
the match between Mar-
tin Luther and Northland. 
Bethel’s season comes to 
an end at 6-11-1.

The women’s team did 
not fare as well, losing in 
the 97th minute against 
Martin Luther (MLC). 
MLC’s Lydia Bitter scored 
as the Knights nipped the 
‘Jackets 1-0 in overtime in 
the regular-season finale 
for both teams at Knight 
Field in New Ulm, Minn.

The win helped the 
Knights secure the No. 
4-seed in the UMAC 
tournament. 

Martin Luther controlled 
play much of the day, 
holding a 19-3 advantage 
in shots, including 11-3 
on goal. 
 
UWS, which closes the 
regular season 7-10-
2 overall, will head to 
Northwestern to take on 
the second-seeded Eagles 
Wednesday, Nov. 6 in St. 
Paul, Minn. The Knights 
finish at 7-9-1 overall.


