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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
Lo-fi high-five review: Turnover
Liam Strong
lstrong1@uwsuper.edu

The ways in which bands 
and artists have “eras” in 
which just a line-up or 
sound (i.e. genre) change 
is very literary to me. 
Literary to the extent 
that many authors have 
phases and eras within 
the breadth of their bib-
liography, that is. A band 
like Rush has had at least 
three distinct eras: Led 
Zeppelin wannabe, then 
science fiction/fantasy 
progressive rock, and then 
groove-heavy hard rock--
spread out over 40 years. 

This week’s record, “Al-
together,” by emo/dream 
pop band Turnover, is a 
turn toward a new era for 
the group. A forewarn-
ing is due, however: I 
do not think this is for 
the better. Before this 

album, Turnover used to 
be a shoegaze/emo laden 
band renowned for their 
atmosphere. And before 
that, just any other pop-
punk band, not unlike 
Major League or Seasons 
Change. Now, Turnover 
means to bend them-
selves even farther from 
previous efforts by fully 
embracing a new pop and 
R&B sound. 

Except what this means 
is that the final prod-
uct ends up being, well, 
elevator music. In fact, 
the moments that want 
to be jazzy and funky aim 
so low that you might 
wonder if the band heard 
one Kenny G record and 
were way too inspired. 
“Altogether” begs for us to 
redefine, however, what 
“inspiration” really means 
in the preliminary stages 
of writing an album. It’s 
difficult to say that an al-
bum like this, combining 
newfound sounds, is actu-
ally inspired and not just 
pulling for straws. What’s 
perhaps more disappoint-
ing is that Turnover has 
never given a chance for 

their previous sounds to 
develop beyond the initial 
record those ideas were 
founded on. “Peripheral 
Vision,” often regarded as 
Turnover’s magnum opus, 
was almost forgotten 
by its follow-up, “Good 
Nature,” a positive in tone, 
awkward 180-degree turn 
into pop territory. 

When we talk about 
bands shifting their 
sounds, we often consider 
this to be “taking a risk” 
or “challenging them-
selves.” This doesn’t com-
pute with “Altogether,” 
though, because it does 
not challenge Turnover’s 
prior efforts, but rather 
succumbs to an easy solu-
tion for songwriting that, 
on the surface, looks like 
“variety.” For a band that 
has very little consistency, 
Turnover inherently splits 
its audience into factions. 
For me, the cautious 
observer, I think I’ll just 
keep listening to “Periph-
eral Vision” and nothing 
else from their 
discography.   

Turnover
“Altogether” (2019)

The University of Wis-
consin-Superior will have 
performances of “Gas-
light,” Nov. 22 and 23 at 
7:30 p.m., and Nov. 17 
and 24 at 2:00 p.m. The 
student performance is 
directed by Cathy Fank, 
Professor in Commu-
nicating Arts, and stars 
Zachary Palmer and 
Kitara Peterson.

“Gaslight” was written 
by Patrick Hamilton and 
is a Victorian thriller. It 
follows Jack Manningham 
(Palmer) on his search 
for hidden jewels. How-
ever, Jack is hiding the 
search from his wife, Bella 
(Peterson), by gaslight-
ing her, of which the play 
gets its name. Gaslight-
ing takes meaning from 
psychological abuse and 

is when false information 
is given to the victim to 
make them doubt their 
own memory.

Fank commented, “I hope 
that the audience fins an 
engaging night of theatre 
watching three people try 
to unravel the mystery 
of what happened to this 
woman 15 years ago.”

Ticket prices are $15 for 
adults, $10 for seniors 
and non-UWS students, 
$5 for UWS students 
with school ID, and $5 
per person for groups of 
ten or more. They may 
be purchased at the box 
office in the Holden Fine 
and Applied Arts Center 
ahead of time or the day 
of performance.

Zachary Palmer (Jack) and Kitar Peterson (Bella)
Photo provided by UWS Marketing and Communications

UWS “Gaslight” 
production preview
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The research is undertaken by Dr. Dokhanchi to bet-
ter understand the learning payoffs from participants. 
Dr. Dokhanchi expressed strong excitement about 
what the data could reveal about the usage of gamifi-
cation as an educational tool.

While participants passing through the exhibit are the 
most obvious contingent learning from the project, 
the presenters are also actively learning as well. Shan-
tae Golen-Marquardt, who acted as one of the guides 
for the event, noted one of the big takeaways for her 
was all the hardships refugees face. “Just as soon as 
you get somewhere and think you’re going to be safe, 
another curve ball comes along and you’re displaced 
yet again.”
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“Outsourced: The New 
Wisconsin Idea,” is a 
production focused on 
events that transpired at 
the University of Wis-
consin-Superior campus 
during 2017. It had its 
first screening on campus 
Nov. 14, 2019 in Swen-
son’s Erlenbach Lecture 
Hall. “Outsourced” made 
use of the combination of 
contemporary footage of 
that fall’s events and in-
terviews with faculty and 
students who participated 
in the consequent forums 
and protests. The screen-
ing gave students a chance 
to see the documentary’s 
40-minute exploration of 
contentious program cuts 
made in the fall of 2017.

In its 40-minute airtime, 
the film makes use of 
extensive footage from 
the public forums held by 
the UWS administration 
in the Yellowjacket Union. 
This, along with footage 
of the ensuing student led 
protests provides, was the 
bulk of the film’s visuals. 
Commentary is provided 
throughout by UWS fac-
ulty, recent alumni, and 
audio recordings by the 
film-makers. 

“Outsourced” highlights 
concern about the process 
that was used to select the 
academic programs that 
were cut and the alleged 

lack of transparency by 
UWS administration of 
that time. It also expresses 
skepticism about a 7-year 
contract outsourcing the 
school’s online educa-
tion program to Aca-
demic Partnerships. The 
company partners with 
universities and helps 
expand their online learn-
ing influence through the 
online delivery of instruc-
tion.

In the question and an-
swer session that followed 
the screening, Producer 
Katie Lindow and Direc-
tor Megan McGarvey 
brought up how happy 
they were to be back at 
UWS, as both are alum-
nas. Echoing previous 
statements made to local 
media, they both said 
the documentary is not 
intended as a “hit piece” 
against an institution 
that, “feels like home.” 
McGarvey said, “We re-

ally wanted to preserve 
and create a time capsule 
for that moment in time; 
these were the people that 
were impacted, these were 
the signs that were there. 
We wanted to make sure 
that no one forgot.” 

Fielding a question about 
how the cuts related to 
system wide budget re-
ductions by Scott Walker’s 
administration, Lindow 
said, “…his legacy is 
basically that he was on 
a warpath against edu-
cation.” Lindow added 
that the UWS cuts and 
the wider cuts to the rest 
of the UW-System were 
closely tied. 

Currently the film is being 
actively screened at film 
festivals and events in the 
region. A trailer is avail-
able on the documentary’s 
Facebook page, https://
www.facebook.com/Out-
sourcedWI/.

“Outsourced” UWS alumni-made 
documentary
Jean Germano
jgermano@uwsuper.edu

(from left) Katie Lindow and Megan McGarvey
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Honors Program. The two teams were pitted against 
each other with a final tie breaking question, “How 
many provinces does Italy have?” MMBC & Asso-
ciates answered correctly. In third place was team 
Antonio Gramsci, sponsored by the UWS Political 
Science Program and captained by Dr. Khalil “Haji” 
Dokhanchi. 

Angelica Ramache, another UWS student, and also 
part of team Antonio Gramsci, summarized her 
experience after the event and said, “WorldQuest was 
an opportunity to challenge our knowledge, not only 
academically, but culturally. It was great to see how 
the other teams enjoyed playing as much as we did!”

WORLD from Page 1

The Promethean is seeking:
Photographers
Copy Editors

Reporters
-Sports

-Arts & Entertainment
-Campus events

-Community events
If you’re interested in joining the Promethean, mem-
bers meet every Tuesday at noon. For other inquiry, 

email promethean@uwsuper.edu


