
December 12, 2017 Page 5Sports

Finding the right collegiate situation is impor-
tant to any college student, but for a collegiate 
athlete, it may prove to be even more important. 
Jon Bucklew, senior captain of the Yellowjacket 
men's soccer team, found his situation four long 
years ago.

"Superior wasn't really one of my first choices." 
Bucklew said. "But coach [Joe Mooney] called 
me up, we scheduled a visit, and I knew it was 
the right fit…I really just wanted to start playing; 
my opportunities here provided the best option 
to play."

The situation was perfect, Bucklew found play-

ing time early, gaining a ton of real on-the-field 
experience.

 "Playing all four years really helped my compo-
sure. Seeing success fed into my composure and 
then allowed the composer to affect my leader-
ship. It's all attributed to my playing time."

Playing time allowed Bucklew to not only de-
velop his leadership skills, becoming a captain, 
but also a chance to develop his game.  

"Fundamentally, my game hasn't changed much 
throughout my career. I think I've refined my 
skills and improved them. I like to see spaces 
and movement off the ball." 

Bucklew likes to see the flow of the game, stating 
that he actually would prefer to assist the ball, 
rather than score it. This comes as a surprise, 
considering Bucklew is the Yellowjacket career 
leader in goals with 37, while also adding 18 as-
sists, totaling 92 points, again, most all-time.

"I'm actually a guy who likes to assist more than 
I like to score." Bucklew said. "It actually helps 
me score. When I look at things from a different 
angle, it helps me become more efficient. A de-
fender may suspect a pass coming from me, but 
I can then find a way to score."

Bucklew had his best statistical season in 2016, 
scoring his 16 goals and seven assists for 39 
points, as compared to this season with 11 goals 
and six assists for 28 points. Although the num-
bers dipped slightly in his last season, he and the 
team accomplished their ultimate goal, winning 
the UMAC Championship. The Yellowackets 
beat the St. Scholastica Saints on a 1-1 tie de-
cided by penalty kicks. The Championship was 
a long time coming for Bucklew, coming in as 
a freshman just after the Yellowjackets captured 
their first program title in 2013-14, defeating 
UW-Oshkosh. Bucklew believes that the Cham-

pionship came from how the team conducted it-
self.

"This season we wanted to create a culture…
Previous cultures weren't conducive to a cham-
pionship team. Top-to-bottom our guys really 
bought into the team mentality. Everyone under-
stood our goals and mindset."  

The team mentality is something that all teams 
would like to have, but sometimes it just doesn't 
happen; instead, the 'Jackets made it happen. Su-
perior carried 36 players on the roster this past 
season, essentially a traveling home field advan-
tage.

"The majority of our guys brought that positive 
attitude." Bucklew said. "We came to the con-
clusion early in the season that we wanted every 
single guy on the bench; it brought a different 
atmosphere with so much support."

The bench wasn't just a vocal presence either, 
coach Mooney played 33 total players this sea-
son, 29 of which played in five or more games.

"It really helped us in the grind of the season that 
we could throw another 10 guys at a team and 
still be competitive. Especially in the UMAC." 
Bucklew said.

The UMAC was a tough conference in 2017, but 
the Yellowjackets saw adversity from another 
close conference, the MIAC. The Yellowjackets 
fell in their first game of the year, 2-1 against 
Gustavus Adolphus and then bounced back 7-0 
against Concordia Moorhead.

Bucklew believes that the Yellowjackets should 
have won that game against Gustavus, saying 
"Having that happen with teams you should have 
beat, it got to be a bit frustrating. But, we were 
really good at keeping a positive mindset."

The 'Jackets would finish 3-6 against the MIAC 
this season, getting two more wins against Bethel 
and Macalester. But, the 'Jackets would perform 
very well against the UMAC, falling in only one 
game to St. Scholastica, and winning their final 
five games, outscoring their opponents 27-3.

"Having confidence, even from a loss, is what I 
think benefitted us down the stretch." Bucklew 
said.

That confidence showed. The UMAC Champi-
onship Tournament consisted of two games, the 
first a 2-1 win against the Northwestern Eagles, 
and then came the Championship game.

"The UMAC Championship was in the back of 
our minds the entire year." Bucklew said. "But, I 
think what helped our success was that we were 
able to put the big goal away and focus on how 
we could get better on a daily basis."

The Championship was a repeat scenario from 
the previous season, it was Superior-Scholastica 
in Duluth, Minn., but Bucklew saw things dif-
ferently.

 "To me, it was different. This season the Cham-
pionship was ours to take. Even though they had 
the higher seed and home field advantage, the 

flow of the game showed that we were the better 
team."

The Yellowjackets proved just that. The game 
would head to a 1-1 tie at the end of regulation, 
after Elliot Chapman found the net in the 82nd 
minute. The scoring was stagnate into overtime, 
forcing a penalty kick shootout; with tensions 
high Leonardo Paredes drilled the final PK and 
take the Championship.

"All of our hard work came to a culmination." 
Bucklew said.

The 'Jackets would play St. Thomas in the first 
round of the NCAA Tournament, falling to the 
Tommies 4-3, the most goals any team scored 
against the Tommies all season.

Though Bucklew's spectacular career has ended, 
he has bought into what Superior is all about, the 
Earn It culture and approach.

"Earn It to me is a year round mentality." Buck-
lew said. "That's where we see a lot of improve-
ment of our players. Whether we're in the weight 
room, kicking around in the fieldhouse, it's the 
focus year-round that has helped our athletics 
program."

Bucklew knows that it's always been more than 
statistics and wins, but that there's progress to be 
made and goals to be set in life, not just on the 
field.

"My main purpose playing, specifically as a 
Yellowjacket has been the experience." Buck-
lew said. "In the end, it's not about the wins and 
losses, but did I enjoy my time here? Did I make 
an impact? And did I create an environment that 
promotes the game I love. I got earned all that I 
ever wanted as a Yellowjacket, both athletically 
and personally."
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