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She gained more experience the next year, during the fall of 2014, when she was assigned a new role in the play as she said, “the cast and her role 
changed to Karry Hersedal, Pearson, the father of Norwegian immigration, his sister. That play changed to include a song about Pearson’s travels in 
being a wanderer.”  

Then in December 2015, she performed the play in Clifton, Texas, which is where Pearson settled and passed away. Bjerketvedt-Field added, “The play 
that had been found in Tysvaer, Norway, was the great grandfather of the person who founded the Pearson farm down in Clifton, Texas and purchased 
it.”  

What is interesting is that there is a connection between the play in Norway and Texas as Bjerketvedt-Field said, “His grandfather had written the recol-
lection of this meeting, that this play was about, and stored it. Then his mother found it, at the same time they found paperwork in Texas. Bjerketvedt-
Field said, “That’s why we did the play.”

What is also unique is that they were able to translate the play from Norwegian to English so they could perform it. In addition, a group from Norway 
came to Texas to see the play and suggested they perform it in Norway, as Bjerketvedt-Field said, “At that time, there was a group from Tysvaer who 
came to Clifton and heard it. They said they needed to come to Norway to do the play.
”    
They were invited to Norway in June 2016, and in Mid-June 2017, Erika, her husband, and son decided to travel to Norway. In Norway, they performed 
the play in Tysvaer to a sold-out show.   
   
During their visit they stayed with a Norwegian family on the island of Karmoy and the temperature was between 50-60 degrees, though it was very 
rainy. 
  
The highlight of the trip for Bjerketvedt-Field was touring a unique ship named the “Restoration.” She said, “This is the ship that the Norwegians took 
from Tysvaer to New York and there were 20 people on the ship.” She added, “There was even a child born on the ship.” 

They were also privileged to be part of a documentary about the “Restoration.” Another day her husband and son went to a white sand beach on Karmoy. 

In closing, she will forever treasure this experience and “she’s looking forward to going back in the next five to ten years to visit the family they stayed 
with and reconnect.”  
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Karen Moen, a senior lecturer in UW-Superior’s 
Department of Mathematics and Computer Sci-
ence, knew she wanted to pursue a career in-
volving math back when she was in elementary 
school. She grew up in Hibbing, Minnesota, and 
attended UM- Duluth to earn her undergraduate 
and master’s degrees.

 First, she studied chemical engineering, but she 
later decided to continue using her skill with math 
to teach others. Along with working at UWS, she 
has been a part-time instructor at UMD and Lake 
Superior College. Moen has been an educator for 
12 years, and she has 2 children. Her go-to lei-
sure activities are reading, gardening, and skiing 
(both downhill and cross country), and she loves 
spending time at her cabin during the summer. 

Moen is passionate about helping students im-
prove their understanding of math concepts. “My 
favorite student is actually a ‘C’ student, not an 
‘A’ student,” she said. She admitted that it seems 
contradictory that she would rather teach individ-
uals that need extra help than high achievers that 
comprehend lessons almost instantly. However, 
the reason for this is that she loves to motivate 
her students to understand the material and she 
enjoys seeing how their abilities improve as the 
semester progresses. 

UWS is an ideal place to teach math, she said, 
because the small class sizes that this college pro-
vides create the best environment for learning. 
But as much as she appreciates math and loves 
the role she has in the success of her students, 
she would also be interested in becoming a fish-
ing guide.

Karen Moen 
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For more information about the Superior Fire Department, visit http://www.ci.superior.wi.us/147/Fire-Department.

Editor’s Note: From the city of Superior Fire Department:   It is the mission of the Superior Fire Department to preserve life, property, and the environ-
ment; to promote public safety and foster economic growth. It is our goal to safely provide the highest quality of service to the Superior Community. 
 Our Core Services: 
• Fire
• Rescue
• Emergency Medical Service
• Hazardous Material Response
• Fire Education, Investigation, and Inspection

It is our pledge as members of the Superior Fire Department to strive for excellence in all we do and to serve the public with humility and integrity.

Our Core Values: 
• Respect
• Commitment
• Readiness
• Compassion
As a Superior Firefighter we will Respect all people and property. We will remain Committed to being involved in our community and promoting the 
fire department as a positive force within the community. We will maintain Readiness to assure confidence in our ability to perform to the highest level 
when we are asked to do so. 

We will show Compassion as we perform our duties.
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