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UW-Superior-The Holden Fine Arts Center here 
on the campus of the University of Wisconsin-
Superior had a very special visit from a promi-
nent figure in Wisconsin. State Senator Janet 
Bewley made an appearance in a communicating 
arts classroom to talk to upcoming news reporters 
and journalists. She gave a lot of information on 
her relationship with reporters.

As a state legislator, Bewley has to communicate 
with reporters quite a bit. She stated that she “val-
ues journalism.” She also said that “the profession 
of journalism is far too important to a democracy 
for any of us to take it for granted.” She knows 
the importance of journalism being truthful and 
accurate, so she gives her best effort to build a 
good relationship with people who interview her.

Senator Janet Bewley even works with journalists 
who don’t have the same political beliefs as she 
does. She referred to radio news reporter Bruce 
Marcus by saying “he doesn’t lie, he doesn’t mis-
quote me, he is conservative, and proud of it, but 
we have one of the best relationships ever.” To 
Bewley anyone who is fair and just in their re-
porting is alright in her book. She gave a great 
piece of advice saying “you should never narrow 
the field of people that you would ever interview, 
or the subjects that you might want to cover, be-
cause they may have a particular bias.” 
November 20th was a day of learning and prog-
ress for the students in the journalism field at 
UWS. Thanks to Senator Bewley, students were 
able to understand what bridges the gap between 
politicians and the media.
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The Math and Computer Science Club is a group 
that tries to promote awareness for math and 
computer science with a fun touch. They wish to 
show that math and computer science can be fun 
and not just a bunch of mindless computations. 

People in this major enjoy solving problems and 
improving their skills, and this is the perfect spot 
to do that with like-minded individuals. For those 
not in the major and are looking to learn more 
about it can also join. They are always recruiting 
new members to learn more about the subject or 
just to come down and hang. Some fun activi-
ties the club does throughout the year are to take 
trips to conferences, have a spring programming 
contest, have speakers, sponsor the high school 
math meet, have monthly dinners, and a monthly 
LAN party where they hang out and play games. 
In the past the club has used these LAN parties 
to raise money for charities and they can some-
times last deep into the night, sometimes the 

next day. In the spring programming contest, the 
club gets together to compete against themselves 
and others from the community in solving math 
and computer science problems. The scoring is 
computer generated real time so you can root on 
your favorite mathlete live. 

Some future endeavors that the club is trying to 
do is get a weekly problem for the community 
to solve in the Promethean, their website, or just 
posted around school for a fun challenge for the 
community. Club President Nikola Kuzmanovs-
ki says, “It’s a fun competition where anyone can 
compete and win prizes.” Kuzmanovski said that 
he will be a speaker for those wishing to learn 
more about math and computer science around 
the end of November. He will be giving people 
an intro and crash course, but the date is still to 
be announced. Other upcoming speakers include 
a summer internship speaker and a speaker about 
machine learning.

Dr. Steven Rosenburg was the club’s faculty 
advisor for many years before handing over the 
reins full time to Dr. Jonathan Totushek who said 
he is trying to get a big community event at the 
college going by making a large fractile, which 
is an infinite repeating geometric pattern, by 
having people come by to color a piece and put 
it together. Both Dr. Totushek and Kuzmanovski 
just want to show people that math is fun.

The Math and Computer Science Club has some 
fun stuff planned for 2017/2018 for those look-
ing to learn more, test your skills, or to just come 
hang out and have a fun time. The club meets 
every Monday from 3 pm to 4 pm in Swenson 
room 3011 and encourage anyone interested in a 
fun time with math and computers to swing by a 
check it out!
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New bonds are forming as University of Wiscon-
sin-Superior’s Mock Trial team prepares for the 
University of Minnesota’s Nordic Undergradu-
ate Mock Battle (UMNUMB). 

The general feeling going into this tournament 
is described as “excited, but a little nervous” by 
both Director Maria Cuzzo, and Student Captain 
Melody Maleski. Maleski also added “but antici-
pating good results and fun because I love every-
one.” UMNUMB is the practice tournament. It’s 
where most if not all teams test their ideas out on 
other schools for the first time. While a bit nerve-
wracking it’s the test lab for theories and ideas on 
what will and won’t work in the cases and dem-
onstrates to the newcomers how the tournaments 
and rounds work. 

Last year, everyone, save for two student veter-
ans, was new to mock trial. While fairly small 
of a group they grew close, those familial bonds 
are ones that will last forever. This year only two 
veterans were lost due to graduation and other 
engagements and a healthy handful were gained. 
Now able to form two squads, the veterans can 
work more one on one with helping the new-
comers and planning the case. As a team they 
are already forming those same ties to each other 
amazingly fast. 
This year the American Mock Trial Association 
(AMTA) has prepared a criminal case for the 
teams to argue. The fictional “Dylan Hendricks” 
is accused of attempting to murder the fictional 
“Kerry Bell-Leon”. The premise of mock trial is 
that the case is meant to be very balanced on both 

sides. To win a round a squad has to argue their 
case better than the other side. 

Dr. Maria Cuzzo from UW-Superior has been a 
part of mock trial for over 26 years. Her experi-
ence really pays off in showing our team how to 
better ourselves. She coaches the team alongside 
Eric and Cassie Burr, Jay Hansen, and Douglas 
County District Attorney Mark Fruehauf.

Melody Maleski, one of five team captains, is re-
ferred to as mock mom by many of the veterans 
because she is always prepared for everything. If 
someone has a headache she has aspirin, if some-
one needs help with writing something they can 
always ask her. That comradery is found through-
out the whole team as well. They are a family on 
a level that blood relatives hardly touch. Every-
one there has each other’s backs. 

It’s been mentioned a few times, to calm nerves, 
that there is no pressure because they can’t do 
worse than last year. Last year at UMNUMB the 
team won 0/4 ballots but did receive the Spirit of 
AMTA award, which is given to a team that dem-
onstrates good sportsmanlike conduct as voted 
on by all the teams in the tournament. 

UMNUMB is very lighthearted and it is even re-
flected in the team names. Instead of the usual 
team numbers depending on the rank in which a 
team was signed up to AMTA they give a “Nor-
dic” name to each team. Some examples include 
Valkyrie, Odin, Loki, and Viking. 
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The goal of the student support center at the 
University of Wisconsin-Superior is to provide 
resources for students. “Students come here to 
get help and support,” says Director Toua Thoa. 
Whether it be for help or conversation the door 
is always open. When you first approach room 
1024 in the Swenson building on the UWS cam-
pus, it appears to be smaller in size. Once you 
walk through the door however, you see its true 
measures. 

Students fill tables in the middle of the room and 
the computers that line the outer edges. There is 
a sense of welcome and acceptance. Assistance 
fills the air. Offices cover the outside, their doors 
rarely shut. The first one you pass by is Joann. 
She is the one that helps with the paperwork. She 
has the forms organized for each student awaiting 
instructor signature. Without her, the process for 
student help and support is not complete. When 
you travel past her and take a right, directly in 
the back corner office is where Thoa resides. He 

has been there now since November 18, 2014. 
His job starts with reviewing applicants. Next, 
comes meeting with the students. “Making sure 
students get help and support,” Thoa said, is 
the most important part of his job. Followed by 
overseeing the department grants and getting the 
annual budget reports in on time. When it’s not 
all about the work the favorite part of his job 
Thoa said was, “working with the students con-
necting them to services and providing the right 
resources.” Continuing to further education for 
students is the function of this department.

Up a few spots on the same side is the office of 
Kim Kelly, the assistant coordinator. She has 
been with UWS now 11 years after starting in 
the city of Duluth working for public relations. 
She graduated from UWS in 2002 with her mas-
ters in communication. When asked if she enjoys 
her job she responded, “I am very happy. I get 
to stick up for students and provide them with 
support.” 

Along with processing department registra-
tion and proctoring tests, she also tries to teach 
study skills. She says this all with a smile on her 
face as students are passing the door and saying 
hello. Kim stops me to ask a student about her 
day, and we resume a short time after. She says 
her favorite part is being the testing coordina-
tor. Students walk in and she has their test ready. 
She collects a signature on the sign in sheet and 
gets them moved to the testing room. From there 
she ensures that all of the students’ accommo-
dations are met, and then she quietly closes the 
door behind them and awaits the finish. Next the 
test placed into an envelope and transferred back 
over to the professor. 

These people are what make students succeed. 
They give the extra support needed to help them 
reach the next step. The combined effort of the 
people in room 1024 provide strength. An attri-
bute of this university that will not disappear.
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