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“Both Chancellor Wachter and I share a contin-
ued focus on providing access to higher educa-
tion, while maintaining affordability for our stu-
dents and families.  We want our students to be 
successful and prepared for their future, and this 
includes closely scrutinizing the success of the 
programs we offer.  

I have every confidence the chancellor consid-
ered enrollment trends, credits to degree, and 
other factors when she considered suspending 
these programs.  I am pleased no faculty layoffs 
will occur as a result of these changes, and that 
we will continue to support our students enrolled 
in these programs so they can complete their de-
grees successfully.”
President Ray Cross
UW System

Below is a statement re-
cently issued to the media 
by UW System President, 
Ray Cross. 

There were two separate open forums held the 
following day Thursday, November 2nd. The 
first one was a follow up to the first forum ex-
clusively for faculty regarding similar infor-
mation discussed from the late afternoon on 
Wednesday. The second, was open for students 
to ask questions directly to the chancellor, in-
terim vice chancellor, and interim provost. At 
the student open forum, the same information 
on the reasoning behind the decision to suspend 
the twenty-five academic programs was reiter-
ated for students who still needed clarification. 
 
The last open forum was held at noon on Friday, 
November 3rd. This forum had the largest at-
tendance ranging from students, faculty, alum-
ni, community members, including Superior 
City Council member, Jenny Van Sickle and 
the Mayor of Superior, Jim Paine. The forum 
started with a new development from the three 
administrators, announcing that from the time 
period of Monday, November 6th to Friday, 
November 10th. Students undeclared in their 
major and/or minor would have the opportunity 
to choose one of the majors and minors on the 
suspension list. 

A petition had been made following the program 
suspensions by UWS Senior Sydney Kloster and 
had received over thirty five hundred signatures 
by the time of Friday’s forum. Kolster herself 
asked the administrators at the forum if they had 
looked and any comments on the petition. Harms 
responded personally to these questions saying, 
“I have spent time looking at the petition. I’ve 
spent time reading the comments under the peti-
tion. You’re welcome. You have been read, you 
have been heard.” 

Superior City Council member, Jenny Van Sick-
le and Superior Mayor Jim Paine both attended 
Friday’s forum and spoke at the podium placed 
behind the administrators. Van Sickle spoke first 
at the podium stating her background as a UWS 
graduate from 2016 and first generation student. 
Speaking directly to Wachter, Harms, and Weis-
senburger, Van Sickle said, “Don’t tell yourself 
that you’ve done due diligence. This is not you 

getting feedback. And for you to insinuate, the 
administration are carrying this burden is a gross 
mischaracterization of what’s happening. These 
people [students and faculty] are.” 

Mayor Paine followed up Van Sickle at the po-
dium to make his comments on the program sus-
pensions. “It has been a privilege, if a frustrating 
experience to listen to people speak about the 
importance to this institution and their education 
with a passion and an intellect. Having heard the 
passion from these people, from these students, 
from the rest of our community it was important 
to me to come and say; I’m with them.” Mayor 
Paine also stated, “Anybody that has had an ex-
perience at this institution knows that we find 
leadership in some of the programs that are be-
ing suspended and put on warning here. I have 
a bachelor of arts in history, minor in sociology. 
I was a non-traditional student, I was a veteran. 
I was a first generation student. I was not over-
whelmed by my experience.” 

All four forms brought together both sides to the 
program suspensions to discuss the status and fu-

ture outcomes of this seclusive decision. The ad-
ministrators Wachter, Harms, and Weissenburger 
conveyed their reasonings to why they believed 
in making this decision without the inclusion of 
the students, faculty, alumni, and community, 
giving their supporting evidence and opinions. 
Many students, faculty, alumni, and community 
members responded with their stories, logic, and 
opinions, with very few of them standing in sup-
port with this decision. Although conversations 
and no other forums have been held regarding 
the program suspensions since the first week 
of its announcement. Conversations have not 
ceased among all of the parties who are impact-
ed by these program suspensions. The Superior 
City Council even addressed the UW-Superior 
academic suspension plan at their meeting on 
Tuesday, December Dec. 5. Superior City Coun-
cilor Jenny Van Sickle spoke in opposition of 
the program suspension plan and wants to bring 
up the issue again in a resolution form at a later 
meeting.  Two UWS students also spoke to the 
city council opposing the campus academic re-
ductions.
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A project four years in the making has finally 
been completed for UW-Superior associate pro-
fessor and Writing Coordinator Dr. Jamie White-
Farnham. Writing Program Architecture, a new 
book featuring 30 writing programs from around 
the country and their innovative approaches to 
teaching writing in a variety of institutions, has 
recently been published.

“One of the chapters is devoted to the UW-Supe-
rior Basic Writing curriculum, which co-enrolls 
students who need support in the mainstream 
writing course while providing upper-class men-
tors,” said White-Farnham. “The two instructors 
in this program, John McCormick, Heather Mc-
Grew and myself co-wrote the chapter.”

Writing Program Architecture provides informa-

tion concerning the significant material, logisti-
cal and rhetorical features of writing programs. 
Presenting the realities of 30 diverse and award-
winning programs, contributors to the volume 
describe reporting lines, funding sources, juris-
dictions, curricula and other critical program-
matic matters and provide insight into their pro-
gram histories, politics and philosophies.

White-Farnham shared editing responsibilities 
with Bryna Siegel Finer, an associate profes-
sor, director of Liberal Studies English, and the 
founding director of the Writing Across the Cur-
riculum program at Indiana University of Penn-
sylvania.

“Bryna and I were both new in our jobs,” said 
White-Farnham. “We were constantly asking the 

same questions. So we took this as an opportu-
nity to help others in a similar situation.”

This long-distance partnership was an exercise 
in dedication with more than 40 collaborators for 
the book.

“It feels very good to have this project com-
pleted,” said White-Farnham. “Bryna and I have 
already started a second book. We feel like we 
have so much more knowledge we need to put 
to use.”

The book is published by University Press of 
Colorado-Utah State University Press and is also 
available on Amazon.

Major Programs Suspended
Broad Field Science (major)  
Broad Field Science (Teaching) (major)  
Chemistry: Forensic (concentration)  
Communicating Arts: Journalism (track)  
Communicating Arts: Media Studies (track)  
Political Science (major)  
Sociology (major)  
Theatre (major)  
Visual Arts: Art History (concentration)  
Major Programs on Warning   
Broad Field Social Science  
Broad Field Social Science (Teaching)   
Chemistry   
Chemistry (Teaching)   
Computer Science    
Economics    
History   
History (Teaching)  
Mathematics  
Mathematics (Teaching)  

New book presents the realities of 30 diverse and award-winning 
programs 
UW-Superior Marketing and Communications

Minor Programs Suspended
Computer Science    
Computer Science (Teaching)   
Earth Science    
Geography    
Geography (Teaching)   
Global Studies    
Health and Human Performance   
History (Teaching)   
Journalism    
Legal Studies   
Media Communication    
Photography    
Physics   
Physics (Teaching)   
Psychology (Teaching) 

Minor Programs on Warning
Biology (Teaching)  
Chemistry (Teaching)  
English  
English (Teaching)  
Mathematics (Teaching)  

Masters Suspended 
Art Therapy   
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