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Smith Stars in Men’s Hockey Win Over Saint Mary’s 
Yellowjacket Athletics

A.J. Smith had 39 saves in the Yellowjacket men's hockey win over Saint Mary's.
File Photo by Marya Zajchowski

Yellowjackets 5, Saint Mary's 2

WINONA, Minn.: Simply stated, nothing 
came easy for the Yellowjacket men's hockey 
team Friday night. Whether fighting the op-
ponent or the puck, Friday night's game at 
Saint Mary's was difficult from start to finish.

Despite being difficult, when the final buzzer 
sounded the Yellowjackets chalked up argu-
ably their guttiest win of the 2018-19 season, 
getting goals from five different players and a 
stalwart performance in goal from A.J. Smith 
(Keller, Texas/Southlake Carroll) on the way 
to a 5-2 victory over Saint Mary's before a 
crowd of 162 at the S.M.U. Ice Arena in Wi-
nona, Minnesota Friday night.

Smith was the star of the show, making 39 
saves in the game to earn his third win of the 
year. He was particularly sharp in the first 
period, making 22 saves in a period where 
the Yellowjackets were badly outshot, and 
allowing them to go to the locker room lead-
ing 1-0.

The Yellowjackets opened the scoring at 6:30 
of the first period when freshman Martan 
Yelle (Geneva, Ill./Geneva) scored his first 
collegiate goal, snapping a shot from the 
right circle past Saint Mary's goaltender Nick 
Nast on the short side to make it 1-0. Colton 
Nelson (Grand Rapids, Mich./Edmond 
North) earned his first assist of the year on 
the play.

It stayed that way until early in the second 
period when Saint Mary's got the equalizer 
as Owen Sikich beat Smith at 2:06. The tie 
didn't last long, however as the Yellowjackets 
regained the lead at 4:33. Artur Terchiyev 
(Kiev, Ukraine/Everst Academy) scored his 
third goal of the year, letting a shot go from 
the top of the right circle that beat Nast high 
on the glove side to make it 2-1.

Saint Mary's would rally again, scoring on 
a power play midway through the second. 
Ryan Carlson (Hermantown, Minn./Her-
mantown) took a major for boarding and 
Jack Hatton made the Yellowjackets pay, 
scoring from the left circle at 11:56 to make 
it 2-2.

But just before the second period ended the 
Yellowjackets again took the lead. A turnover 
in the neutral zone gave the Yellowjackets a 
2-on-1 and Daniel Litchke (Superior, Wis./
Superior) made a perfect pass from the left 
circle to a streaking Jordan Martin (Win-
nipeg, Manitoba/Vincent Massey Collegiate) 
and the freshman made no mistake, scoring 
his second of the year with just 18.9 seconds 
left in the period to put the Yellowjackets in 
front for good.

In the third the Yellowjackets added to the 
lead. Martin and Litchke combined again, 
this time with Litchke finishing off the odd-
man rush at 6:26 to make it a two-goal game. 
The Yellowjackets closed out the scoring at 
17:49 when Will Blake (Champlin, Minn./

Breck) scored unassisted, looking off a de-
fender and beating Nast from the right circle 
high on the glove side to make the final score 
5-2.

Martin had a goal and a pair of assists to 
pace the Yellowjackets offensively, who also 
got two points from Litchke. Troy MacTav-
ish (Kanata, Ontario/Earl of March) added a 
pair of assists.

Friday's game was a penalty-filled affair, with 
the Yellowjackets taking nine penalties for 32 
minutes, while Saint Mary's took eight pen-
alties for 16 minutes. The Yellowjackets were 
scoreless in three power play chances, while 
Saint Mary's scored once on six power plays.

Up Next: The Yellowjackets (4-7-2, 0-1-1 
W.I.A.C.) will close out the first half of the 
2018-19 season with the second game of 
their series at Saint Mary's. Game time Sat-
urday is set for 2:00 p.m.

Women’s Track and Field Starts Well at Opener at St. Scholastica
Yellowjacket Athletics

DULUTH, Minn.: The UW-Superior wom-
en's track and field team lifted the lid on 
the 2018-19 indoor season at The Opener, 
hosted by St. Scholastica, on Saturday.
 
The Yellowjackest recorded 11 personal-best 
marks against the likes of Scholastica, Min-
nesota Duluth, Bemidji State, St. Catherine, 
Northern Michigan and Northwestern 
(Minn.).
 
Among the impressive performances was 
Valerie Rowe (Ironwood, Mich./A.D. John-
ston), who finished second in the pole vault 
with a top mark of 2.95 meters (9-8). She 

was the top Division III finisher in the event, 
best by only UMD's Abbie Rockstad by six 
inches.
 
Haruka Hamanaka (Izumisano, Japan/Kishi-
wada) set a personal best in the 3,000-meter 
run, finishing fourth overall in 11:38.90. She, 
too, was the top D-III finisher in the race 
and led a contingent of  two more Yellow-
jackets – Ali Manthey (Zimmerman, Minn./
Elk River) (sixth, 12:05.90) and Anna Kallin 
(12:05.99, seventh) – in the race.
 
Mikaela Shepard (Blaine, Minn./Blaine) was 
fourth in the 400 meters in a time of 1:02.06 

as the fastest Division III competitor in the 
race. She bested athletes from Northwestern, 
UMD and Bemidji State in the event.
 
Rounding out the strong showings on the 
'Jackets first day of competition was Maria 
Mazo's (Hendaye, France/Irungo La Salle) 
effort in the high jump. She finished sixth 
overall with a mark of 1.50 meters.
 
The Yellowjackets return to action Jan. 11 at 
the St. Thomas Opener. Events in Saint Paul 
begin at 2 p.m.

Yellowjackets Men’s Track Starts Strong at St. Scholastica
Yellowjacket Athletics
DULUTH, Minn.: The UW-Superior men's 
indoor track and field team had a strong 
showing at The Opener, hosted by St. Scho-
lastica, on Saturday, posting 33 personal 
bests. 
 
C.J. Pillath (Coleman, Wis./Coleman ) 
earned the only event victory on the day for 
the men, winning the weight throw with a 
toss of 17.17 meters (56-4). The mark leads 
the UMAC in the early going this season. 
Pillath also claimed second in the shot put 
with a distance of 14.22 meters (46-8), a 
mark that is also best in the league.
 
Fauston Wirtz (Esko, Minn./Esko) took third 
place in the weight throw with a personal 
best of 15.23 meters (49-11.75) and fourth 
in the shot put with another personal best of 
12.93 meters 42-5.25).
 

Jake Weston (Virginia, Minn./Eveleth-
Gilbert) was third overall in the 400 meters, 
finishing in 52.98 and was the top Division 
III competitor in the event, second to only a 
pair of Minnesota Duluth runners. 
 
Brady Emstrom and Scott Young (Eagle 
River, Wis./Northland Pines) were both the 
top D-III finishers in their respective events, 
the high jump and pole vault. Both finished 
fourth with Emstrom high jumping 1.75 me-
ters (5-8.75) and Young vaulting 3.65 meters 
(11-11.75).
 
Jonny Kasper set a new personal best in the 
60-meter dash finishing seventh. He quali-
fied for the finals, 7.27 in prelims.
 
The Yellowjackets return to action Jan. 11 
at the St. Thomas Opener. Events begin at 2 
p.m.

Fauston Wirtz was third and fourth in the shot put 
and weight throw, respectively 
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