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From the Newspaper 
Archives

Old Main with a broadside loaded for the 
eventual warmup. Staff Photo March 2019

From the Peptomist 
February 15, 1974 

(45 years ago)

The
Building ediTion

From the Peptomist November 
4, 1970 (48 years ago)

Kayless Chalmers
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The Yellowjacket Union (YU) is a place 
of social interaction and relaxation – 
where students and community mem-
bers can study, have a meal, or attend 
events hosted by student organiza-
tions. Looking back to the beginnings 
of UW-Superior, the YU has kept many 
of its key features much the same, but 
the social expectations would surprise 
you. 

In 1960, UWS’s YU was known simply 
as the College Union. Social expecta-
tions were higher and rules stricter, but 
the purpose to “provide a place to re-
lax” remains constant. 

In the ’60s, there were more than “a few 
rules of common curtesy,” as The Pep-
tomist, UWS’s previous campus news-
paper, states (2). The Union did not 
permit sleeping or “awkward loung-
ing positions.” Additionally, shorts and 
hats were not to be worn inside and 
coats were encouraged to be hung on 
coat racks to improve “the appearance 
of the lounging areas.” 

With the change of times also comes 
the change of culture. The students at 
UWS make the YU what they want it to 
be. And as The Peptomist says, “There 
is a ‘U’ in Union because, you see, it is 
YOU who make the Union what it is.”
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On the night of March 27, 1914, the 
main building of the Superior Normal 
School lit up the night sky, though it 
was not by the very bright future of 
its students.  

According to the 1914 issue of The 
Gitche Gumee, the Superior Normal 
School’s annual publication, a fire 
ignited, thanks to an electrical mis-
hap in one of the staff offices.  Very 
quickly, the fire overtook the entire 
central section of the building was 

ablaze, which quickly spread to the 
other wings, igniting the entire build-
ing rendering it a total loss.

Students were transferred to different 
buildings around the area to attend 
classes. According to the Superior 
Telegram, the state of Wisconsin lost 
$275,000 in the blaze.  

Despite the large scale damage, UW-
Superior now says, “Despite the hard-
ship it caused, the fire of 1914 was 
a blessing.” Without the fire, many 
buildings such as, “The Old Main”, 
would not exist today. 

From the Peptomist March 27, 
1959 (59 years ago)
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(22 years ago)

From the Peptomist 
April 1, 1966
(53 years ago)

RoTC &
AThleTiCs

nexT 
MonTh:

From the Promethean April 13, 1978 
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