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In the past two months or so UWS along with the greater area of Northeast 
Minnesota and Northwest Wisconsin has seen some weather that has been 
a little bit all over the place. The latter part of September saw temperatures 
that were soaring through the roof. 60s and even 70 degree temperatures 
were felt and hunters who are usually ready to layer up and bring out the 
big jackets, instead were forced to lighten up and in some cases be down 
to a t-shirt and even shorts if you pleased! This pattern lasted for quite a 
while but temps eventually began to fall but at a rate much slower than 
northlanders are used to. Then Halloween Weekend came. The northland 
was dumped on with a couple inches of snow and frigid temperatures that 
many seemed ill prepared for. The last week of October and most of No-
vember appeared to have been taken over by old man winter with tempera-
tures reaching single digits and insulated boots and puffy jackets worn by 
many.

This appeared to be the new reality. An early winter with a white landscape 
until spring. But all of a sudden old man winter lost his grip and tempera-
tures rose back up near the 50s and here we are with hardly a drop of snow 
in sight. Once again the shorts are being taken out and runners are seen 
on the roads on the first day of December. If one has any knowledge of 
the Northland, it is that the weather can change. Fast! The forecast for the 

week of December 4th is calling for rain and near single digit temperatures 
within a day of each other. Will old man winter finally settle in for the fore-
seeable future? One can only be prepared for sudden change of weather 
with a new set of clothes and a tough northern attitude. 

On a more serious note, Facilities Management and SSC would like to 
remind the UWS campus community about snow and ice removal on cam-
pus. It seems to be that time of year again and heavy equipment operators 
will be out there working hard to clear ice and snow around the campus. 
Make sure that you can see them and they can see you and use caution 
around the machines to ensure everyone’s safety. Although they are trying 
there hardest to get the job done, sometimes the pesky snow and ice won’t 
come off the ground. Be advised and prepare yourself for the coming day 
by wearing proper footwear and being aware of slippery surroundings.

The main sidewalks and the commuter parking lots are cleared off first, 
followed by secondary sidewalks and the resident lots. For those who like 
to come to school very early in the morning, be aware that workers might 
still be out clearing so it would be helpful to park in an alternate lot that is 
already cleared.  

What will the Weather do Next?
Jack Nikko
jnikko@uwsuper.edu

UW-Superior along with the 
Veterans and Non-Traditional 
Student Center (VNSC) host-
ed a series of events from No-
vember 6th to November 10th 
to honor veterans both on and 
off of campus in the Veterans 
Week celebration. 

The VNSC along with Cam-
pus Recreation offered a 
“Free Fitness Week” for vet-
erans that included free access 
to the MWC throughout the 
week. On Monday and Tues-
day students, faculty, staff 
and community members had 
the opportunity to write and 
send letters to military per-
sonnel stationed abroad for 
no charge in the Yellowjacket 
Union Atrium. 

Also on Tuesday, “Green 
Zone Training” was offered 
in Swenson Hall to students, 
faculty and staff. The purpose 
of the training was to gain 
tools to enhance the overall 
college experience for student 
veterans. 

On Wednesday students, fac-
ulty, staff and community 
members had a chance to talk to student veterans about their military experiences both at home and overseas and to promote 
a friendlier campus community. The question and answer session lasted for about an hour as 6 student veterans were on hand. 
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The color guard stand at attention as the names of fallen veterans are read behind them. Photo by Jack Nikko.

Veterans Week Festivities 
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The Sunspot 
Returns to UWS
Alison Tollas
atollas@uwsuper.edu
The change in seasons leaves many people feel-
ing down, but one local business brings light to 
the dark, wintry days of the school year.

Stopping at the UW- Superior campus twice a 
week, The Sunspot gives students a place to relax 
and recharge on sunlight. It’s a brightly colored, 
booth-lined bus that parks outside of the Yellow-
jacket Union. This free service is provided by 
Student Health and Counseling Services (SHCS) 
and is available between 9:30 and 10:30 AM on 
Tuesdays and Fridays.  
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Open Forums Held in Response to Program 
Suspensions
Theodore Tollefson
ttollef6@uwsuper.edu
After the email sent out on Tuesday, October 31st by interim provost Jacalyn Weissenburger that 
twenty-five academic programs would be suspended for undeclared and future students at UW-Su-
perior, many questions and concerns were raised by students, faculty, alumni, and community mem-
bers to the reasons behind these suspensions. In response to these questions and concerns, Interim 
Provost Weissenburger along with Chancellor Renee Wachter and Interim Vice Chancellor Brenda 
Harms hosted four separate open forums for the UW-Superior community convey their inquiries on 
the subject. 

The first forum was held the following day of the email on Wednesday, November 1st. This forum 
was intended to start answering questions and concerns from faculty who were not in the meet-
ing prior to the announcement on October 31st, but students and other community members had 
also been able to share their voices on the matter. Wednesday’s forum was the first opportunity for 
Wachter, Harms, and Weissenburger to convey the data, evidence, finances, etc. that went into the 
decision making process of having these twenty-five programs suspended.
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