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To celebrate Veterans Day, 
the University of Wiscon-
sin-Superior held events 
throughout Nov. 11 – 15, 
2019 in honor of those 
who have served or are 
serving the United States 
of America.

On Nov. 11, 2019, stu-
dents and veterans gath-
ered to honor United 
States’ veterans during 
Veteran’s Day Ceremony 
and 7th Annual Excel-
lence in Service Awards. 
The event was held in 
the Yellowjacket Union 
Atrium 11:00 a.m – noon. 

The event began with the 
presentation of colors by 
UWS Reserve Officers’ 
Training Corps (ROTC), 
then singing of the na-
tional anthem, a warrior 
song performed by the 
Buffalo Bay singers from 
Red Cliff, and a welcome 
from Chancellor Dr. Re-
nee Wachter.

Monte Stewart, the 
Student Services Coor-
dinator of the Veteran & 
Nontraditional Student 
Center, then opened the 
ceremony. “Since the 

Henry Blomberg Excel-
lence in Service awards 
inception in 2013, we 
have recognized 49 differ-
ent veterans who make up 
our campus community. 
It is an honor to showcase 
their personalities and 
achievements during this 
ceremony. We are thank-
ful that we have been able 
to start a Veterans Day 
tradition at UW-Superior. 
I hope we can…give back 
to those veterans who 
have given so much.”

Six veterans were recog-
nized during the ceremo-
ny: Christopher Beron 
– U.S. Army, Brad Ham-
mond – U.S. Air Force, 
Matthew Holcomb – U.S. 
Army, Amber Nielsen – 
U.S. Army, and Samuel 
Zurian – U.S. Army. The 
special guest speaker was 
David Van Landschoot, 
a U.S. Army veteran, was 
surprised by also being 
recognized in the ceremo-
ny with the other select 
veterans.

Nov. 12, John Kriesel ap-
peared as a guest speaker 
noon – 1:00 p.m. in the 
YU Great Room. Kriesel 

was a Minn. Politician 
who previously served 
on the Minn. House of 
Representatives and in the 
Army National Guard.

After losing both of his 
legs to a roadside bomb 
in Iraq, Kriesel decided to 
co-author an autobiogra-
phy, Still Standing. For his 
service, he was awarded 
the Combat Infantryman 
Badge, the Purple Heart 
Medal, and the Bronze 
Star Medal. Currently, 
Kriesel uses his experi-
ence for motivational 
speaking.

“When the bomb hap-
pened, my vest opened 
up, and I took shrapnel 
to my intestines. Now, 
I’m mostly glad I didn’t 
see that while I was still 
in Iraq, but when I was in 
politics people liked to say 
‘You’re gutless,’” said Kri-
esel. “I’m able to say, ‘No, 
I’ve seen them, I promise 
they are there!’” His expe-
rience, camaraderie, and 
loss reached the heart of 
attendees through bouts 
of laughter and audible 
gasps during the humor-
ous and emotional
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moments in his speech. 
Kriesel continued, “[Los-
ing my friends] was the 
absolute rock bottom, 
but that was the moment 
I started living my life. I 
realized that regardless 
of my injuries, regardless 
of the road to recovery 
ahead, it would be really 
crappy to sit here and feel 
sorry for myself when I 
got a second chance at 

life that my friends didn’t 
get. I vowed from that 
day forward that I wasn’t 
going to waste my second 
chance.”

Kriesel closed his speech 
with advice to enjoy life 
and that a person never 
knows what’s going to 
happen next, so seize ev-
ery moment with passion.
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ROTC presents colors at the Veterans Day Ceremony
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The Alworth Institute for 
International Studies at 
the University of Min-
nesota-Duluth (UMD) 
hosted their 12th annual 
WorldQuest international 
trivia contest on Wednes-
day, Nov. 13. The contest 
was held in the UMD 
Kirby Student Center 
Ballroom. Dinner was 
served during the event, 

consisting of tiramisu 
and focaccia bread, and a 
vegetable medley.

WorldQuest is an educa-
tional trivia game played 
by teams of eight. This 
year’s competition in-
cluded 23 teams, featur-
ing members from UMD, 
College of St. Scholastica, 
and University of Wis-

consin-Superior (UWS) 
communities. The game 
is broken down into four 
sections: flags and capi-
tals, geographical features 
and international bor-
ders, people, and current 
events. Each question is 
worth one point, except 
for questions relating 
to the featured country, 
which are worth two 

points.

Cameron Lee, a UWS 
student and member of 
team Antonio Gramsci, 
said, “[Questions] were 
multiple choice… When 
we went with our gut, it 
worked out.”

This year’s featured coun-
try was Italy. At the end of 

each round, 
a bonus 
question 
was asked 
regard-
ing Italian 
culture. 
This bonus 
question 
was worth 
no points, 
but it did 
provide 
some inter-
esting facts 
regard-
ing Italian 
culture. For 
example, 
the aver-
age person 

in Italy eats more than 
51 pounds of pasta every 
year. 

One of the highlights of 
the event is the amount of 
door prizes handed out. 
All participants are in-
vited to enter their name 
into a random drawing 
for a slew of prizes dis-
tributed between rounds. 
Prizes ranged from plants 
from the UMD garden, to 
books written about for-
mer Minnesota politician 
and environmentalist, 
Willard Munger. Prizes 
were also handed out for 
best costume and team 
spirit.

The final round ended 
in a tie, with MMBC 
& Associates, a team 
sponsored by the UMD 
Department of Social 
Word and featuring UWS 
Professor Joel Sipress, was 
tied with team University 
Honors, sponsored by the 
UMD University

See WORLD Page 5
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