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“Part of our vision for the WPR Northern 
Region is to help find ways that we can 
weave the radio station into the fabric of the 
community through being both a resource 
and an asset,” said Paul Damberg, Northern 
Regional Manager at KUWS. “Obviously the 
most direct way is for people to send us in-
formation about community happenings and 
we’ll get them on the air in one way, shape or 
form. We’re also exploring ways that we can 
be even more of an asset.”

Those assets include a newly renovated re-
cording laboratory with a 16-channel tablet-
based mixer that can be used within the 
recoding space or taken out into the com-
munity. Students are able to come in to be 
recorded, and are able to learn how to record 
and edit.

This spring, UW-Superior students in the 
Music Technology course got the opportu-
nity to experience the entire creative process 
with the help of Sound Central Production 
Services of Duluth.

“We have a really great relationship with 
Sound Central,” said Damberg. “They 
brought in the technology and we provided 
the space.”

Sound Central Production Services provided 
the students with a demonstration on sound 
reinforcement equipment. To further col-
laborate, sales manager Scott Lillo arranged 
a free professional recording session with the 
students.

“Initially, they had no idea of what that ex-
actly meant,” said Hector Landa, instructor 
of the Music Technology course and assistant 
professor of piano at UW-Superior. “I believe 
only one or two of the students even knew of 
the existence of the radio station in our very 
same fine arts building. Once I explained 
what this project was about, they got pretty 
excited.”

Students Kristi Beaver, Alaina Johnson, 
Rachel Kivisto, and Kayla Raboin were able 
to perform the song “One Voice,” by Ruth 
Moody. Afterwards, they received the audio 
files from Sound Central Production Ser-
vices to mix and master as part of the class. 
Each student was able to edit the recorded 
tracks to their own preference.

“We ended up with different versions of 
the piece depending on each student’s goals 
and preferences,” said Landa. “I see it as an 
exercise in the possibilities of post-recording 
processing.”

Landa believes this collaboration will create 
more opportunities for UW-Superior stu-

dents with KUWS.

“Students loved getting to know what KUWS 
can offer the UW-Superior campus and the 
community,” said Landa. “They asked many 
questions and seemed to be interested in 
pursuing related projects beyond this class. 
Time will tell, but I feel like we opened a 
door to different types of collaborations, 
not only with the students enrolled in my 
class but also with the Music Department in 
general.”

For Damberg, he is hopeful that the new 
technology utilized at KUWS will help the 
partnership grow not only with UW-Superi-
or’s Music Department, but the entire uni-
versity and the community.

“The idea is that this recording capacity is 
not just for the UW-Superior soprano choir 
and the jazz band,” said Damberg. “We also 
could do poetry slam recording. We can do 
spoken word. We can do oral history. We 
can record for a professor who needs to have 
a high quality produced piece to use for an 
online class. We can record panel discussion, 
we can record debates, we can create sound 
effects – the sky’s the limit. This is a great 
big Swiss Army Knife with a lot of different 
functions. We want to make sure that we’re 
serving our community, both the UW-Su-
perior community and the community as a 
whole by having this ability.”
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President of Pre-Law Society Bella Gigliotti 
led the team that included Kenneth Benz, 
Desiray Matthews and Dr. Maria Cuzzo. Key 
provisions of the Constitution were chalked 
on sidewalks between the Yellowjacket 
Union, Swenson Hall and Old Main. The stu-
dents also built a large American flag using 
1,000 red, white and blue flags. 

The Pre-Law Society spent a portion of 
Constitution Day tabling in the first floor 
Swenson Hall atrium handing out free Con-
stitutions and organizing an interactive game 
to win delicious baked good treats. These 
activities are part of a federal compliance for 
the campus to demonstrate that the campus 
engages in educational activities on Consti-
tution Day. 

The Pre-Law Society is advised by Dr. Cuzzo 
and Nathan LaCoursiere, both of the Legal 
Studies and Criminal Justice programs at 
UW-Superior.
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If you are walking around the halls of UW-
Superior you may notice that there are more 
recycling signs up on the bulletin boards in 
almost every building. That’s because last 
semester the Sustainability Club became of-
ficial for UWS. 

Last spring Professor Rachel Portinga felt 
that there needed to be a Sustainability Club 
on campus at UWS. Portinga has a vast 
knowledge and experience when it comes to 
environmental sciences and student orga-
nizations. She has in fact been part of two 

other clubs during her time as a student at 
Concordia College and as an instructor at 
Hibbing Community College. Her accom-
plishments through these clubs are starting a 
campus composting program, a community 
garden on campus, a free second hand cloth-
ing closet for students, and adding sustain-
ability competences to all classes at Hibbing 
Community College.  

She had a student at UWS that mentioned 
she would love to have a Sustainability Club 
at UWS. Then the very next day a different 
student came into her office and said “I hear 
you want to do a sustainability club, I would 
like to start that too.” So Portinga and that 
student organized a meeting of people who 
were interested in the club. That meeting had 
about 20 students who attended, and identi-
fied the presidents of the club, Ali Hammer 
and Lexi Brady. 

Brady who is a senior biology major had 
gained an interest for the sustainability 
through taking Biology 100, and had wanted 
to learn even more about the subject. She 
says that “helping out the cause is a simple as 
shutting off the water when you brush your 

teeth or using hand dryers rather than paper 
towels.” 

Although this club may only be six months 
old they are already planning for the present 
and the future of the club. At every meeting 
the club first starts off by having a opening 
question about sustainability in order to get 
the minds flowing about the topic. Then they 
begin to discuss any upcoming events, plan 
for future events and then of course check 
their budget to see what kind of money they 
will have to work with. They also have a 
sustainability item of the week that is shared 
with everyone. 

The club also hopes to have more events and 
sustainability efforts around the campus as 
they raise awareness for this cause. If you 
have any questions about this wonderful 
new club on campus you can email them at 
sustainability@uwsuper.edu.   

Attention!
The Promethean is now 
accepting Letters to the 
Editor for future issues!

Contact us:
promethean@uwsuper.edu

SUPERIOR, Wis. – The University of Wis-
consin-Superior will hold a dedication cer-
emony on Indigenous People’s Day, Monday, 
Oct. 8, at 4:30 p.m. for the Maawanji’idiwin 
– “The Place Where We Come Together” 
Medicine Wheel and Community Gathering 
Area the university has constructed in the 
courtyard near the Yellowjacket Union.

Following the ceremony, there will be a free 
90-minute educational program presented 
by Woodland Sky Native American Dance 
Company at 6 p.m. in Thorpe Langley Au-
ditorium located in Old Main. Both fam-
ily friendly events are free and open to the 
public.

Benches and educational signage are being 
placed around the Medicine Wheel and the 
existing Spirit Pole, which is adjacent to it, 
to create an inviting space for people to just 
sit and reflect, find healing and guidance, 
or practice traditional ways of prayer and 
offering. The Medicine Wheel is the first of 
its kind at any four-year college campus in 
the area.


