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Once again the time has come to apply for the 
UW System Symposium for Undergraduate 
Research. With applications for the symposium 
having past, it’s imperative to remind students of 
Fall 2018 and beyond that if you are interested 
in what the Summer Undergraduate Research 
Fellowships (SURF) has to offer you, not only 
in your college experience but you’re future 
career(s), speaking with an advisor is the first 
step.

Megan Mcgarvey is a senior this semester who 
applied for a SURF grant in March of 2017. Her 
project is specifically about stop-motion anima-
tion and how, as she said, it “…survived a digital 
age and thrived.”  With the use of computers and 
computer-generated imagery (CGI), stop-motion 
animation needed to find ways to “adapt in order 
to remain relevant”, said Mcgarvey.

Alison Wielgus was Mcgarvey’s choice as 
an advisor over her project. Mcgarvey stated 
“She gave me sources, articles, and when I was 
blocked she gave me advice. She was literally a 
fountain of knowledge! A real resource!” If you 
are interested in researching more about what 
SURF could offer you, finding a teacher you 
look up to and enjoy learning from, will only 
facilitate your ideas. 

Mcgarvey researched three studios, three direc-
tors and three films. After writing her proposal 
Mcgarvey submitted her paper in the hopes of 
being granted the 200 hour scholarship, which 
included $3,500 for expenses and was lucky 
enough to be one of the few who was granted the 
scholarship. Using the funds SURF provided, 
Mcgarvey was able to pay for living expenses 

over the summer and start paying off her tuition 
for the fall. 

The applications that were due on February 9th 
of this year were applications which, if ap-
proved, would result in the presenting of projects 
at UW-Green Bay. Mcgarvey however, will be 
presenting her research in Madison, Wisconsin 
at the Research in the Rotunda as well as the Na-
tional Conference for Undergraduate Research 
in Oklahoma. 

Mcgarvey shared that she gained knowledge she 
is now using in creating her stop-motion film for 
her capstone. She also hopes to publish what she 
learned in an academic journal. “I just think that 
I made some really awesome discoveries and it 
would be a shame if I couldn’t share it with the 
world,” said Mcgarvey.

When asked what she thought would be the 
most beneficial to a student to apply for SURF, 
Mcgarvey replied that being able to devote time 
to research something you’re passionate about 
is the most valuable. Mcgarvey responded, “I 
was able to really work with something that I’ve 
loved for years and wouldn’t have traded that 
opportunity for anything.” 

SURF is an opportunity to explore a topic in 
the field of your choice. From that research you 
could have a strong foundation on a senior ex-
perience or capstone. Again, if you’re interested, 
speaking to your advisor or an instructor is the 
first step. Who knows, your project could be the 
next one to be presented in schools and locations 
across the nation.

UW-Superior Music 
Department to pres-
ent ‘An Internation-
al Evening of Music’
UWS Marketing and Communications

SUPERIOR, Wis. – The University of Wisconsin-
Superior Music Department will hold its Sym-
phonic Band concert on Tuesday, Feb. 27, at 7:30 
p.m. in the Thorpe Langley Auditorium.

The concert, entitled “An International Evening of 
Music,” will include pieces that celebrate music 
from around the world. Each piece has a distinct 
sound and approach to composing for the wind 
band and include elements of the human spirit 
such as joy, contemplation, elements of the after 
world and inspirations of traditions of Irish folk 
tunes.

Works include “Lied ohne Worte,” by German 
composer Rolf Rudin, “Black Water,” by Irish 
composer Fergal Carroll, “Ghosts,” by English 
composer Steven McNeff. The concert will also 
include the world premiere performance of “Mu-
sic for Winds and Piano,” by American composer 
Noah D. Taylor, which was commissioned by the 
UW-Superior Student Chapter of the National As-
sociation of Music Educators.

Tickets are $5 for adults, $3 for seniors and free 
for students. The Thorpe Langley Auditorium is 
located in Old Main at 1710 Weeks Ave. in Supe-
rior. For questions or additional information, call 
(715) 394-8115 or emailmusic@uwsuper.edu.
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University of Wisconsin–Superior has given 
students an opportunity to recreate a Curling 
Club this year. According to Brian Weltzien, the 
president in Curling Club, who has recreated 
the club said, “I wanted to bring curling back 
to UWS because there was a curling club here 
before. I knew there was the Superior Curling 
Club and we could use their facility to practice 
and eventually compete.” The club had been 
reinstated on November 1st. There were thirteen 
people who had attended the first meeting at 
Yellow Jacket Union in room 201. According to 
Leah Nightingale, who is a vice president in this 
club said, they would like to compete against 
different colleges when the team is more experi-
enced in curling. 

Curling is a sport which four players slide stones 
on a sheet of ice towards a target area which is 
segmented into four concentric circles. A good 
thing in this sport is each player has a chance to 
throw a stone on the sheet in the game. Coopera-
tion is the most important part in this game, that 
nobody is taking rest even when they are not 
throwing a stone. The players who do not throw 
the stone use to sweep the floor with broom. The 
players sweep the floor which is called sheet to 
help the stone move close to the target. They 
usually have two players in sweeping that one 

person sweep close to the stone and the other 
sweep far from the stone. 

Brain added, “Our club is a great way to meet 
new people, learn cooperation with others, build 
connections with them, and have great time 
learning about the sport of curling.” At the first 
meeting, the members were worried about the 
equipment of what they need to buy. However, 
Brain told the members that they do not need to 
buy anything. Members only need to bring their 
new shoes and the rest of the equipment they 
could borrow from the Superior Curling Club. 
Leah had emphasis on bringing new shoes. The 
sheet is made up of the ice that if the players 
wear dirty shoes, it would affect the sheet a lot 
that the sheet could be damage easily. 

Curling is a sport also known as chess on the ice. 
Compared to the other sports, curling does not 
need to use too much energy to play the game 
but the players need to think where they need to 
place their stone to prevent the other team get 
scores. Even though curling needs four people to 
make a team, this club is welcome to invite more 
members. By making several teams and play the 
game against one another, they could improve 
the member’s skills in curling. 

The curling club meets at the Superior Curling 
Club from 8p.m. to 10p.m on every Tuesdays. 
In case of the members who need a ride to the 
meeting, Brian and an advisor of in this club 
are waiting the members at one of the resident 
hall, CMO (Curran- McNeill, Ostrander Halls) 
lounge to pick up them at 7:45p.m. If you need 
a more information, please go to UWS website 
and search for Curling Club.

Sustainability Club Begins at UWS 
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UW- Superior students are heading the effort to 
make their campus more sustainable, as there is 
no longer a sustainability coordinator employed 
at their college. The UWS Sustainability Club 
has been meeting since the previous spring 
semester, but it wasn’t until this fall that the 
club was officially recognized. Students that are 
interested in joining are welcome to attend the 
meetings that take place in Yellowjacket Union 
153 every Monday from 5 to 6 PM.     

While the club is primarily made up of students 
in science-related fields, there is also an oppor-
tunity for members to become involved in areas 
like social sustainability. 

“It’s just important for people to realize there’s 
many sides of sustainability…,” said Co-presi-
dent Alexis Brady. This means the club is also 
concerned with matters like concern for the ac-
ceptance of others, she explained.

Improving the amount of recycling that takes 
place on campus is the club’s current goal. The 
group had been working with Facilities Manage-
ment to increase the number of recycling bins on 
campus and to learn how to inform the campus 
community about recycling, according to Brady. 

They are also looking to display posters that will 
help people know what items can be recycled.
To both Brady and the club’s advisor, biology 
professor Rachel Portinga, education is vital in 
reaching the club’s objectives. 

“There’s solutions, but if we’re not even talking 
about the challenges, we’re not going to learn 
about the solutions,” said Portinga. By creating 
a discussion about sustainability on campus, 
students will become more aware of the prob-
lems that have appeared and be able to share 
this knowledge with their home communities. 
Portinga also wants to see the club be an influ-

ence to people in nearby communities like the 
cities of Superior and Duluth. 

Along with improving recycling, the group 
wants to work towards implementing a compost-
ing service and changing the types of contain-
ers that are used in the cafeteria, according to 
Portinga. Additionally, the club is looking to 
partner with organizations including the Gender 
Equity Resource Center, Native Nations Student 
Organization, Black Student Union, and any 
other group that is concerned with equality. 

“I’m really excited about how much energy 
there is,” Portinga said, referring to the atmo-
sphere of the club’s meetings. UWS doesn’t 
have a sustainability coordinator, but dedicated 
students are acting to prepare the campus for a 
sustainable future.

Clarification/Correction:

The Promethean would like to clarify and 
offer a correction to the story published on 
Dec. 12th, 2017; “The Sunspot Returns to 
UWS” The hours of operation for Sunspot 
were listed in the artice being from 9:30 am to 
10:30 am on Tuesdays and Fridays. The hours 
of operation for Sunspot are actually noon 
to 1:00 pm on Mondays and Thursdays and 
this was changed before the publication on 
December 12th. 

The Promethean Regrets this Error.


